
Alliance Leader asks 'when does Executive intend to appoint Victims appointment?' (The Alliance Party of Northern Ireland)

http://www.allianceparty.org/news/003190.html (1 of 2)26/07/2007 15:40:30

The 
Alliance 
Party of 

Northern 
Ireland

Northern Ireland's 
cross-community 

party
The Alliance Party of Northern Ireland <alliance@allianceparty.org>

Alliance Leader asks 'when does Executive intend 
to appoint Victims appointment?'
3.33.10pm BST (GMT +0100) Thu 26th Jul 2007 

Alliance Leader David Ford 
has criticized the 
Executive for failing to 
keep to their word after 
failing to appoint a new 
Victims' Commissioner 
before the summer recess 
and asked when they 
intend to make the 
appointment. First 
Minister Ian Paisley had 
stated that the Executive 
would appoint the new 
Commissioner before the 
Assembly and the 
Executive finished for the 
summer, but this deadline 
has been and gone.

The South Antrim MLA 
said: "This is an extremely 
important issue as victims' 
voices must be heard. The 
Executive appears to be running away from making this appointment. Ian Paisley 
clearly stated that a Victims' Commissioner would be appointed before summer 
recess. This deadline has been and gone and no appointment has yet been made.

"I am calling on the Executive to clarify when they intend to appoint the new 
Victims' Commissioner.

"This delay suggests that the Executive is in turmoil over this issue. If such a 
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stalemate is going to result every time there is a difficult decision to make, then 
the Executive will not be fit to govern Northern Ireland properly.

"The previous Commissioner was unfortunately undermined by flaws in the process 
involved in her appointment. This role must never be allowed to be used as a 
sectarian political football again. Victims concerns and needs should be addressed 
and must not be neglected through indecision and delay caused by the Executive.

"If the Executive continues to delay this decision, it will be seen by many as an 
affront to victims."
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Print this news story.  
Previous news story: Neeson welcomes Bank of Ireland jobs announcement (Thu 
26th Jul 2007). 

Related News Stories:

Alliance Leader blasts Executive parties for sending seven Ministers to US . 

Alliance blasts UUP over failure to appoint any female party spokespersons. 

Alliance welcomes Ashdown parading review appointment. 

Alliance congratulates Lewsley on appointment as Childrens' Commissioner. 

Alliance Leader condemns Sinn Fein for vetoing debate on victims and equality. 
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