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~ 
1. Nr c~rton cc Ps/SofS IB) - " 

2. K[ "a •• fi~ld 
PS/Mr scott lL'S) - K 
PS/PlJS (I.'S. - III 
Hr &looafield - M 
Mr ~ ~ St~pb&ns - M 
Hr eurns 
Ih Jftnes - " 
Mc e.~n 

Mc ~lactwell - " 
Mc Haailton 
Cel'J\ Sec - K 

AbVAMCE NOTlflCATlOM TO MOk~H~ 1RBLAND MP'S or ~l»lSTEal~~ 
VISlTS 

1. Thank you for your .inute of 14 Aplil. 

2. To take the qeneral point first, existin9 9Uidance about 

the notification of Mpt. is clearly inconsi&t~ht, as you say. 
As I understand it, it has been the general pr ~ctice to 9 ive 

local MP's no advance warning of HI0 Ministeri61 visits, at 

least since Novetnb~r 1985, largely for [eason~ of security 

(includinq the difficulties of C'onttollinq deD,~nst. rations). 

These reasons would $e~ still to hold good. ~ aight wish to 

review the practice in due course, p~lbaps aft~t a qeneral 

election; in the light of the political and $~(,. ulit.y cl.ill\&te at 

the time. Certainly, it would seem desirable to consutt the RUC 

about any general change in practice. if that were to be 

proposed. 

3. It has also been the qenenll practice , I understand# for 

othe[ govern..ent departments' Ministers not t .e notify MP's about 

visits to Iforlbecn Iceland (although I am una ... are of any 

8pecific in$t{Uctions to tbis effect - ne doubt, however, 

Ministerial private offices h~ce are invari4bly aware of such 

visits). Certainly, it ba$ been tbe- recent * }1.) practice not to 

notify constituency MP's of visits by their Mlnisters. 

III liaginnis was therefote not inforaed ill adVance of 
Mr lounger's visit (although th.e press ~vidently were, as 

at M.ginnts .ay know). 
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COtIflOINTIAL 

-. lr9uably, tbe saae considerations which l~ad us not to 
notify MP'. in the case of NIO Ministels· visils apply to visits 

by other Miriistets, although tbe ris~$ of deaon~t[atioDS May in 

.Olle cases be ltess. It would be difficult, it a.sked, to justify 
one general practice for NIO Ministers and a dl .~te.rent One tor 
other Ministers. On tbe other band, it is equaJly difficult to 
.xpl~ift to .. r Na9innis that there is a ·secucity·difficultl" 
.bout telling hi. in contidenc~ shortly before ~ visit by Mr 
Younger. Fro. tbeir point of view, the GOC and MOO officials 
would not, I underst.and, seoe diffic111ty in giVi ··/9 HI lIIaginnis 

such advance warning. Tbis ai9ht be a courtesy which the 
Seeretar, of State would be prepared to se-e- ext~nded 

selectively, pending a review of lhe position ftftet the n~xt 

general election. In such a tiaescille tbe tiS.~ 2. of accusations 

of inconsistency ~ay not be 9Teat. 

~. ~bis is a lather complicated .attec. ~ny 9~netal ch40ge lo 

Qur existin9 practice needs, I sU9gest, to be tl:ought through 

quite carefully a1)d appropriate instructions tben issued. For 

the present, I reco.~nd ~hat W~ keep the optio~s op~n in a 

helpful way in the reply fro. Kt Youfiger to Kt lIaginnis. The 

attached dcafts ace designed ~() do this. 

6. There ce~ains the question wh~thec we sb~lrl seek to t~.ove 

the inconsistency in existing Whitehall guioanc~. It ai9ht be 
appropriate to ofter a glos8 Qn the recent Cabinet Office 

9uidanee to the effect that .~ial eOl\siderati,)DS apply in the 

case of visi ts to Morthern 1 reland# aod your oft ice should be 

consulted before any notification of constituenc y "PiS tak.es 

place. -that shQuld ensure that future practice is properly 

co-ordinate". 

1. Ybe SecretafY of State will wish to (:onsidt:l the attached 

drafts. l~ would also be helpful to ~no~ vhetbtt he aqrees that 

We snould be ptepared ~o invite Ministers to r~on~ide( the 

~enetal po$itloft on notification of Ministerial viSits, after 

- 2 -
CONF IDKNTIAL 



COttF1DlUtTlAL 

the .eat qenetal el~ction: and whether we should now arrange for 
• Dote of quidance to other Whi tehall 4.partmen'tS, on tbe- lines 

6U9gest ed in the preceding paragraph • 

.£. c,~ 

I) C ICIRK 

A.pril 1'87 , ,...-; 
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To 

PS/Secretary of State 
fo~ Defence 

CONFlDtMTIA1 .. 

~ PS/Kr Scott (~B) 
Hr Chesb!!rton 
Hr I~. 
Kr Bell 
HI' Kirk 
Mr Slaclewell 
Mt Ba.ilton C~n Sec 

rS!SECRETARY OF StATE 
~ N..n\t' « S4~o~·. 

Hr Iting hae seen 8 copy of the letter of 10 Apr:d. ft"OD Hr Haxinnis 

to Hr Younger. on vhlch you "ought our advi.ce. Mr Kill{'. believes it 

ie important that. in replying to such letters, colleagues should 

.. ke clear that individual HP's cannot drive wedges bet~een the NIO 

and other depart.ents of Bovernu.ent. For examp l e, Kr Haginnis, who 

has been boycotting IUO Ministers $ should not be offered meetings 

with other departaental Ministers to discuss ~tters conceroing the 

N10, at least not without a NlO Minister be:tng pre6~r\t. . Nor should 

he be allowed to get away with the ~u&g.estiol1 tha.t tbe NIO s~aehow 

decides policy in isolation from the rest of ftMG. 

The principal complaint in Hr K.ag1.oois' l~tter .. that he ",as. not 

notified io advance of Mr Younger's visit - poa •• some d1fficul~y. 

It baa been the aeaeral pr.ctice in the lUO to·r aoae tlae Dot t.o 

aotlfy tIP·. of iap .. ~cllD& .,ls1l:a by !UO Hlnlat.ers, for security 
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COlt .. IDUT I AL 

rea.ons. 1 una.ratand that tbe MOD hay. b~e~ ~ollowing the sa~ 

practice. fjo~ver, the lOCAl rZ~1fB ".r. given such advance warning 

in the case of "t Younger's visit, and I uftd~lstand that MOD 

officials bave advi.ed th.t it .ay ~ appropriate to give siailar 

advice to Mr •• 9inn11 1~ confidence in the ca$e of any f~[ther 

visita, depending on circumstances .t th~ ti~~. 

Ht 11119 believe. that it is isport:ant that UN' HIO and otber 

departMnts should follow a co-ordinated apPlo.ach to the 

notification of MP's about Ministerial visits • .and hp. proposes to 

cevi~w policy after the next general elec~ion, We shall also 

consider whether any general whit~bal1 9uidanc~ ne~ds to be issued. 

In the aeantiae, we should be most grateful, if l when a MOD Minister 

is abDut to visit Northern Ireland, his Priva t e Office could consult 

witb this office abGut wbether tbe lo~dl ~ Ol MPs snould be 

notified 1n advance and. if SQ, ~hen. 

"he attacbed draft: let.teI to KC Maginnis tak~s on board ttlE! points 

.arle h~re and V~ hope that it viIi be a useful contribution to 

Ml Younger's reply_ 
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E.R. 

Thank you for: your latter of 10 APril .bout JIy recent visit t.o 
Morlhera Ireland, includiag ay visit to t~e una. I am SOI:lY# 

howe".r. th.t you felt it necessary to ,,",cite 'In the tenna that 

you did. 

Both I and ~ colleagues in the Mottbern I~eland Office do care 

profoundly a.bout the security situation in Morthern Irel.ftd -

p.rticulacly at the present ti.e. Ne sball continue to give .11 

possible support to the security forces, who bav~ been carryinq 
out their tasks with great bravery and profes~ion.lism_ Those 
of us in Go~ernaeDt caD, 1 bope, understand tbe feelings of your 

constituents that you bave .~pressed. 

1 aa aorry that you vere not notified in advance about..,. recent 

visit. It has long been the general p[actic~ to restrict 

advance infor.ation so far as possible about Northern Ireland 

visits by Ministers, for reat>olls that 1 aft sure you will 

underst.and. I can .ssuze you that no d i sc{m~tesy to you was 

intenOed, by ne or by .,. advisers. 

Since you wrote we uve had the debate in the; lie-use on 6 May 

about tbe current security 5ituation in Northern Ireland. If, 

following that debate, you \IOulc1vish to put further points to 
Ministers, I know that Tom King would be happy to meet you. I 

am sending • copy of this letter to him. 
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