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FROM MR B McCREADY 
:0.. Police Division 

18 June 1992 

PS/Mr Mates (B) 

cc PS/Secretary of 

EfsS/ Mates (L) 
PUS (B&L) 

IMr Fril 
Mr LedYie 
Mr Steele 
Mr Lyon 
Mr Alston 
Mr Wood (B&L) 
Mr Leach 
Mr Templeton 
Mr Maccabe 
Mr Rickard 
Mr McClelland 
Mrs Collins 

State (B&L) 

NOTE FOR INFORMATION: REPLACEMENT PLASTIC BATON ROUND WEAPON SYSTEM 

This submission invites Ministers to note the outcome of the joint 

MOD/Home Office/NIO/PANI/RUC programme which was aimed at replacing 

the two existing plastic baton round systems in service in the UK 

with a single, improved and safer system for use by the Army, the 

RUC and mainland police forces. 

Background 

In February 1990, Ministry of Defence, Home Office and Northern 

Ireland Office Ministers agreed that a joint programme should be set 

in hand to identify a plastic baton-round system which would meet 

the requirements of the RUC, and the Army (including the UDR) in 

Northern Ireland and the mainland police forces. 

In view of the sensi ti vi ties associated wi th the use of PBR' s, 

Ministers were anxious to ensure that a standard system would be 

available for use by all existing and potential users. This would 

be particularly important in Northern Ireland where, for practical 

and presentational reasons, the move to the new system by the Army 

and the RUC should be simultaneous. 
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CON F I D E N' T I A L 

The joint programme was taken forward as quickly as possible and a 
~ 

v~ I comprehensive set of tests carried out on three weapon systems, 

the Arwen Ace; the Heckler and Koch HK69A1 and the Hilton Gun 

Company's MPRG. However, at an inter-departmental meeting in 

October 1990, it was found that none of the three weapon systems 

under consideration, met in full the requirements of both the police 

and the Army. A further series of tests and trials was then carried 

out on the only two systems, the HK69Al and the MPRG, which seemed 

likely to meet the joint requirements of the Army/police. 

As it turned out, the Hilton Gun Company went into receivership in 

July 1991 and the only weapon system left in the running was the 

Heckler and Koch 69A1 which, after further re-trialling, passed all 

subsequent operational and medical tests. 

Present Position 

At the joint Acceptance Meeting in October last year, it was agreed 

that the HK69A1 met the joint operational requirements of all users; 

and that the MOD Procurement Executive should proceed to contract on 

their behalf. 

The contract for the supply of the weapon system' was placed with 

Heckler and Koch on 27 February this year. Of the 2548 guns 

ordered, 1668 are for the Army; 600 for the RUC; and 280 for 

mainland police forces. 880 weapon slings, enough spares for two 

years, and 88 sets of special tools and test equipment wi~l also be 

supplied. The first 500 guns and slings will be delivered by the 

end of October 1992; the remaining slings, all spares, and various 

other ancillary equipment by the end of November 1992; and the 

remaining guns by the end of March 1993. 

In-service Date 

Taking account of the phased delivery programme and the training 

requirements of the users, and bearing in mind that all users, 

particularly the RUC and the Army in Northern Ireland, should be in 

a position to deploy the new weapon system on the streets 

CONFIDENTIAL 
GH/POB2/7956 

CON F I D E N' T I A L 

The joint programme was taken forward as quickly as possible and a 
~ 

v~ I comprehensive set of tests carried out on three weapon systems, 

the Arwen Ace; the Heckler and Koch HK69A1 and the Hilton Gun 

Company's MPRG. However, at an inter-departmental meeting in 

October 1990, it was found that none of the three weapon systems 

under consideration, met in full the requirements of both the police 

and the Army. A further series of tests and trials was then carried 

out on the only two systems, the HK69Al and the MPRG, which seemed 

likely to meet the joint requirements of the Army/police. 

As it turned out, the Hilton Gun Company went into receivership in 

July 1991 and the only weapon system left in the running was the 

Heckler and Koch 69A1 which, after further re-trialling, passed all 

subsequent operational and medical tests. 

Present Position 

At the joint Acceptance Meeting in October last year, it was agreed 

that the HK69A1 met the joint operational requirements of all users; 

and that the MOD Procurement Executive should proceed to contract on 

their behalf. 

The contract for the supply of the weapon system' was placed with 

Heckler and Koch on 27 February this year. Of the 2548 guns 

ordered, 1668 are for the Army; 600 for the RUC; and 280 for 

mainland police forces. 880 weapon slings, enough spares for two 

years, and 88 sets of special tools and test equipment wi~l also be 

supplied. The first 500 guns and slings will be delivered by the 

end of October 1992; the remaining slings, all spares, and various 

other ancillary equipment by the end of November 1992; and the 

remaining guns by the end of March 1993. 

In-service Date 

Taking account of the phased delivery programme and the training 

requirements of the users, and bearing in mind that all users, 

particularly the RUC and the Army in Northern Ireland, should be in 

a position to deploy the new weapon system on the streets 

CONFIDENTIAL 
GH/POB2/7956 



CENTI1 

CON F I DEN T I A L 

simultaneously, it was also agreed that MOD/Home Office/NIO would 
, .v, 

a pt a mutually convenient in-service date, to be agreed following 

the final delivery of weapons in March 1993. 

Baton Round 

The new weapon system will be used to fire the L5A4 baton round 

which is presently in service. The L5A4 will however eventually be 

replaced by a new round, the XL16, which is presently under 

development, but is unlikely to come into service until early 1994. 

In the meantime, and since stocks of the L5A4 are low, a modified 

version of the L5A4 is to be brought into service; it will be safe 

for use wi th both the existing baton round equipment and the new 

H&K69A1. 

Publicity 

At NIO's request, the MOD obtained their Ministers' agreement to let 

the contract to Heckler and Koch on the basis that no announcement 

would be made ei ther about the intention to replace the existing 

weapon system, or the fact that Heckler and Koch had been awarded 

the contract. NIO gave this advice on the grounds that an early 

announcement would unnecessarily generate ~xtensive and perhaps 

emotional cri ticism about the use of baton rounds generally, and 

call into question the continued use of the weapon system presently 

in use. If an announcement were to be made, it should only come 

when the new guns were ready for deployment on the streets in 

Northern Ireland. 

Having adopted this" low-key approach, we are now slightly concerned 

that the recent article in the magazine • Engineer' (copy attached) 

might create a stir. We have therefore prepared a line to take 

(attached) which has been agreed with officials in the Home Office 

and the MOD, and which, if Ministers are content, can be used should 

the need arise. 

B McCREADY 
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.\1oD investigates design 
fau s in pl~stic bullets 
By Bill Goodwin 
TIlE Ministry of DefenCe has 
bc;gun tcc:hnical investigations 
into a dangerous design fault in 
Britain's stock of anti· riot baton 
rounds, more usually referred 
to as plastic bullets. • 

Accordin£ to its own intemal 
documents. "'the MoD has been 
aW3re of the des1gn f~ 'Jlt, which 
can lead to plastic bu !lets explo
ding . in the gun breech, since 
19i8. 

Although 22 S('.mce person~ 
ncY have been injured by breech 
explosions in the past four 
years. the MoD has not taken 
any steps to change the design 
since the fault was first identi
fied 12 years ago. 

Glasg<;:IW.based munlUons 
manufacturer Brocks Explo-
sives is understood to h3'r'e sup
plied 5 000 plastic rounds to the 
go .... ernment's Chemical Wea
pon's Research Establishment 
at Porton Down for in.depth 
tests. These could lead to the 
introduction of a nC\\' anti-riot· 
gun to ~placc the antiqvated 
t.67 Al. 3 conve~ flare gun. 

Broclcs Explosives refused to 
comment on the tests. The corn· 

- . ,. 

pahy is in db.-put~ with the MoD 
OYer the cause of the bruch 
explosions, whieh OCCUr when 
buflets expand and lodge in the 
oreech during warm weather. 

8 THE ENGINEER 4 June 1992 

MoD Q{fjcials .·had insisted 
that the explosions were caused 
by poor manufacture. Jndus:ry 
sources say that the officials 
c.ba~cd their stance earlier this 

t year when 1nt Engin< 
ve~Jed that the MoD he 
aware of defect$ in plas· 
lets produced by a nur.
manufacturers since the 
fi~t introduced in 19i8. 

The MoD ~ys tha t i 
plans to replace thc L6iP 
a confidential rcpon prc 
by the Ordnance Board iT 
obtained by The £".g;Jl~lj 
it clear that the board h 
pc-<=t!!d the guns to be re~ 
by 3 purpose-built gun a~ 
as 1978. It then recomm 
that no acrion was n~e ( 
change the design or the r 
bec,use it said the L67 A 
due to be superseded t 
other wcapon. 

Nedo urge 
Europe to fa 
uptoIapar~ 
EUROPEAN companies 
warned yesterday not to 
refuge from Japanese cOrr. 
tion through protectionisrr. 

Or WaIter Eltl~ director 
eral of the National Econ 
Development Office (Nf 
said that European produ~ 
could become uncompctit 
the J apanesc were exclude< 

He said Europe3n ( 
would simply cr3de ar.. 
themselves while· the rest 01 
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DRAFT LINE TO TAKE FOR NEW RIOT GUN 
"'""-' 

The existing riot equipment used by both the police and the Armed 

Forces is nearing the end ' of its service life and is increasingly 

expensive to maintain. 

The current weapons and their rounds are fully serviceable and will 

remain in use until deliveries of the replacement gun are 

completed. Initially the new gun will be used with the L5A4 baton 

round which is in service at the moment. A new round is under 

development and we hope it will be ready to be brought into service 

during 1994. 

The new gun will replace the L67 riot gun used by the Army in 

Northern Ireland and by the Home department police forces in England 

and Wales, and the Webley-Schermuly used by the RUC. 

A joint procurement has allowed the best available weapon, the 

Heckl~r and Koch 69Al, to be selected for all users of riot guns in 

the United Kingdom. The new system offers a number of improvements 

over the existing weapons. It will be brought into service as soon 

as possible once all users have been fully trained. The 

introduction of the new gun should reduce the risk of baton rounds 

causing fatal head injuries. 

GH/POB2/7960 
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