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To the Secreta,ry of State for Northern Ireland, , 
Stormont, 
Belfast. 
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PROPOSALS FOR THE SECURING' OF , EQUALITY OF :" 
RIGHTS FOR IRISH-SPEAKING PEOPLE IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND. ,,' ',,,;, t 

') ":.._, 

of' 

ADOPTED by ' the Northern Ireland Sub-Committee of the 
Uni ted Kingdom Committee on the ,12 day of March 1986. 

",. 

FOREWARD. 

These proposals are drawn up to assist the Northern Ireland 
Office in selecting the obvious areas for action and for assistance 
from the Exchequer where such is absent or inadequate in Northern 
Ireland. It is a broad outline of the Problems facing Iri sh 
Speakers in Northern Ireland to-day and is not intended to be 
exhaustive: other areas which are not ,mentioned will come to 
light on closer examination. , ' 

-:" " 

" i 

THE PROBLEM 
""I '; 

, , ['" lit ~". ~;'~!. ~ 

" 

The Vfuole Population of Northern Ireland are subject to the laws and 
Parliament of the United Kingdom " ,:', ,,',; 

, Taxation is levied in Northern Ireland at exactly the same rates 
and under the same legisla t~on as in the , other parts of the United 
Kingdom. 

United Kingdom expenditure is not paid out even-handedly throughout 

\ 
) 



.~. 

11: 
' i ! . 
.! . 

I I 
L . 
I ,. 
I 
i 

I 
! 

I 
i 
i 
I . , 
" f -

· 1 
'\ ,, \. 

. ri, 
, 1 -, 

I 
i 
I , 

'. - . 
" , I 

.iL 
,: 

':,1:; . :~. .r',"· ,. , 
.1' 

; '<1: >' 
the United Kingdom, A.nd certain '~ section~ O; of ' the population 
are not treated fairly when compared : to ' ~ther sections of the 
population. 

, ... x. "', .. ' . '. ,. 

The Irish-Speaking Community in Northern Ireland do not r eceive 
equali ty of treatment from fu e Exche.quer. 

". j.;": 

THE LA~nUAGE QUESTION IN THE CENSUS OF POPULATION 
,., 

.Alone among the indigenous lang~age s of the U ni te'cl Ki ngcl om 
Irish has not been made the subject of a , question ~n' the Census 
of Population. This may .not seem' important ' at ,first sight, 
yet this is crucial to this problem in the view of the Committee. 
All Government financial planning and economic stra,tegies are based 
on the figures for the population and the sub-groups within the 
population revealed by the ' Census ,of Population. Without this 
information the Government cannot plan hoVl it should fairly divide 
"the National Cake" a,mong the various groups claiming a share. 
In the ' case of Irish, no such question has been asked since the 
Census of PopUlation of 1911. , It is therefore a priority that 
such a question should be asked, commencing with the Census of 
Population of 1991, to ensure that the Irish-Speaking community 
obtain their fair share of "the National Cake" 

THE STATUS OF IRIm UNDER THE LAW 

Alone among the indigenous languages of the United Kingdom 
. Irish is prohibited by law in i.twospheres :of Publ:i,c Life:-

·I.~ : . 

i) 

ii) ' By the l\clministrHtion of Justice (Language) Act (Ireland) 1737 
the use in the Courts . of .Law dm .Northern Ireland of any language save 
English is, prohibite?, ~',. ;:';"";"',::,:,:: .. '.!.:::, ,;:':'; , ', ' 

These areas may not seem very "impQrtant ' at first sight but they clearly 
establish Irish, and those who speaki t, as "Second-Class". Since 
they are at first sight unimportant, "then ' there ought to be no 
difficulty in repea.ling the se ~ pieces of legislation which are offensive 
to Irish Speakers. Repeal does not commit each local authority 
or each Court ' of Law instantly to become ' Irish-speaking. It removes 
the force of law from such forum, leaving. it to the ' va.rious local 
authorities, or the various parties to litiga.tion, to consider the 
matter of language and deal with it as they wish • 
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FUNDING FOR IRISH LANGUAGE CULTURAL' EVENTS AND ·'LITERATURE. 

The Arts Council of Northern Ireland is the only medium at the 
moment for the gra,nting of financial assistance towards Irish Language 
cultural events and literature. :!~' Too narrow a budget and too natrow 
directives seem to be in pperation between the Government and the 
Arts : Council. ,:':, It is ' noti sufficientfor a festival or literary 
work" to be sui t~ble for- the;: lri sh ,Community. ' , A t the moment the : 
Arts Council seems to ' look at the 'event or work with rega.rd to the 
intrinsic artistic me:tit of the samevis~a-vis the tqt'ality of its , 
applications and its available funds ~ ,:' " The conseq\lence is that for 
maI\Y years now ' no ', event or ' work ' has '" received financial assistance 
from this body. ' These ' criteria 'do not apply '{n other parts of 
the United Kingdom. Equality with other parts of the United 

" Kingdom demands '. that a ' separate . budget ' for Irish Language events and 
works, reflecting the number of persons within the Irish Speaking 
Communi ty, be made ava,ilable thrqugh the Arts Council or through a 
separate sub-division thereof. , . -

In this context, the dearth of cultural events and literature 
in Irish due to neglect over the last 60 years would seem to justify 
an initial payment in excess of the normal commitment. 

THE IRISH LANGUAGE IN 'l'HE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM • 

. ' ."., ... ..; - - .. .. ~~ . , .~-.. " . 

• ,. _ .. " .J.. ..... - -____ .. .. , .: ' . .. "" ~" . .: . .! .• . ' ..... ' .. . . :·l~~, .~ . , 

' ,. " " ", , ~' , _ " ~ ~ t <, - .. 'The ' Depart- ' 
merit ' of Education ;' have taken the ' ''first step" towards equal! ty 
of treatment in funding the Bunscoil Ghaelach at Shawls Road, Belfast, 
and the Irish Stream at Steeletown Primary School in Derry. For 
maI\Y years now the Irish Language has ,been ta,ught in Secondary Schools 
as requested by individual school managers. Irish has gor some 
time now been available as a subject through Technical Colleges both 
in day and night classes. 

Yet much remains to be done to obtain equality of treatment. 

i) Many more Irish Speaking Primary, Schools and Irish Languafe 
Streams in primary schools will be : required to , service adequately 'the 
growing young population of Irish 'Speakers. :;, - :: Applications for such 
will have to be ,dealt with p~opptlyas soon as a ' clear need is shown 
in aI\Y area. 

ii) Secondary Education after Primary Education is the next 
logical step. Accepting that Irish Speaking children have special 
educational needs, then the establishment of appropriate streams in 
seconda,ry educational institutions is a,n unavoidable conclusion to 
satisfy such needs. 

iii) Nursery education is relatively new to Northern Ireland. Over 
the twenty-odd years since it was first introduced here, no assistance 
has been available to a ny Irish Speaking Nursery §chool. Some of 
the limited ,funds available for this brand of education should be 
spent on Iri sh Spee.king Nursery Scho.ols. , 
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iv) .' Educational bursa~i~~·; &nd :~ sch6iarships . ought to 'be available 
i? Northern Irelan~ as ; in . other., par.~s : of -the United Kirigdom ~ ' Here 
fv:can~e .. to ass~st , chi1dr~n \sp~aki.~g : .Irish; and ::~ chi1dren . learning 
~ruh ~s ne~dedto enable t~elli( to ' a~~E3~? :.Gae1tacht Col1e~es to 
lmprove the , standard of , the :: 1atlguage~ ',: ,I~,,: ;C. \f·." :~'i. ":." .. 

. /' 
THE IRISH LANGUAG-E IN THE MEDIA. ' :" ::(:', 

. '. ';; l\· :) ,~} " :~';~~f~·~'~ I 

Of all the various elements tha t :' go ~,to ' make: up the Media todqy, 
only the British Broadcasting:' Corporation receives direct G-overnment 
Funding. ' If the BBC is ' to \ represent:i tru1y ,the total population, 
then its expend i ture on locar:' programmes ! should reflect all the minority 
languages. ' ; , 

!', . 

Praise is due to the BBC for the fact that they have ta.ken the 
"first Step" in the introduction of Irish Language Progra.mmes for 
Irish Speakers and learners on radioo , The view is widely held 
here that the amount of money spent on the pro'duction of Irish Langul3 be 
programmes could approximate more closely to the actual proportion 
of Irish speakers in the community. In the· absence of a positive 
statement from ~be BBC on comparative expenditures it is difficult 
to answer the question of whether or not the BBC is discharging its 
obligation of equal treatment towards the Irish Speaking Community. 
The suspicion does exist in the minds . of . many Irish Speakers that 
they are not". , \~ . ," ."J~ 

SUMMARY 

'·,'r, . 

.; - , 
.,' 

Following the division of topics in the Arfe Resolution, the 
Nortrern Ireland S~b-Committee would recommend that the following 
matt~rs should receive early Government attention:-

1. In the Field of Public Life and Social Affairs. 

1.1 The Government should declare immedis,te1y its intention 
to include a "language question"in the Census of Population 

. of Northern Irels nd in 1991. . 

1.201. The G-overnment should immediately repeal the offensive leg~l 
prohibitions on the use of Iri~h in public administration. 

1.2.20 ThE!" Government should make funds available to local authorities 
which might wish to erect public signs in the Irish language. 
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1.2.3. 

• 1.2.4. 

1.3. 

2. 

• v. 

The Government should make funds ' available to the Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland earmarked specificly for 
the encouragement of cultural events and literature 
in the Irish, language. 

The Government should make funds available through the 
Local Education and Library Boards or through a new Board 
f8r the provision of educational bursaries to improve the 
standard of Irish language and the learning thereof outside .,. 

.." . of the classroom. 
. . ' ~ 

The Government should encourage the Irish , Speaking 
Community to ,use Irish in its daily dealings with the 
members of the civil service and the police who are fluent 
in Irish by encouraging tho~e members of the 'CiVil service 
or police who are fluent in the Irish language to display 
a symbol such as the nfainne" as a sign of fluency. 

In the Field of Mass Communications. 

The Government should make the necessary funds avails.ble to 
the BBC to achieve equality of treatment for Irish Speakers. 
Co-operation between BBC-NI a.nd BBC-Scotland could help to 
conserve funds. 

3. --, ' ''' 'In the Field of Education. 

3.1.1 More primary schools and primary streams in the Irish Language 
are needed to cater for the demand for such education 
throughout Northern Ireland. 

3.1.2. Consideration ~hould be given to the prov1s1on of an 
Irish Language Stream in a Seconcla,ry School at a suitable 
central location. 

Funds should be made available to provide nursery schools 
in the Irish La,nguage and to assist in the petter conduct . 
of those already in existancewithout Government help • 

. _- -_ .. _ - --_ .. ,!, ._--_ .• .. _._=-._. __ .-
l ___ ---.:...-..:-----+----------':------:--------~-------·-~-----.. -·---· _ .. __ .... 
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The European Bureau for Lesser Used Languages 
Le Bureau Europeen pour les Langues moins fj}pandues 

T p~i2, Esq., 
cent~ti~ecretariat, 
Stormont Castle, 
Belfast BT4 3ST 

Dear Sir, 

UNITED KINGDOM COMMITTEE 

NORTHElRN IRELA:ND SUB-COMMITTEE, 

c/o S~amus de Napier, 

Quoi1equay House, 

Quoi1e, 

Downpatrick, 

12th I>1arch i986 0 

At the request of the Sub-Committee I enclose a copy of "Proposals 
for the securing of Equality of Rights for Iris~Speaking People in 
Northern Ireland" adopted this day by the Sub-Committee. 

Yours faithfully, . /('}p . 

___ .. _-/ .. ~CY'--' 
./ ~ 

Seamus 'er 

Northern 
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