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1 2 February 1976 

K C:zernetz &sq 
President 
Council of Europe 
p~rli~mentery Ass~ly 
F61006 STRASBOURG CWEX 

~y thanks for your l et ter of 2 February encloGin; a eopy of 

Resolutl.on 612 (1976) of the P"rli&ncntary I\$sBl'lbly o f the Council 

o f Europe. 

1: have arrllll<Jcd fo r this to be brought to the a ttention of nIL 

Member" of the Xortl1crn Ireland Constitutional Convention. It 

will 11.100 be drawn to the I;po;:1al a ttention of the Convention ' s 

Business COr .... ittee. 

With kincles t r eg4rc!s . 

ROBERT LOWRY 

Copie " to: 
Or Oliver 
Dr H;)yes 

( copy for f il e ) 

L--I"Ir alacicburn 
Mr Corbett ' 
Mr Kcnnedy 
Miss Cul'lCl'" 
Mr !lamil ton 
eire . p&d .. nd notin<.! in 

Procel!dlnqs now and ~ubsequ""t. 
agenda of Business Co.mittee . 

M. W. 
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Strasbourg, 2 February 1976 

Sir, 

On 29 January 1976 t he Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of £urops held a debate On the 
situati on in Northern Ireland and adop ted unanimously 
Reaolur:ion 612 (1976). 1 have tbe honour to enclose 
n copy of this Reaolution for your info~tion and 
f or that of the m~ra of the Nor t hern Ireland 
Convention. 

Please accept , Sir, the assuranCe of ~y 
highes t consideration. 

K. Czemecz 

The Rt. Uon. Sir Robcrrt L.E. LOWRY 
Chai~nn of tha Northern Ireland Convention 
StOl"Tl!<lnt 
BELFAST 
United Kingd01ll 

(/!.d/",/h-,,, .:;p"",,yfi ::JJ,,,,/Jy,>y ~ 

Z::/.'., ( )d'J') .Jf.tI!. .r5 
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UNCIL OF EUROPE 
CONSEIL DE L' EUROPE 

, 

Provisional edition 

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 

RESOLUTION 612 (197 6) (1) 

on the s i tuation in Norther n IrQ!and 

The Assembly. 

1. Recnl ling its Order No . )19 (1971) . by which 2 sub-committees 
(ot the Political Affairs Committee and the Legal Affairs 
Commit t ee) on Northern Ireland were established , and hoving 
considered tho report of the Pol i tical Affairs Com~lttee on 
the' situation in NCl'thern Ireland and the activities of the 
Sub- Committees QO Northern Ireland (Doc . }696); 

2 . Affirming that there Is a "European dimension" to the 
problems of Northern Ireland . insofar as they primarily concern 
2 coun~rle5 which belong to the Council of Europe and to the 
European Economic Co~~unl ty, and have ra tified the European 
Convention on Human Rights ; 

·f· 
(1) Assembly debntc on 29 January 1976 (24th sitting) . 

Scc Doe . 3696 , r eport of t he Political Affairs Commi ttee. 
Text adopted by the Assembly on 29 January 1976 
(24th sitting) . 
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} . Believing, therefore , that Europe cannot remain s i lent 
when the people in ono of her provinces havo yet to Cind an 
agreed way to livo 1n peace and co- operation , 

4. Hec ognis es the realities of a d iv ided commll.nity and 
divided national heritages , \'.'hlch have 1n the past resulted 
1n the consol idation of a pe rmanent majority and a permanent 
minority; , 

5 . C:ondcr.ms ',11th the utmost 'Jlgour all acts of violence 
and terrorism, by 'dhom,soever they are perpetrawd, which 
insult hunan dignity, c~'not ~ conducive to any long-lasting 
settlement, and tragioally waste badly'needed human energies 
and material rosouroca; 

6. Welcomes w1th ~atlsCactlon the close co-operation which 
exists between the British and lrt~n Governments 1n matte rs 
affecting the restoration of a just peace in Northern Ireland; 

.7 . Urges all the people of Northern I r elana to put aside 
past hatt'cds and misconceptions , to r tlject, t he misleading 
propaganda of terrorist extr emists , and to give wholehearted 
support to all those who arll trying. to find p. ~rmanent 
settlement through peaceful poli tical discussion , ~~king 
into account that this permanent settlement cannot be 
achieved Without a rocogniti~~ of an IriSh dimension; 

.. 

8 . Notes the positiv~ spirit of ~eeoneiliation 1n the 
agre.ament ar~'ived at in Sunningdale , England, in December 1973, 
in l i ne ~Iith th.a princi ples Of the Council of Europe , the 
signato~i~s to which agre(lItlCnt 'I/ere the Irish and British 
Governments and the parties invol vcd in the Northern Ireland 
Executive (desisnat9 ); 

9 . Cal ls upon the poli tical parties of Northern I r e land 
and their electcd rCp)'csentati"le s to r espond to the wish 
01' the community to live in peaceful eO-(!Xi8~Cnce , o.nd to 
malee nll possible effor ts , with good \>'111 o.nd mutual 
understanding, with a view to reaching an agreed perrnanen~ 
settlement; 

10 . Believes that the only political settlement Which is both 
democratic in substance and likely to lead Northern Ireland 
out of the present oconomic and social cri~is Is the one 
whereby majority and m1nority, each respecting the aspirations 
of the oth8r , effect1vely share the power and the burdens of 
government 1n a strong coal ition government dedioated to the 
moral and material reoonstr uct i on of the province, - and support 
the development of the social, cultural and ' econo~ic links 
betwee n North and So uth; 
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11 . While recognising that n final solution to t;hu proL'!cms 
of Northern Ireland rests eventually on the political ~11l1 
of the men and I~orr.cn of Northern Ireland themselves, gives 
full. support to all action of the Governnents of the United 
Kln~om and or Ireland Which has the oro~d support of the 
political parties 1n both countries , dlr;lcted to t.he 
establishment of security 1n the provlnc~ an~ a political 
settlement including the development of '::0: i '".l c:~ l lr •. ~ ~:!.tutlons 
which will cnsura civil rights and equal:!.ty fer all the 
people of Northern Ireland, and ls consistent l.;it!. the 
Statute Of the Council of Europe and the EUI'o;>(,1l1l COn'.'cr,! .. ::"o(1 
on Human Rights ; . 

12 . Believes that increased intergovernmental co-operation 
between INland and tha Unl<;ed Kingdom 111thin tl"Ol Counc1.l 
of Europe can have benaficinl indirect effcct~ .or a 
politica.l scttlemllnl; in Il. "European dimcnslon"; 

13 . As a ma.tter of t!rgcncy, instructs its Politica1 A.f£·j":,:) 
Committee and its Legal Affairs Committee to fo11"'!I tha 
development of the situa.tion in Northern 1r fll1l!:d, 

.. -

, 

, 

E 7940 

PRONI CONV/7/107 


	proni_CONV-7-107A_1976-01-29_p1
	proni_CONV-7-107A_1976-01-29_p2
	proni_CONV-7-107A_1976-01-29_p3
	proni_CONV-7-107A_1976-01-29_p4
	proni_CONV-7-107A_1976-01-29_p5

