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Finding Paul Quinn killers vital to save law and 
order, say family
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By JIM CUSACK 
Sunday January 06 2008 

The future of law and order in south Armagh hinges on the Garda's 
ability to bring charges and gain convictions in the murder of Paul Quinn, 
the young man beaten to death by the IRA last October, supporters of 
his family's campaign for justice said yesterday.

It has also been learned that death threats have been made against 
three supporters of the family by local IRA figures.
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Mr Quinn's family are still demanding that Sinn Fein withdraw its 
remarks that Paul was killed as part of a feud between criminal gangs 
involved in fuel smuggling, inferring that he himself was a criminal. So 
far, Sinn Fein, including its leader Gerry Adams and local MP Conor 
Murphy, have refused to do so.

Although gardai have interviewed hundreds of people and taken 
statements there is still not enough evidence to bring charges after two 
months work by up to 100 detectives and gardai. Senior sources said the 
investigation will continue at a high level of intensity but need more 
support from local people. They are aware that in some cases, witnesses 
have been intimidated by known IRA figures.

It is now understood that the order to abduct Paul Quinn and carry out 
the savage beating came from a meeting of high level IRA figures in south Armagh in the weeks before his 
murder. Five or six bosses, all involved in various types of smuggling and criminality, issued the order. It is 
also believed that the attack was not sanctioned by the IRA's "Army Council" but was an entirely local affair 
resulting from an altercation between Paul Quinn and one of the local bosses involved in issuing the order 
that led to the killing.

The operation to track Paul Quinn's movements was led by a senior local IRA figure who was implicated in 
the murder of Post Office worker Frank Kerr, who was shot dead during an IRA robbery of the sorting office 
in Newry in November 1994, after the first IRA ceasefire.

This man led a gang of up to 20 which included nine men who carried out the actual beating at a cattle shed 
belonging to the family of Paul Quinn's friends at Oram in Co Monaghan on October 20 last. According to 
sources, iron bars were used to break his legs and feet while wooden cudgels with nails or metal spikes 
were used to beat his torso. The fatal injuries were inflicted to his head also with iron bars. The other 
members of the gang provided the getaway or "run back" vehicles as well as locations for the men to 
dispose of their overalls and balaclavas. One was dressed in combat gear.

At least eight of those involved in the planning, direction and actual killing live within a short distance of the 
Quinn family home in Cullyhanna.

The family's spokesman, former Sinn Fein representative Jim McAllister, yesterday said: "It is widely known 
and accepted about what happened and who was involved. It is going to have a tremendous impact if this is 
buried. It could have serious implications for years, even generations to come. It is significant that for the 
first time young people here are putting their trust in policing and particularly the gardai and are longing for 
results.

"If the gardai get the results against these people and arrests and convictions for this murder, there will be 
support for policing in south Armagh, of that there could be no doubt. If they don't get that you can forget 
about policing for two generations, no matter what Sinn Fein says."

Mr McAllister said the IRA Sinn Fein was actively involved in the cover-up surrounding the murder and that 
it was engaged in a campaign of blackening Paul Quinn's name. 

- JIM CUSACK

 Print Article  Email Article

Also in this section
●     Man demolished his brother's home despite court order

●     No new pay increase for public servants

●     Dig-out pal due to tell tribunal about bribe allegation

●     One-man rail strike disrupts thousands

more breaking news

Editor's Choice

●     Fitness myths  
Will those sit-ups ever pay off?

●     Life after stillbirth  
'It's the most horrific experience ever - to 
lose a child" 

●     Canny cash tips  
Time to kick all your financial bad habits

●     Sex 'n' spies  
Director Ang Lee on his erotic espionage thriller

●     January job blues  
Risking it all to pursue your dream career

©independent.ie Sitemap | Contact Us | About Us | Terms & 
Conditions | Privacy Policy | Advertise with us | Group Websites 

 

http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html (2 of 3)09/01/2008 11:24:36

Meath

08:53Electricity and phone lines damaged in 
overnight storm

http://digg.com/remote-submit?phase=2&url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html&title=Finding+Paul+Quinn+killers+vital+to+save+law+and+order%2C+say+family
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html&title=Finding+Paul+Quinn+killers+vital+to+save+law+and+order%2C+say+family
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html&title=Finding+Paul+Quinn+killers+vital+to+save+law+and+order%2C+say+family
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html&title=Finding+Paul+Quinn+killers+vital+to+save+law+and+order%2C+say+family
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html&title=Finding+Paul+Quinn+killers+vital+to+save+law+and+order%2C+say+family
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html?action=Email
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html?action=Email
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/man-demolished-his-brothers-home-despite-court-order-1261288.html
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/no-new-pay-increase-for-public-servants-1261284.html
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/digout-pal-due-to-tell-tribunal-about-bribe-allegation-1261309.html
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/oneman-rail-strike-disrupts-thousands-1261276.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/
http://www.independent.ie/health/diet-fitness/truth-about-fitness-will-those-situps-ever-pay-off-1260261.html
http://www.independent.ie/health/diet-fitness/truth-about-fitness-will-those-situps-ever-pay-off-1260261.html
http://www.independent.ie/health/case-studies/stillbirth-life-after-loss-1260271.html
http://www.independent.ie/business/personal-finance/canny-cash-tips-1260243.html
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/film-cinema/sex-n-spies-in-shanghai-1259944.html
http://www.independent.ie/health/case-studies/the-risks-we-took-for-our--dream-jobs-1259971.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/sitemap-670196.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/contact-us-24070.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/about-us-24072.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/terms-and-conditions-24071.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/terms-and-conditions-24071.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/data-protection-and-privacy-statement-24073.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/advertise-with-us-669614.html
http://www.independent.ie/service/group-websites-1200021.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/cyclist-dies-after-being-hit-by-truck-in-co-meath-1261453.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/electricity-and-phone-lines-damaged-in-overnight-storm-1261429.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/electricity-and-phone-lines-damaged-in-overnight-storm-1261429.html


Finding Paul Quinn killers vital to save law and order, say family - National News, Frontpage - Independent.ie

●     Thousands hold off on buying new cars

http://www.independent.ie/national-news/finding-paul-quinn-killers-vital-to-save-law-and-order-say-family-1258793.html (3 of 3)09/01/2008 11:24:36

http://www.independent.ie/national-news/thousands-hold-off-on-buying-new-cars-1261278.html

	www.independent.ie
	Finding Paul Quinn killers vital to save law and order, say family - National News, Frontpage - Independent.ie


	OCFEPJMNPCBNCJMJKBAGOOAIBBMNLLML: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple





