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MESSAGE 

I 

Copy of a Sta�ement· the A chbishop is making this 

I 
morning at a Press intervie • 

\ 
v''.I

- '
,, 11 

\ 
'Ibis , fax is intended for the addressee named abQve. As this fax may 
contain confidential or privileged info�tion,if 1 you are not the nruned 

ressee or the person responsible for delivery of the. mesSRge to the 
-oea addressee, l please tele1X10ne (01861) 527144 irrmediately. 'lhe 

ntents should Ji ·be disclosed to any other person nor copies taken.
I 

If any part of tiis transmission is not· received please telephone the 
f1shop' s Off1- 01861 52r44). 
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1 July 1996 

CURRENT SITUATION 

The Most Reverend Dr Robin Eames, Archbishop of Al'magh. 

I 

r, Following what has been gencra))y accepted to have been one of 

3. 

4. 

the worst periods in our histop· the time has come to look ahead. 
The anger and resentment gejerated by recent events have driven
new wed cs of suspicion bet-reen our communities and trust has 
been sha ·ered in many instan cs. Last week we faced the abyss. 
We saw. it. We felt it. No one can ever again view it as 
imagina 

I expres my sincere sympatl to ail who have lost loved ones in 
recent d ys, to those who h ve been driven from their homes, 
iqjured r threatened. With ut reservation I again condemn the 
violence which occurred dur ng; the Drumcree stand-off and the 
violence which fo))owed the arade on the Garvaghy Road. Not 
even an er can justify the ext nt of al1 that violence. 

In recen ·days we have seen he naked face of sectarian hatred in 
this Pro ince. That face h produced words and actions which 
are total unacceptable in an civilised society. Sectarianism has 
long be 1 the major influenc ill Northern Ireland. But in the 
past we k we saw it at its v ry worst. No longer can anyone 
plead th t the temperature of secfarianism has diminished. It is 
alive an active. That is a 1

r
lir-

I unders and the depth of feel�ng in Protestant and Roman Catholic 
areas at resent. I understand the reasons for those feelings. 1 
have re ived many mcssage�'telling me of Protestant and Roman 
Catholic reactions to events. T I have met many of both traditions 
and tog ther with the other Omrch leaders have attempted to find 
solution to immediate as wfll as long-term problems. In our 
pastoral responsibilities 1101,e of us doubt the depth of those 
feelings at present. i 
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Express10n o( frotestant feelings: 
I 

I 

In recen days, religious and political Iea
1

1 rs of the nationalist 
conunun fy have spoken of the feelings of their community. 
They ha e spoken of anger, resentment an uncertainty. They 
have ex ·essed the nefd fC>r parity of estee1f, respect for deeply
held principles and due re.cognition of rights . 

. i ' ,, _·-' 
Within the Protestant community there is an equal depth of 
emotion at this time. ! So many Protestants have spoken to me of 
their disgust at the violence of word or action which has emanated 
from within their conununity. But they too �ave been the subject 
of attack The buming of church buildi 1gs, homes, business 
property,:intimidation 9ut of homes� physical attacks on people and 
other threats have been inflicted on the · ·otestant community. 
Such attacks have generated the same fear 1d resentment in that 
community as have ��11ilar attacks directe against the Romm.1 
Catholic community. ! 
Leaders of the natio1ialist · community have rawn attention to t.bc 
resentme11t caused by what' is perceived a .. triumphalism in the 
loyalist community. I underst

�
nd such reactions. 

Triumphalism is its owp form of sectarianis1 . But such feelings 
on the part of nationaJirts must be balanced y the recognition that 
within the unionist co1l)munity there is a perception on the part of 
many that their future i� unsure, that their po$ition has been eroded 
by events over which \hey have little control and that their views 
are being: ignored. Perception such may be. But experience has 
shown U$ that the perception can quickly �ecomc tbc reality in 
Northern I Ireland. Tl�is feeling is illustrat�d by such phrases as 
"we havf given in all ulong the line attd have had nothing in 
return." , With all such perceptions there are. those in both 
communities ready to rpanipulate fears and to build fear upon fear. This feeling :s a major pasis for uncertainty and lack of confidence 
among 4ni911ists. Somehow that uncertainty and Jack of 
confidence .nust be re�novcd and replaced by confidence which 
will not�� a threat to tlrr neighbours.

It is now! IllOrc urgent than ever tb�t political solutions are found. 
The stat�1Jent by Senator Mitchell that h� believes there nre 
grounds· fer hope tlwt }Jolitical dia.logue is popsiblc; js encouraging 

I 
, 
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8. 

9. 

to us aJl.:.; .. : No one doubts the overwhelming yearning for peace. 
But equally no one should tmdcr-cstimatel the problems facing 
political leaders. We all appeal to them to re-double their efforts 
to find.a .. political solution. A political solution acceptable across 
the board.could solve so many other issues. A failure to find it 
would condemn us all to years of misery. 

But the �olitical process of its own will not solve all our problems. 
A conce ed united campaign to convince people of both traditions 
ha� they. 1ave a part to· piay is essential. At all costs people have 
o feel th_at they own the peace process and are not merelyspectators._ 
11J is j �ime for all Ghl'istians to pray in their churches and in

hei} h01�·es for our situation. The power of prayer is a powerful'nfluence on events. . We must continuaJJy seek the strength of 
od as yve, seek a just w�y forward. 

. 

� . .

PRACTICAL ISSUES ' 

I . I 
Despi e the deBth of feeling a�d the lack of trust I feel we must now seek 
to mo e forw�d. We must remember the lessons of the past few week We must allow the anger to be replaced by reasonableness. We m st not just go back to the drawing-board. We must discover the
drawi g board 'tself. 1 · 

(a) 

1. 

olitical Is ues: 

his is a time when the political process is tmder severe scrutiny. 
he que ion is whether that process is capable of matching the 
ccds of is hour. It is a time for forceful at1d honest expression f party olitical positions. 
hile it s inevitable that procedural questions must be faced in 

he cuJTe t political discussions there is a growing wish throughout
he coun to see real political dialogue commence. Such 
ialogue ould do mucp to fill the vacuum which can too easily be 

I 

I 

'\ 
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4 . 

ther than politicians. 
over�emphasiscd. 

The urgency of such discussions 

encement of political dialogue with the acceptance of 
ell Principles is now more urgent than ever. 

ration of the ceasefire by the PIRA would affect much 
· the party political !process. It would be another step
_long road to:.building ne:w trust.

d the loyalist paramilitaries on the maintenance of their 
·under great provocation. They have not always received

reco nition of this positiqn. 

mus face reality at tl1is tit e. Northern Ireland is a part of the 
ted l ingdom. No changp in that stat11s can take place without
con ent of a majority I of its. people. Tb1s fact is 
owl dged by both the Brttish and Irish goverr1ments. 

h pr vision sh�uld. provi�c confidence to unionists and allow
n to ndicate wid� �ener9sity ·in their attjtudes to nationalists. 
ho.ul also enco�•rag� ev9ry effort to exhibit respect, parity of 

es em nd justice for nati?nalists, their fellow citi?:ens in the 
Pr vine . Unionist confidence should be matched with 

ility. 
' _, 

. I I 

ationalists can do �uch to' acknowledge the feelings of 
onis and thereby make a contribution to overall community 
fide ce. Beyond their justified anger at recent events 

n · ona sts must find a new sense of belonging, identity with and 
ons · ility to the state in which they live. The unionist 

cept 1i that nationaLsts have never accepted the validity of the 
e i Northern !relaid continue� to inflm�nc� their attitude
ard their Romon Caholic ncighblurs.

T · f 'd · . I .b I j 
. . d1s se se o 1 enuty m'a state ot 1 commu111t1cs can respect an 

to hi they give th�i1: al1trgiance ,olds the key to relationships
the two trad1t1ms. It /_must be a two-way process

�n ol:7� g mutual respect of reli,ious, po1itica1 and cultural
1 nut1 s. 

I 

. ' 
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It h s 101 g been claimed iha there is a crisis of religious/party 
poli cal · entity in Northern rcland. It has also been claimed 
that ver dentification of reli ious labels with political identities 
has aus d the crisis. · We can no longer ignore the purely 
reli ous imension to our pr

� 
lems. There is a lack of tn1st 

bet en rotestants and Rom Catholics. The Churches must 
t th r responsibility· for· ·his situation. They cannot wash 
an of th�ir par� togeth'r with other influcnc_es for a failu�·e

to p ven sectanan attJtudes. \ Much has been aclucved of late m 
inte1 Chu h understanding. �ut the past few weeks have shown 
how nucl has failed. It is s�rely the duty of each Church to re-

In 

hat it can do to ov rcomc sectarian division. This 
the Churches a maj 1· challenge . 

' 

ristian witness Ch istfans must find new ways of 
the universality o the Gospel of love. While 

the genuine feeling of its members each Church must 
ly its responsibi1ity for building real bridges across the 

c. Para es:

I
In both 001 unities parades and procfssions are a part of their tradition.
There are rades which h�ve a rclig,OllS

t 
a political, a commemorative 

or a protest lement to thcrp. It is intportant to note that it is a minority 
of such: oc asions which generate public disorder. However such 
parades att et much publicity and J�resent a divisive picture of this 
society acr s the world. 

The rig1�t t march and tl�e right to p)ptest can be and arc on, occasions 
manipulate for purposes beyond the atms of the event itself.

It is hnpl1t t to note !hit much more fs involved in the issue of parades 
than questi s of a right to march or a right to object. Parades arc a 
. cameo ofN hem lrelard's divisions. A political solution acceptable 
to the who communi1y would do much to reduce the p�·_oblcm of 
parades in e er 

1
ommmity.
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r 
The Seer 
remains t 
light of r 
It must n 

ry of State has announced a review of the parades issue. lt 
be S9'en what will be invo]ved in this.review. I3ut in the 
ent events: it must be addressed as a matter of great urgency. 
be fut on a 'longfbiger '. The Government has a clear duty 
without deJay in this regard. 

I would 
resolutio 

gg st from my experience some possi.b] c steps towards a 
f 5,1 e problems 9[. 9_91_1��nti_Qu_� parades: 

J. 

2. 

3. 

d. 

'W re ossible as long before the date of a parade occurs as

ible every effort should be made to reach a balance between 
rig to march and the views of those who oppose it. 

iMediati i1 is desirable and agreement essential. But it is 
1
• • 1 I h. l . ·1m ss1 c to so ve sue issues at s 1ort notice.

I 

I 

Th e is no real substih1te to asrccment beforehand in such cases. 

p 

re greement is. hnpossible at that early stage each party 
ld e allowed a further ]jmited period of reflectioi1 1n which 
mm dation may sti}� be possible. 

greement at th_e�e prelimiz1ary stages society has a right to 
ome provisiori I for adjudication be it a judicial or other 
ody. 

. .. 

. � . I 
m �-c sensitive aspect of!our community than that of policing. 

stat ces society has looked to the police to achieve what it has 
le achieve itself. In'the divisions of Northern Ireland the 

'noawin situation'., However no difficulty or dilemma 
can e er be excuse for behaviotir or conduct which falls below the 
high tandards expected of police in/ any democratic soci�ty._ It must be 
ackn wlcdged that no other Europern police force has been subjected to 
such ressure, physical attack or prplonged period of tcnorism than the 
R.U. . � Th re are many peop1e in both communities who owe their 
lives to the RJ.U.C. The sacrifice of the R.U.C. during 25 years of 
ten·o sm · s too easily forgotten. 

I , . 
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Acccp ability of the police throughout the community it seeks to serve is
essent al if it is to do its work effectively. At present that c\Cceptability
does ot exist in the nationalist community. The percep�ion that the
police have dealt less fairly with nationalists than unionists exists
throu out the Roman Catholic comnrnnity. In the unionist
comm nity att\tudes to the R.U.C. have t1uctuated depending on
chang ng circumstances. Jn both communities accusations of political
invol ment and int1uence in decisions appear frequently . 

• J • • •  ' 

Acee ability of the po1ice in any community depends on various factors.
Jn No hern ll'cland ii cannot be separated from a political solution to the

roblems of the Province. As long as we Jack a political solution
agree Jc to the entire community policing will continue to be jn a 'no
win si uation.' 

Jntegr ty and fairness of treatm,ent of both communities must not only be
the no m but be seen to be the norm. What form· the poJice will take in
the ye rs ahead, how it is co·n�tructed and how it will find acccptabiJity
will b dictated by political solutions to politica] problems. 

No p lice fo1�te can be ·ex1,�ft�d to solve the problems the rest of the
comm

r
ity has failed to addre,s�. 

But eren in a period of reform thei·e is no substitute for an impai1ic1l,
indep ndent police force in �orthern Ireland. 
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