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Jhwea Prio:- E:31 1,lP 
Secretary of Stato, 
Sto:inont, 
Bel t'e~t-., 

.,o/a.r Mr. Prior, . 

The Council et the City •f Londondit:n:-y and Pfatrict U:l.ionii:rt 
Assooia~on earnestly reg_uests that you aet up a p\iblio in~\.dr·y ·t:.o 
determine why mo~e than 7,000 citizen~ of tondonderry ot the variou3 
non-Rome.n Cathelio denoirJ..natio:.:J he.va .felt_ oo,llpell~d. to -vd.thc'.l.ra11 
fro1-:1 their tre.ditio:1al family placea ot' residenou on the We :..'l t Bank 
•f the River Foyle and tnnsfer to the Wet~r4ide. 

• Th.1.,a move:nen t of population ha.A aooelera ted ·11nu diru t i•ulo Wll.li 
in.b:·.,!u,ad in Northe:::-:1 Ir. .. h .r.d 

Thi:, A:::ooiation dso req_ue~t:J tl).a.t you inatitute a.:n invcstigatio.-. ... 
and publish in term3 of aectari~n d,i:,tribution(A)the allocation and re
olloca.tion of hou:;ieo cQntrolled by tha '?lorthern Ireland H0ui ri1tf :r.:.xec,lti'vo, 
·a.nd(3) ~~- sittl.lar at.:i t~_:s_t:i;C?,_a _ _rela. ~!.~~ .. tQ. ~':~l-~in~a -~~.':-~:?:~~\~~_by ... ~ha. 
State-aided ho~sing Associations. 

•·; 

In vie11 •f the vi,te.l iu:p•:-tanoe o:r this mntter 'to thr1 Pc .... to:$tant 
(:dnority) population, vie \'1ow.d. r1::qu~st that yo'..l iiva thia .cr~ttcH' your 
earn~:st ani e~rly oo~siae~~tio~. · 

,~ .. "''·"··· 
' . • ·.-e.~., E.:t.D., J'~P. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELANO 

STORMONT, BE~f AST BT4 3ijS 

Major GS Glover CBE ERD JP 
City of Londonderry and District 

Unionist Association 
5 Society Street 
LONDONDERRY 

Dear Mujor Glover 

•• · 9 April 1984 

!ou wrote to the_Secre~ary ~f State on 13 feb~~a~y 19~4 r~questing a public inquiry 
into the population sh:i. ft of non-Romc1n Catholic denom1natlorn1 from the West to 
tho Eaut Bunk of thtl fUver foyle .in Londonderry. You alao requested the publication , 
in tern~ of 0ectarian distr1b~tion, of atatiatics detailing the allocation and 
re-allocation of houses controlled by the Northern Irelund Housing Ex~cutive and 
registered housing ausociationa. Your letter has been pat1aed ta thit1 Department 
far investigation and direct reply. 

Whilst it is accepted that there haa boen a movement of pbpulation as outlined 
in your letter it is felt that a public inquiry alonq the lines prqposed would 
not r~veal any new information regarding the reaaona behind thi& or serve any 
other useful purpose. 

With reference to your request for statistics on the allocation of houses the · 
Departn,~nt h~s invesligated this ~ut is unable to provide ~pecific information 
on,the sectarian distribution of allocatione because recorda are not maintained 

I 

on a sectarian batlis, , 

Under Article 22 of the Housing (Northern Ireland) Order 1981 the Northern Ireland 
Housing Executive is required to allocate dwellings in accordance with a selecti6n 
scheme approved by this Department. Registered housing associationa ere al~o 
required to allocate dwellings in,accordance with selection schemes approved by 
this Department. The approved schemes reflect allocation on a basis of housing 
need and are available to members of the P.ublic on re9uest. 

Any applicant for housing who feels aggrieved by a decision of the No1·thern heland 
Housing Executive may refer the matter to the Offic~ pf the Northern Ireland 
Commissioner for Complaints whe.reaa in the cas~ of registered housing aesociationa 
complaints can be referred dir~~t to this Department for investigation. The 
Department is content, therefore, that the present procedures provide adequate 
machinery for appeals in tha event of irregularities ~rising. 

I hope you will find this information helpful. 

Yours sincerely 

J McCORMICK 
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