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Dna ot Her Majesty'lI l'r1no1pal Seoretarial! of State 
Her then:! Irel.aIid Otfice 
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THE COlNElrrlON 

THE ClEllK TO THE ASSEMBLY 

$TORMONT 

BnFAST on 3SY 

20 ho,lIber 1974 

Aa Y<;In are a wl1l"(I. I have b"n awaiting. decidoD b,. Dr l'dele,. and Hr V 01'&16 
88 to whethe r they vel" willing to acoept your iDvitation to dieouee with _ 
procedure. tor the Convention. 

Dr Pable,. oam. to 1le8 _ to-day and told me that Ih' OrAig, Mr W8at od h' 
would be meeting to-lIIOl'rOV and. that h' antic:ipated. thl1r decillion would h" to 
rafW,lB to take part in any diecWlsion. 

I pointed out to him t hat Hr Veet Juod already agreed to take part but he brwthed 
this taot add., lIaytng t hat" Berrr" had not consulted bi, coUeaguea properlJ'. 

I asked Dr Paiele,. the reaeone for hi' refusal. Se eaid that it .a. beo&u'8 I 
lIould be oonsul ting Leaden of Plll'tieB which alII!oet certainly would not be 
represented in the Convention and, convereely, that I wo~ld not be con,~lting 
parties vho would ba represented in the Convention. 

1 reitereted the tel'lU ot the Secretary of State'" letter to Part," Leadere 
where\lpon he interI'l.lpted fhreely Md. said, that the BdtiBh Covel'Jlllent iB 
trying to b\,lJ' peace with the lR.l at the exponae of the Proteetant.. They are 
trying to withdraw frOIll Northern Ireland and at the lIal11e time are lIlIXioulI to 
bUJ' peace with the JUnority. The Britieh Covern.ent vere 80 hyprocritical that 
it v ... lIoposllible to tru"t them and he and hi" friend, lIouJ.d not eqage iD BIIY 
te.l.ll8 at tbe behest of the Secretary of State. 

I repUed that these were poll ticsl argwaenta and Dot for... All I could. 1Jl.I&'E •• t 
Va8 that iD the abeence ot t&l.lcB I would aend Dr Pulley and b1a two colleaguee 
& paper 1.nrtting the1:r Tieve on ce:rta:!.D procedural ... ttere • 
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THE CLERK TO THE ASSEMBLY 

STORMONT 

en,AST lYe lSY 

Dr Paisley flaid ths,. vould con.aidsr rq psper and perhapa comment UpOD it. ID 
thsir viev the Conven.tioD should have very fOIf p1011B.J:'T oee!ll1onfl but should 
1.imedl.atal:y nsolve into collllllitteea to etudy aapaete or the Cwstitution. The 
1ell6th ot the Con .. ntion depended upon the attitl>.de or the SDLI'. Ir that I'Uv 
vare rlllillg to abal1d.on paver-sharing aDd the Iriah Dilllendon he and hi. 
colleaguee would be ree.d.Y to III8ke weubetanti&l cODOeseione - T1Iry larp 
cono .. e1ouw• It the SDl.!' prO'fed obstruotive then the ConTention would e= 
nry quiokly. 

00 Sir Prank Cooper 
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