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Policy Division 
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Your reference 

Our reference 

Date 20 February 1987 

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR SELF-HELP GROUPS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

Some months ago I talked with Re rnie OIHare about Government 

aid to various self-help groups. My enquiry at the time 

concerned the cessation of aid to these organisations from 

LEDU, ACE etc on the grounds that they were, to various 

degre e s, associated with paramilitary organisations . 

2 This subject continues to be of interest to the Irish 

e thnic press here and of course the more h~t . ~ edged gro~ps ~uch 

as the Irish-American Unity Confer e nce and Noraid ply it -

as a regular propaganda issue . Father Des Wilson has be e n 

particular1yvirut ~ nt in this country about Conway Mill, 

the Springhill Centre and Dove House and you will see from 

the attached papers that he and Mary Nelis, in association 

with some people here, ar e now trying t o solicit financi a l 

support by setting up investment compani e s based here in th e 

US which inc1~de the names of the Northern Ireland organisa

tions in th e ir company titles . I understand that s o me of 

the US people listed alon g with Wilson and Nelis ar e clos e ly 

associated with Noraid and certainly the good fath e r mak e s no 

attempt to conceal his close contact with that ' g roup when in 

the New York area. This immediately raises someconc e rQ 

that any money raised through these investment compani e s might 

not in fact be us e d to improve the facilities at the var i ous 

centres listed, but might instead be directed towards oth e r 

less laudable activities . Perhaps Chris McCabe or John McConnell 

to whom I am cop y ing this letter will give this some thought. 

3 For my part I would be grat e ful if y ou could l e t me have 

in writing an update on the current position of Gov e rnment 

funding for the organisations on the attached list . Parti

cularly I would like to have information on the amounts of 

funding provided since the projects began; was funding 

suspended or stopped and if so why; has funding b ee n re s umed 

and if so what conditions or controls have been introduced . 

Needless to say the more information I can have, either by way 
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Information Requested on : 

Dove House 
Conway Mill 
Conway Women's Self-Help Group 
Top of the Hill Tenants Association 
Shantallow Community Centre 
York Road Community Centre 
Springhill community Centre 
Skegoneil Environmental Group 
Woodvale Community Enterprises 
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~ i :f/.R. ~~ . 
cc: Hr r . 

Miss J McIvor 

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Mr McConnell 
Mr Thompson 
Mr Hill /( SIL) 

1. In reply to your letter of 20 February 1987 I attach at Annex A a schedule 

prepared by DED which sets out the information you have requested. I fully 

appreciate the difficulties you may have in countering adverse propaganda 

generated by certain Irish interests in the United States but I must caution 

against disclosure of any details relating to specific cases. For security 

reasons, and on legal advice, we have persistently refused to provide details 
concerning the decisions taken. 

2. The Government' s poli cy in relation to the termination or refusal of public 

funds to Communit y Groups with paramilitary links was set out in the Parliamentary 

s tatement on 27 June 1985 by the then Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, 
Mr Hurd: A cop y of the s tatement is attached. 

t 

3. To date decisions have been taken in some 27 cases. Public funding was terminated 

or refused in 16 of these, and agreed in the remaining 11 (which included 2 

reversal decisions ) . An y case which is considered in the contex t of the Government's 

policy statement is examined on its own merits; a change in pertinent 

circumstances can lead to a review of the decision taken. 

4. We are facing determined and ruthless people well skilled at concealing their 

acti vities within apparently legal frameworks and outwardl y legitimate ( 

organisations, but the Government is determined that access to public funds shall 
be cut off to paramilitary bodies. 

5. All decisions have been endorsed by the Secretary of State on the basis of the 

policy outlined in the Parliamentary statement. The action taken has nothing 

whatsoever to do with teaching of the Irish language or cultur~indeed under 

the ACE scheme support is being provided to 8 Irish language nursery schools 

throughout th~ Province, including 5 in West Belfast. 

LINE TO TAKE 

6. If pressed in relation to the termination or refusal of Government 

voluntary body you may wish to dra.w on the following 



CONFIDENTIAL 

The Government's policy in relation to the leakage of public funds to 

paramilitary bodies, via community groupS, was set out in the Parliamentary 

statement of 25 June 1985. 

We are facing determined and ruthless people, well skilled at concealing their 

activities within apparently legal frameworks and outwardly legitimate 

organisations. 

The Government is determined in its resolve to cut off all such sources of 

revenue to paramilitary bodies. 

The decisions have nothing whatsoever to do with the teaching of the Irish 

language or culture. (Some 8 Groups teaching the Irish language are currently 

being supported). 

Each case 1S dealt with on its own merits. 

A change in pertinent circumstances can lead to a review of the decision taken. 

2. 



,GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR SELF HELP GROUPS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

Dove House 

\ *Conway Mill 
\ 

Project 

Conway Women's Self Help Group 

Top of the Hill Tenants Assoc. 

Shantallow Community Centre 

York Road Community Centre 

Springhill Community 

Skegoniel Shore Road and Seaview 
Environmental Group. 

Woodvale Community Enterprises 

st Matthew's Tenants Assoc 

*Conway Mill: A LEDU Grant towards th 
refurbishing of 
Conway Street Mill was 
refused to the 
Conway Street 
Community Group. 

Start fermi nation 
Date Date 

14.6.85 121.2.86 

23.1.84 118.1.85 

7.11.84127.6.85 

8.12.82 125.11.85 

13.2.85 131.1.86 

28.8.85 126.3.86 

7.8.87 

" 

" " 

7.12.84 I 20.2.87 

Reason for termination 

S.O.S instructions 

Project generated 
sufficient revenue to 
become self financing. 

SOS Instructions 

SOS instructions 

SOS instructions 

SOS instructions 

SOS instructions 

Total Grant 
Paid 

£15,954.52 

not known 

Not known 

Not known 

Not known 

£17,257.64 

£120,413.51 

NIL 

NIL 

£51,106 

ANNEX A 

Remarks 

Project reinstated by sos on 
28 July 1986. A further 
£34,705.73 has been paid to the 
project since that date. 

File in storage. 

File in storage. 

File in storage 

File in storage 

Project still in operation. 

New project proposal rejected 
on SOS instructions. 

New project proposal rejected on 
SOS instructions. 

Part of this project involved an 
Irish Language Playgroup. When 
the SOS withdrew ACE funding the 
playgroup Committee submitted an 
application to continue the 
project. This application 
was rejected by the Department on 
the SOS instructions. 



NORTI-IERN IRELAND 
Inforn1ation Service 

PARLIAJ:ffiNTARY QUESTION 

27 June 1985 

The Secretary of State, Rt Hon Douglas Hurd HP, today gave the 

following written parliamentary reply to fir John M Taylor 

(Solihull), Hho had asked what plans 11r Hurd has to ensure 

that Government financial support for community activities is 

not used to foster the aims and objectives of paramilitary 

interests. 

J:1r Hurd: lilt is the Government's policy to encourage voluntary 

and community-based activity which has the genuine aim of 

improving social, environmental or economic conditions in areas 

of need, and various grant-aid schemes exist for such purpose3. 

However I am satisfied, from information ivailable tc ~~, t~~t 

there are cases in \-Jhich some community groups, or persons 

prominent in the direction or management of some cOll@unity 

groups, have sufficiently close links with paramilitary organisations 

to give rise to a grave risk that to give sUDport to those groups 

Hould have the effect of improving the standing and furthering 

the .aims of a paramili tary organ~?atioil, .whether directl.y or 

indirectly. I do not consider that any such use of Government 

funds would be in the Dublic interest, and in o..r.l pat'ticular 

case in which I am satisfied that these conditions prevail no 

grant will be naid. 1I 
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