
~Baird 
Dr 'P al.,. 

1. ChQ.iman ret ~ to f'DL!' disqui&t at the tone or aor.-. mruo apeeohn. a d 

it made it f!3 hard for them to be seen net,l'QtiatiDg w1"th p opl· who abuoed 

them. ut.roc 1 a4ers dismissed th Cll'i tioi • 

2. l. r T a they h eel e. t 1 f, r the Jluainea Oomrni ttee skin~ for 

3. 

4· 

on th b iB of tJUUC t'eport. Paisley pointed out that the WOrdin$ 

quit W.ble end al ow d considerable ncope for di ctteBion. r.-·hey 1'i re 

Jl,Ot anxiouS f ~ a 4ebate 0!1 '? b~ 3 \Yhioh oul le to hard things be 

$a;Ld by backb nchom Oil both td • 

::r lhir ta led oo a pond e with All! · cc about etinga. It w s n¢tod that 

th condition ~sed tof." tal s in the reply to 1 ience w more res ~ictive 

than in th ion for tb BuineeC ttee. 

~ 
I West Bid ey wanted the Cha.1 to chair all d a fUll Han ard 

ver' tim Hport of all th prooeedln • 

5. ~est eked bow S of S ant to mtervene. Mr Daird waa :rolieved. wh .. 

Oh.ai said he b ieved n of s would kee-p off until an impan had reached. 

d k tJP th matter ill a 

·, i pois ted Oll th t th S of in el'\tE'Intion affa.irt 

1 wa the op rtun1 ty to te l tho partie- that th Co v tion 

new initiatiYe for 

6. P..i ley reiterated that they would not talk about .:!abinet...membersbip as of 

right for any micorit7 g:a:ooup, and they •ould not th el d1acusa coalition 

with SDLP, 

1· Chai mention d that •widespre d ement • 1 pli the consent or the loyal~ot 

elootorate so. Re not d \hat while y.st of govel."l''mf.mt nqu.ired • id.eaprend 

sup ort •, a gove-rnment elected or appointed under that system req_uired only the 

support of 111 b majori. ty. Dail"d agreed end a d. th t in thi. o , if 

def ted in an el ction, they would !o: the opposi ti.on. 
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8. Dr Oliver outlined the possibility of other possible constitutional devices • 

two.';;tier Cabinets in particular. M'r We t said there wa.s no point in 

disou sing this ... they would not have SDLP 1n charge of departments . He 

set great store by the concept of cabinet collective responsibility and 

mutual trust - and spoke feelingly or his own happy experiences . 

9. When Chairmen outlined the likely closure of the Convention if there were 

no productive talks, Mr West appeared to draw back a little and aaked Chairman 

to ohair talks with Alliance and NILP . UutJC leaders agreed to talks proceeding 

befor February j . Mr Paisley left the meeting after 1 hour . 

10 . Messrs \'lest and Baird were unhappy about the proposal for Hansard recording 

.and went to speak to the Policy Comm.i ttee seeking a more flexible line . ~est 

retumed to s~ the party was adamant .in demanding a verbatim record. Mr · e.st 

agreed to Chairman taking responsibility for arranging meetings . Chairman said 

he would prepare a programme of meetings which would ensure all parties had 

met in inter-party or mul ti- pe.rty meetings by the week--end . Hr ~rest also said 

that the Policy Committee had considerably expanded the draft motion . 

11 • Ptr fiest asked about money for employing experts - l-l!r Blac 'burn to find out 
po !tion fro NIO . 

12. Mr fi st k d wh th ·r they were to expeot a furth r letter .from S o.f s on 

•~rity. Confimed that on Security b5 (i:i/ s of s would write to parti s 

.eeeki:_ ~i~a, on polio authority powers and functions {J5 (.tiiJl parties 
, '- ... ~~ r • . · 

should write without fllr'4vher invi t ti n. 

13. '!lh.e meeting lasted for over two hours . though agr let 1 . :ve no 

grounds for pt tam. UUUC ere as rigid in th ir a.tti tu es as SDLP. The 

de · d to~ selective~ talks (1 ter am liorated) d the requi ent that 

there ld be 1 ard eoording e desi d to t th talks 1n a 

rigid fram~ork which would inhibit erq exchange or views d :p ent real 

negotiation. 

M N HAYm 

27 J D81'f 1976 
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