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Chai 
i.1r Oliv 
:r la.ckbum 
nr ·ray s 

ec v to Ch$irman 
r Oliver 
r 'Slackburn v

.. r Co tt 
Mr 'illiamson {fil cow) 

1. The meeting had. btJen a:rran$&d :t horl notice et the Chairman's invi t tion 

in order to diecu. s arrangement for th m:.rucJ:;·pt.r meetinfs on 12 Februa:t7 •. 

talks i th t:;L • 

2. ...hcl.rman k d '6hether 1 t would be apJ>ropriate for him to li t a GT.ies 

of alt mative fo of govc:mment hlch the ting might consider. Should 

the e be circulated in m.dvttnce? lle thought the parti s owed it to Parliament 

and to thernsel s to be seen to have eQ.lflined. ( ovm if to rejoet) as man;r 

options po aiblo. He .felt it his duty and th :t or his steff to ensure that 

parties had tho o portlmity to conaidor e.s tr.any options as po sibl • It would 

be nece sary for o body to t a J1eport and this would bo difficult if no 

options had b e a.mined . 

3. ,Jr PaJ. l y objectee.'~. h'\')nj.!)..y. R said th ry had put th ir proposals in the R port 

as no other party had done. ~}'hey did not w~nt to be put in t..l)e position or 

repudiatin£r the re sonabl propo als or the Chairman . Their followers would 

regard these as havin~ been inspi d by S or s and even the be$t uroposal would 

be jected out or hand. :r .. would repudiate ~.h Chairme.n'JJ right to no t 

solutions and the Chairman ould b tti~J hi elf in political jeopardy if he 

were to do oo. ff. did not object to Chainnan' o office p:plyin'l" Alliano or any 

other party ith u.ggestions, bu pro. o aJ.e should only com to th Con ention 

hrough th prtrties end not d at from the Chairman. They were ncr~ ·, in"' o 

<iiscuss r-s ~ ing · ... the iscuosion had got dangero sly n ar this topic in 
4 heir me tine' i th U"" .:I. 

4. 'r l>J.rd oaid UUUC want to avoid ap e int1 the intransigents who rejected 

every option but their own. ,...,ho wa;t in vthioh they · o 1 avoid b in,·~ put in this 

position in the present context would be t :rei"u to allcr1V Chairman to malt 

any :proposals. "''he Chairman noted the UUUC position. 

5. Ch rroan said the da or '"hursday ould hn.vo to include consideration or 
ar 24 of th .Thi t Pap r . 'T"hia oont ned th ttcr ret rred by' Pe.rli ent 

and the Conv ntion would have to satisfy Parli nt that they had in fact been 

duly coneid red. 
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6. r Paisley aid they. no point in diseu sing 24(c) unl s 

consti tion w r sere d t ard whioh the evolutionar.y proee a •auld work. 
e tminater ould not devolv control o.f seourity to a tt)mporary set-u.p, 

and i thout control of s ouri ty any ·· v :mment would fail in NI . 

7 • . Chai drew tt ntion to p r 20 of the White Paper, lle thou. t id 

asr ent would be . dily S~Cc pted t ~ e tminater. 

A, ll..r We t said they were anxious to talk to any party, 

po e'r sharing with c.iLl) , bu.t would b prepared to li 

had to ~q . If SDLP cam off their insi tenoo on 

they would not di ouse 

ten to QtJYthing .Jv." 

81.'-S.ha:r {'/' UlTUC ou1 be 

ne u , otherwise there was no point in talking, " Paisley sfdd h he.d 

ask d B oi" to knock SDU> •e hea.da to ther d t. 11 th to for~ ,t about 

arin{;. 

9. Chai re:t~;r;":Hd to th po sibili ty of' 5 or s inte~tion if th Convention 

a.oh d an ! ~ ee. How w he to convey thie to of' .? · hat should they tt.o? 

S or i) would probnbly' want to hold up 'onvention for a week or so while he 

talked "o partie , while at ill leaving til'l'le for any additional . tt, rs to be 

co idered ~ith the onv tion. 

10. Dr a1 ley said s of S strategy -~ra.s to buy off individual hers o.r mro ! by 

offerin~ the office in a voluntar,r coalition and then hopin~ for a small 

jority in th ~call d Convention. UUUC would not toler te any interference 

by .1 of s . "*he tter had be remitted to th Convention by Parliament and 

they v.ron.ld r ort only to Parliament . Th s of s could not legally interYene. 

If W'P u er asked to meet S of s they would ref\.ls to d so. Chairman ss.id he 

thought .> of ;.. mi propoae volunte.ry coalition, or a Counoil of State, or 

t. o-~ ior rov rnment on ·1rr- c ttee y tem, 

11 . .hen ked wh t they oul do in the went or a b-res do-wn of talk o ~ huradq, 

utmc s d they w re willin. to continue +alks with any party and id not want 

to be seen to b the party whieh broke off te..lka. 'i.'hey felt Allia.no uld want 

to keep on talldn;;, aJ. hough UUUC did not want to spin out telk -eri th f liance or 

.,n.:n. IT!'P they had roun t di intin .. and Allianc bad not y rodueed 

the promised papers. UUUC did not want the Convention to extend bey-ond the 

month, Neither did they want a eri s of eaningl&ss deba.t s . There should be 

no pl naxy s o ions until h talks bad been oompl0ted. If they h d not reached 

~7eement in the talks, they would p fer rrot to ha; public d b tea which would 

inevitably 1 ad to acrimony. 

12. mroe .,{ ed .o ostn ema t or Du in C,ornmittee on '!'hun, 12/2. "'her should 

~ no be ~tinT or tho Committ e until there was businen to arran, , 

PRONI CONV/7/114 '> 
1 10

•
2

• 
76 


	proni_CONV-7-114_1976-02-09_p1
	proni_CONV-7-114_1976-02-09_p2

