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ON MQNDAX fl1I MAY, am OIi HIS IDKI d(DMJNG YJIR

TOIIIQTAIJ! 

er-.� 
b\S"� 

l Ml vi,idng Britain this WNk to meet the DBW Prime�. TODJ" Blair. 1D

aled 1epaeaes•rative& oftbe Irish Community in Britain, to I'll� a.de, and to 

My mMriaa wilb die Prmac �111istes- � plldeaa]arty Ulif)Qitaut. u it is� first 

with Tony BJair as Prime Minister. I IUD very much tocJmwa .,. wad ID if., as I 

believe� can dPelop mmy mw poaib,1ities for c,mpeulti• ill 1qp11d to 

Nonbem IR:Jancl bilataally and within Europe.. Work ia eadl oftb se: areM is 

muh!a!ly maf'orclag. D'1riq •Y visit, J -ul loc:u, particularly. u I will 

e-q,Jain �. OD the poaition of the Jmh in Britain . 

Then, &11' man, posiain, aJW wbaellludnred coopetatlan betuuewdaetwo 

Govemmems can meat 'riUd aeatls., wl wbta6 -IN can u,e a•◄� Eat/West 

imtluadons mca fwly. 
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The l!lost exciting area of all for pocn•ial COOJ,Caadi.:a is iD Fdnsatiao 

Educational impaove111eat in lnrJancl a 'IIIY c,wn; peasr,awJ priorf&y. lbia is rm of 

the �snas why I launched the lid,.,.,..., Sodety pn,pNals, which coannit 

the OovtrnUIIIIII mm. to• majcw ¼fi1181MN ill training� in m6ai1ue4km 

f.f'CbnQ)ogy, ad iD giwag every child full fiunitiarity with die p.Jteatial 9fibe 

information SUpel' hipway for Nto.:llional pmposc:4 fat work. mad fur life. 

This itweetme.ct can be made IDOltoost-efl"oedve ifdlln IN element. oC

compml>Wtywidl whal ls bein1 � bt Britain wl ...,._._ 'Ibe new 

Britisb GoYWDDWJf., plans tu "'wile up ICflools, lilnaca, colleps a,;ad buapitals 

co the infirnmdion super higta...,.y". flaey p1an a Namaaal Odd fw 1-..,,,ln& 

frwshisecJ u a publirlp&ivao pllt1nenblp. whidi will hap tac:h.ul'9 urlat■ tbelr 

wlls. They also plan a oe'4N Uuivcnity b-lDdustay. eoli.bomiag with 1bo 

Open Univcniiy to brins new oppDltURitie, to edulD H1 Jciug to develop their 

The Irish edu-:cion's wnioulum ls. IIICl will alwaya 10,min. qllb cliatiuc:dve 

.fiom thai iuBritaiu. But 1bele 1JeW devcJopmaab ap:n up hup oppotCUl&iei• 

fOI' �vings dll educatioaal hard,Qze ad sofhware mri!ltwents. for eooi-anrm 

on pcrdcuJar courses and subjec&s, aud for m,ha,,ciug mrau1■I uadecidwadillg 
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bcmefita Ireland. ancl vice �cna. 1be t1IIO Go\:aumeat» should rmsdously 

wwktopdleraa an ap11dplaD to «uailllillfttlwe hmld!r&

is a comUlOll lra'\fel ._ betwrm die two 1tlancls. 0a. the r.cdfneos otSurape a 

si1llilar wmn•ao travel area exists. under tt. Sat.ng, a. Aaud. and it 11 being 

ateomp1al� by aa immema1y ckt:aiied s,Jl&m of�• OD aad� 

measures. NeJdl• Jmand nor Brbht copm ufthis aQ:OEd •yet.so we 1-.d 

tn develop our own, equally dfedive iLiCWUlW .apus.c� crime. in pantDe1 and 

conjunaioa with whit u ,...,..,,. oa die wmi-lffll 

One mtbc i:1:sa• that tho .- British Gcr-cn-.,..,, bas cmnmittod itNlfto 

tackle b that o'bmrdert-M w- Struc:mres c:xia 1br &sf/West COCJp5 alioD 

betwem tbe two Goveamau. wt I wauld pcticnlarly like to develoP joint 

lnidativ-=a betWeen JS wi1bin tb&9e SIIUCllllea 1D deal with me pllpt oflrilb 

of all tile homeless ill &itain. Many of them me )'dm& Irish people, who have 

been living map Oil dat. �---- The twv Gcn:ef'.Ulenes ,:mi work t.»gtldwJ ma

� way, ill both Ireland and Bri� to deal widl die causes, and the 

Symptom.I, ofdm homelessn• problmn.. 
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There is anodlia' 1112 in whidi Ite11Dd lllll Britain are, ia elf«\ part of1be one 

mazkd- mad Pl'Odu=on Ind fbocl cllllribadon. The lmb Oonaaent Im 

aln:ady Mt up ao indepcodeut Food Safety Authority. and is well adYwed 

with 1� ta pn h llahaney 1IDeth. 11w new Brttbh Go,,eamlW!I 11111 aid 

that it too will now• up 1111 "inclep9odear ibod ,_.,. epacy'. As mod 

products ao in both cBJ-.1ioas bdwem the two juriadidirm. a....,... bw: of 

coopeNdo,i mmt be escablisbed. ab imdo, between tbeiM> 11111Wmtioaa1 

agwies fbr f'.oocl aa&ty. Ibis will m■ximiec �s&IIIM prot� and G1111D 

that UIBIUIS stay apm to quality producas, wherever lboy arc. 

Embo••"lntaJ ilsUas haw, ill dis put, been aa1ll'Ovaai.1 b«wecnlKI• md 

Britain-pardcuJarly in actfaeice to macl111" pc;wa. While I do ooc be1icsvt, that 

we will quickly reach• cc••wpl� idmlity ofYir:wa an tbc:ac _..,I�,. 

the &et dial tknew British <kwe,rgcemi ii comzni!tal to 9push � 

make it mucb easier to wodc. out sobarions to prvNems Jikc Sellafield. 1111d will 

also help us work� ...... .on clc•nina dp the &ish ScalllJO cu:nhmn1 ,dot,al 

. 
Wlllii■ffl8
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The Irish and Bridib Oov11wueclfa aa bolb. 00111,nilfed to menap,& � 

policies on the buis of 90Cial patlDeudlip, parmersldp wlaa:h iemgaiaaJ1 rial:ds 

and oblipt;ioos l believe that this a.eel ceuaaf � appaaeda 10 

policy Wl11 help 111 fJt dmUng with Europ•: imlll and wi1h Nocchlm bJlad 

Coopenltioll in nllatioa to Noltblm m:fle-d sbouJcl I beUne. haw dMt •!lawat 

priority fiJr both� 

which cmpbasi• tbat futun, clMIEW,':;di6b for* CJoNmDJCDf ofNadflem 

IreJaod ahauld adlllot me mppoct of all plftS of the comnumity. 1bia ia an

importam roc;npmo, oftb,; need 1br Nldoiwlist. •well• Umoaill. Cva,dll.

It emphasiW1 me c.iearal ... oflle 1alb pEOMH which WI CUifl#IMZ'CICI all 

I also wc1comD bc:r" ccm1■nibuem to ea,e tenidcms .mog &am.,.._._ 

marches and ta uphold the rulo of'law. Any &ihft to uplaold the rule of law 

laves local communitias. padadarly a mfMKit) 4'0810UMDily,. IM,Jefed IIIJd 

wlncnbte. 

J acLJ �co· n .... , 
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Aprrt &cm roy mrdug ,iridl tm aew Prime. M"-.xai-.. my vi&it will tbclJ9 

lY Oil dlC positic'c of lbe lri,h Q•D11Ml1\Y ip Britain 'Ibis 

Comanmtr,y bal beeA embiuawwwd a dernlpd. in an unfeelms and cyniGal 

way, by the recmt a;uans of tbt JRA iD Britain We -... n:am!nded yCAiiday, 

in a lDf!IIIICHAI eobO of a earlier c»a111 ,.., In asp eds by tbe .Prasidaat of Sillll 

Fein, that the 1RA baa not pa---,. 

I want to CIDp'asite m m:,visitto Wn fhis week me WOtk 1bettbe two 

Govemmcata must do �� ic. en1..._.. tltfi positive JOle that the Iriah in 

BriDwl ea play in beuesiDg die lmng c:cmditioa, ftw themselves, wt fbr all 

who live an these mmds Ybe aae empfasis mast lllo he plar«l oa the 

positive rote that gm be played by Britllll pqde liriag ia Ireland.. 

ln conclusion, I wuald lib to say 1bat we are about 1D ad.er a new Clailmy in 

Anale>lmih relations. Ill,_ canwies. lbc-= n:latiom were uaeqmal, wi1ll all 

the c:omplc:xities mat 1low 1mm inc:qlaality. Ono of tile flnt ftaiD aflnuad't 

rlSQMlt economic� aacl ila mw Emc,pam role, is tbat Jn,land now has UIC 

confidcn:e 1D applOldl Ang)�J'Ulianl in a me c:zcati..-c and IDDotadw 

way. 1'hae arc may tbiap w -..10 � • 111 oad io polilioal ID4 

sectarian vioJellge being the tint. 1be bac WillbCl in whlcll to� 1hia U1 
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mmuah the vtgorous pursuit of a� bailcwag GgeDCla 8QOU an rhxee

1 
stnmda of our Nlattc-sbipe.
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