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0004 Aft.~noon. Could I ,.y to you that this afternOOD we have 

had aD .xo 11.~t meating, it wa. beld in an extremtly ;004 spirit 

an4 I believe everyone who took part in it re9arde4 it •• 

thoZ'ouCJhl y worthwhi 1 e. 

The di.cu •• 10nl we ba •• had were frank aDd they ~~e wide rang1ni. 

Point, of agreement were a1r.4 an4 80 were points ef 4iaaqr •• ment 

by all the foul' party leader.. W. have d18cu.,ed all. these ane we 

will return to thOI • .attar. later. 

AI • re.ult of the exo.llent d1aloque we have had this afternoon, 

I have 1n4!oat.4 to the four party le.der. that I •• prepare4 to 

hold further m •• ting. with th •• in order that we can di,cuIs the 

.atter. of relevance to No~th.rn Ireland ana in pa~1cul.r to the 

lecurity 81tuat1on that pr ••• 11. within NortherD l~.l.nd. w. have 

all a;r •• 4 that f~rth.r meet1nql of thia 80rt would be worthwhile. 
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Go04 Aft.~noo~ Could I .ay to you tha~ ~hi. aft.rnoon WI ha •• 

ba4 an exoellent .ee~in9, it wa. ba1d in an extre.ely good spirit 

and 1 be1ieve everyone who took part in it re9.~ed it a. 

thoroughly wortb"bUe. 

Tbe di.ou •• iono ". ba.e had ".re frank and they ".re wide ranqinw. 

point. of a9ree~ent we~e ai~ed and 10 were points of di •• qr.e.ent 

by all the four party leader. . lie ba •• di.eu •• ed all the.e and we 

will re~urn to tbOle .attar. la~er. 

AI a re.ult of the exoellent dialoqu. we bave had this afternoon, 

1 have indicat.4 to tbe four party lea4er. that 1 aa prepared ~o 

hold further .e.tin;. with the. in o~er tha~ we can di.cuI. the 

.attar. of relevance to Nortbern Ireland ana in particular t o tbe 

.ecuri~y 'ltua~icn tbat pr .... ll within Northern Ireland. we bave 

all agread that further m •• ting8 of thi. lort would be worthwhile. 
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In our m •• tin, th1a afternoon .v ryon. pre.ent wal unan1mou. in 

oon4emn1ng terrorist attacks, whatever tbeir source may be. 

Terror11tl who olaim to be acting on behalf of ene oommuDity or 

the other ~re in fact acting &gainlt the interests of all the 

people in Northern Ireland. That wa. the unanimo~. view of 

everyone attenOin; thil meeting. Everyone.t the ••• ting i.v• 

their .uppo:t to the security forces in bringing thoa. responsible 

fOJ: terrori,t at.J:oc1 tie. to j '\lltice. 

I confirmed to the party leader. that the government woUl~ 

continue to devote all the resource. neceseary to teQur1ty. An 

incr •••• , r.queated by the Chief Con. table, in the .trenqth of the 

loyal Ulster Conatabulary by 0 •• : 400 men and women had recently 

been a;: •• 4 and I wa. able to confirm that rlcru1tment was 

p~oc.ed1n; rapidly an4 satisfactorily. 

I al,o'eonfirmed thi. afternoon that the number of troop. deployed 

in Northe:n Irelan41 wbich had been increasea in Jan~.ry, ha. b.en 

further .u~tanti.lly inert.,.d. 

The m •• tin, aq~eed thi. afternoon on the importance of the cloae.t 

pO.11bl. cooperation with the iovernment of the Rep~11e of 

Ireland in the f1~ht &,a1nat terrorism. I told the pa~ty leaders 

that I have al:.ady spoken to the Taoiseach l Hr aeynoldl l and that 

w. have _,r.ed to ••• t in the near future. That m •• t1ng will of 

courae 411CU.1 security and all other matters relevant to our 

ourrent agencS.a. 
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In our ~eeting thil .fternoon everyone pr.l.nt w •• unanimOu. in 

cood.~ninq tarroriat .ttack.. wnat.v.r their aource •• y ba. 

Terroriata wbo ol.i. to be .cting on heb.lf of On' oommunity or 

tbe otber were in f.ct .cting .q.inlt tne int.re.ta of .11 the 

p.cpl. in Northern lrel.nd. That waa tbe un.ni.ouI viaw of 

ev.ryon •• ttending tbil me.ting. Everyon •• t the .e.ting i ave 

their aupport to tbe .ecurity torce. in bringing tho •• r •• ponsible 

for terrorilt atrooitie. to j~atice. 

I confirmed to the party leadere that tb. gov.rnment woUld 

continua to devote all the r •• ourc •• n.cess.ry to •• curlty. An 

inor..... r.qu •• ted hy the Cbief Con.tabl.. in the .trengtb of the 

Royal Ulater Conatabulary by ov.r 400 men and wo~en bad recently 

been .gr •• d and! w ••• ble to confirm th.t racruit.ent wa. 

proceeding r.pidly and satisfactorily. 

1 .l.o ·confir •• d thia aft.rnoon that the number of troopa daployed 

in North.rn Ireland. wbich bad been incr •••• d in January. haa bean 

f~rth.r I~tanti.lly incr •••• d, 

Tbe m •• ting .greed tbi. att.rnoon on the importanc. of tb. cloo •• t 

pOllible cooper.tion with the gov.rnment of the Republic of 

lr.l.nd in tb. fiqnt aq.inat terrorilL I told tbe party lesder. 

th.t I h.v. alr.ady spoken to the raoiseach. Nr R.ynold.. and that 

WI have .gr.ad to ••• t in the n.ar future. That ~ •• tin9 will ot 

oours. diacual .ecurity and all othlr matters relevant to our 

ourr.nt aqand •• 
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Th. peo~l., I knOw, in Northern Ireland will ~.oall on 27 January 

that the party leader. &9: •• 4 that at the inv1tatioD of P.~.r 

Irooke they woul4 meet to conli4er matte~. of common CODc.rn 
, 

including in the economic field 1n tbe interest. of all the people 

of Northern Ireland. 

They al10 a,~.ed on 27 January to re.poad to an in~1tat1on to 

£1114 party team. to take p.~t fer informat1on in 1nten.ive 

factual ' ~~1.fin9' under tbe Chairman.hip of the Mini.tex of Stat •. 

That would deal with pr.,.nt financial aDd other a4mini.trat1ve 

.~ran9.ment. affecting the people of Northern. Irelan4. 

Th1. aft.~noon, at my Ipecific requ •• t, the party leader. agreed 

to extend that a9.nda, they will also ~ •• t now to dilcu •• 

obltacl •• in the w.y of further political dialoque iD .the hope 

that that p~litic.l dialoiue Ddght be able to recOm.ence at an 

early ~at •. 

The paxty l.ad.~. this afternoon all expressed the hope that by 

continuin9 to work together, and by making r.pr ••• ntat1ona 

t0getber on matter. of common concernl ~h.y would contribute to 

tbe 9~owth of mut~al trult and confidence within the co.munity in 

Northern Ireland, we all believe that that would eventually aid 

the talk. proc ••• , 
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The poopl., I know, in Northern Irolond will r.oall on 27 January 

that tho party leadar. a;r.od that at the invitation of petor 

lrooks th.y would .e.t to conaid.r .atter. of toamon conc.rn 

1nclud1n9 1n tho .conomic field in the int.rect. of all the p.ople 

of North.rn Iroland. 

Th.y al.o a;reed on 27 January to re.pond to an inY1tation to 

fi.ld party to ••• to take part for inforaatlon 1n intenaivo 

factual hriofin,. undor tho Cha1rmanlhip of tho Mini.t.r of stat • . 

That would do.l with pro.ont financial and othor a4a1ni.trativo 

arran, •• ent. atf.ctln9 tho pooplo of North.rn, Iraland. 

Thi. aft.rnoon, at my .p.cifio roquo.t, tha party lead.r. agraed 

to oxt.nd that a9.nda, they will a190 Meot now to di.cu •• 

obstacl •• in the way of further political d1aloque in the hopo 

that that political dial09ue ~9ht be ablo to reoO~.nco at an 

.arly lSato. 

Th. party leader. thi. aftarnoon all expre ••• d the hope that by 

continuin9 to work togothor, and by makin9 r.pr •• entationl 

tog.ther on aatt.r. of common ooncern, th.y would contribute to 

tho ;rowth of mutual tru.t and confidenco within the co-=unity in 

Northorn Iroland, Vo 011 boliovo tbat that would eventually aid 

the talkl proD •••. 
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I think I ~an lay therefore that it hal been a very l.t1.factory 

att.:ftoon, it i' po •• 1ble the four party leader. may with to make 

furth.~ ,tat.menta lat.r on this even1nv, but for th. mo •• nt that 

i, all w. have to .ay. 

Thank you v.~y muoh 1n4ee4. 

(liD OF TaA5SCRIP~) 
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1 think I can •• y th.~.fore that it ha. been a very •• t1.factory 

afternoon, it i, po.lible the four party leader. •• y wi.h to ~.k. 

further etat •• eate later on this Ivenin9, but tor the mo •• nt thet 

1e all we have to .ay. 

~&nk you VIXY auoh 1n~ee~. 

(nD OF TRAJlSCRI PT) 
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