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I imagine you will all have read it already 0ut in case you 
have not I attach a copy of the statement that Sir Kenneth 

. Bloomfield put out yesterday. Sir Kenneth spoke, of course, as Head 
of the Northern Ireland Civil Service; but what he had to say he has 
said ' on behalf of us all. 

2. The Provisional IRA has attacked other Crown Servants in the 
past and it could choose to do so again, as indeed they have 
threatened. You and your staff have all been aware of the threat in 
the past, and it would be silly to simply disregard this latest 
statement of it. The security forces are redirecting some of their 
activities. In addition a rapid reassessment of the risks to staff 

, is being carried out now and you and your staff will be told if 
individually there is any special action you should take. In the 
meantime everybody should re-read "Personal Security Precautions -
Notes of Guidance" and do their best to abide by them. If anybody 
wants additional copies of this would they please get ,in touch with 
Mr Ard in PAGAB who will supply them. 

3. For the rest, it seems to me that the response that we should 
make to yesterday's outrage is quietly to carry on doing our 
business and, with our families, living our daily lives. That 
certainly is Sir Kenneth's message and I profoundly agree with it. 

JOHN BLELLOCH 

13 September 1988 
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I feel very thankful r. hat lily \dEe, my eighteell year (del ~3Utl 'l'irn,) t-. llj 

and I have survived th~ Ci=ll.LOIJS attack Of) our home. 

I have now worked ill tile t~or[-.lJerll Ireland Civil f3r?rvicE' for almosr. " 

36 years, trying to be of sr?rvice to allthr? pr?ople of Northern 

Irr?land. T his i s the t r a cl i r. i 0 I I r:\ n d t: ask 0 f pub ti c ~:; e r vie I:: i n U Ii s 

country, and neither they nor I will be deterred from LlI(? duty 'vJe 

Owe to 0 u r E e 11 0 w c i t 1. zen S d n d t.o ri e m 0 era tic go v e r 1l1l)(-~ r d . 
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