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EU ASSISTANCS FOR NORTHERN IRBLAMD , ~ 

nt~~ ~ 
Events move on. 

meeting and our 

throughout the 

Following your remarks at y esterday's Ministerial 

l ater conversations, 

day With -UKRep. l t 

I have been in 

seemB that the 

contact 

European 

Commission will now announce tomorrow, Wednesday, its already avowed 

intention to increase the annual f unding of the International Fund 

for Ireland by 5 mecu per annum over each of the next five years. 

You told me that Mr Mccarter, t.he Chairman of the International 

Fund, had been invited to Brussels ta be present at the dnnounceroent 

of the good news. Thi? is a dQve102ment which our Press Offices can 

whoi~beartedly we1,ome. 

2, Thie issue is, however, distinct from the separate UK 

initiative, on which I reported to the Secretary of state both last 

night and this morning, to secure a separate and additional 

Community Initiative directed at Northern Ireland ( t:tnd free of the 
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political downside t hat could be associated with an over large 
~ contribution t o the IFI and t he corresponding ' j_nf luence it would 

give the Republic in the economic affaire of Northern Ireland). Sir 
J Kerr has put our case, on lines blessed by our collective meeting 
in the cabinet Off ice yesterday morning, and I hope to be able to 
circulate the outcome later today. If there is as we hope a package 
of support measures, over and above the extra support for the IFI, 
it still seems likely that this will be announced by President 
Delora when he appears before the European Parliament next week . 

3. It is wortQ noting that UKRep, 
seeking to set the announcement 

. ever mindful of ou~ concerns, 

of the addition 5 mecu in the 
context of other forms of EU contribution to economic development 

etc, 'within Northern Ireland', 

(Signed PNB) 
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