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Monday, March 9, 2009

People join in prayer for slain soldiers 

Members of the congregation from a local Catholic Church say a prayer near Massereene army base after two British soldiers were shot dead and four 
other people wounded in an attack by dissident republicans on Saturday, in Co Antrim. 
Photograph: Reuters 
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DAN KEENAN, Northern News Editor in Massereene, Co Antrim

AT THE SCENE: ANTRIM’S CHURCHES emptied yesterday morning, their congregations headed to the same spot at the PSNI cordon a short distance from the murder 
scene at the British army barracks. 

They prayed for the unidentified British soldiers who had been shot dead, the two others injured in the shootings and for the two young pizza delivery men who had also been 
targeted. 

Fr Tony Devlin of St Comgall’s Catholic Church at the town had made contact with clergy from the main Protestant denominations and the response was evident. 

Hundreds converged on the point where two police officers stood duty behind the tape which closed off Randalstown Road and the entrance to the scene of the murders.
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“We don’t want to go back to this,” Fr Devlin said said. “Nobody wants to go back to this in any way at all. None of us want it in any way at all and we pray that those who 
are engaged in this will just stop it. Go away from it, we don’t want those years of the past, they were horrible years for everyone. 

“In our churches today many people were crying because of the experiences they remembered from the past. They do not want it to come back again.” 

Joined by the local Methodist minister the Rev Jack Moore, Church of Ireland minister the Rev Stephen McBrien and Presbyterian minister the Rev Ian McKee, they led the 
crowd in a minute’s silence. 

Among the crowd were local councillors and Assembly members. They recited the Lord’s Prayer. Also there was the regimental chaplain from Massereene barracks, Rev 
Philip McCormack. 

As news spread that the 38th Engineering Unit was preparing to deploy to Helmand province in Afghanistan, he explained the effect of the killings on the soldiers who had 
been stationed at the lightly guarded army base. 

“It’s a very close-knit unit,” he said. “People care a tremendous amount, they spent weeks and months training and preparing and so anything like this will obviously have a 
profound impact. But they are very professional and we still have a job to do and we will mourn and deal with this and then we will do our job.” 

Small bunches of flowers were placed as a makeshift tribute. Indeed, the floral tributes increased throughout the day. 

“Everyone will hug each other a little tighter tonight after this,” Fr Devlin said. 

Local people, clearly proud of the levels of normality within their community, reflected quietly on the fact that same calm that pervades their town may have made them a soft
target for the killers. 

“Antrim has become a very safe and happy place for people to live,” Fr Devlin said. 

“In many ways it was probably because it was such an easy and safe place for people to travel about, especially the military personnel, it’s probably because of that it was 
such an easy target.” 

The independent mayor, Oran Keenan, who was accompanied by Ulster Unionist deputy mayor Adrian Watson, said: “Over the past four or five years the churches have all 
come together and they worship in each other’s churches. They are very supportive and there is a very good network.” 

The killings were an outreach and a “disaster” for the close-knit local community, he said. 

“This outrage happened in the second week of Lent which is a very big Christian time. Irishmen are supposed to be Christian and the events that happened here have nothing 
to do with Christianity or Irishness. Unfortunately there are still people here in our borough who are still hell-bent on the gun rather than seeking political change through the 
ballot box.” 

Alliance leader and local Assembly member David Ford stood among those praying for the dead. 

“It falls on all of us in political life to overcome petty bickering and to stand together against this threat,” he said. 

He doubted if anyone with close connections to Antrim had much to do with the incident. 

“We have had no sign that there has been any [dissident] activity like this. Unfortunately, I feel we may have been seen as a soft target because of our good community 
relations and because security levels have been relatively relaxed because people thought that the world had changed.” 

Soldiers at the barracks had integrated relatively well into the local community, he said. “Clearly it was still an army barracks and still had security at the gate but in terms of 
the way things operated people would have felt much freer around Antrim than in many other places.” 

One bystander said simply there was no sense that Antrim was under any form of threat from any group. Politics and trouble were things that happened elsewhere to other 
people. 

“There was no indication of this from anywhere in the town. Thinking back to [PSNI chief constable] Hugh Orde’s warning last week [about dissident violence] we now 
know how much basis he had in truth. We know what truth there really was in them.” 

This article appears in the print edition of the Irish Times 

ADVERTISEMENT

  

Latest »  
15:07Ireland get off to a winning double 
15:04Iran has no weapons-grade uranium, Congress told 
14:33MEPs back cheaper roaming rates proposal 
14:18Man held over €7m raid released on bail 
14:14Police raid houses after Continuity IRA murder 
14:12Iseq lower despite positive results from Fyffes 

Page 3 of 5People join in prayer for slain soldiers - The Irish Times - Mon, Mar 09, 2009

10/03/2009http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0309/1224242515464.html



13:56Dissidents behind attacks are traitors, says McGuinness 
13:55Hewlett Packard to create 500 new jobs in Co Kildare 

Popular Stories 
Most Read 
Most Emailed 

1FitzPatrick borrowed EUR 228m from Nationwide 
2Continuity IRA says it killed policeman in Craigavon 
3'Shakespeare' portrait hung for years in Irish big house 
4Ireland and Italy least competitive of EU states 
5PSNI officer shot dead in Craigavon ambush by dissidents 

1'Shakespeare' portrait hung for years in Irish big house 
2U2 say tour will reinvent playing in the round 
3Workers twittering away more than two hours a day online 
4Continuity IRA says it killed policeman in Craigavon 
5RTE broadcaster Gerry Ryan says he will take pay cut 

Your Vote 
« Yes 
No » 
Results 
Do you think the North's political institutions are strong enough to withstand the latest upsurge in violence? 

Crossword Club » 

Today's Interactive Irish Times Crosaire and Simplex crosswords, plus 10 years of crossword archive. 
ADVERTISEMENT

Sudoku » 

Download and print the daily Irish Times sudoku grid 

Pawns in the economic gamePawnbrokers, once seen as relics of tenement Dublin, are booming in these hard times. 

Inside the desert kingdomThere are signs that Saudi Arabia, long bound by rigid social norms and an austere interpretation of Islam, has 
begun to take the first tentative steps towards real reform, writes Mary Fitzgerald 

U2 to reinvent playing in the roundA sort of homecoming: U2 to play Croke Park in July, with tickets from just €30 

Too Cool for SchoolHEALTH: DAVID COLEMAN on what to do when it sticks out a mile that a Leaving Certificate studeint is not stuck 

Ads by Google

Search Criminal Records 
Instant Criminal records lookup. Criminal records 
online database. 
Criminal.GovtRegistry.com 

Employment Law Training 
Essential training in UK Employment Law for only 
£195 per person 
www.uktrainingworldwide.com 

Page 4 of 5People join in prayer for slain soldiers - The Irish Times - Mon, Mar 09, 2009

10/03/2009http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0309/1224242515464.html



in 

Stepping outside The FramesARTS: It has taken Colm Mac Con Iomaire of The Frames two decades to step into the spotlight on his own. 
But having discovered the joys of creative freedom, it won't be so long next time 

ADVERTISEMENT   
CLASSIFIED

Homes 

1 The Cedars, Diamond Valley, Dargle Road Price: €335,000 
 
Bedrooms: 3See More » 
Jobs 

Select your categories

 

Next » 
Cars 

Take a pinch of SUV, a dash of estate and a slice of saloon car handling 
 
Find » 
Dating 

I am a  Looking for a  Located Only with photos: Next » 

© 2009 irishtimes.com 

Company information 
Privacy policy 
Help 
Contact us 
Advertise 
Terms & Conditions 

Accountancy
Architecture / Design
Banking & Financial Services
Construction
Customer Service, Call Centres & Languages

Man Woman All

Page 5 of 5People join in prayer for slain soldiers - The Irish Times - Mon, Mar 09, 2009

10/03/2009http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0309/1224242515464.html


