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Hr Marsh 

F..XTRADITION OF McFARLANE AND K£LLY 

Hr Scott was grateful for your 5ubmissicm of 19 No~embc~ and 

approves your request to formally approach the Hini~try of Defense 

for the \l8e of an RAF aeroplane to brin~, the above-mentioned back 

from the Netherlands. 

n lANE GRE£NA1rIAY 

Hr Scott T
, Private Office 

2( November 1986 
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EXTRADITIOB OF McFAR~ AND J(ELLY ~~~ 1C.t~..,t, 
UA'\~ -\~\ ,f.tQuc 

L t) ~,~ ~.~ This submdssion seeks Mr Scott's approval to approach the ~, ~ 

Ministry of Defence for the use of a~ RAF aeroplane to ~rin9 ~\k 
McFarlane and Kelly hack f~om the Netherlands. Hr Scott is A_ . 
aware of the details of the case; it now seems likely, r-
according to our contacts', tha.t McFarlane and Kell}" will be 2 ~J' 
returned within the next couple of months, possib~j even well 

before Christmas. 

Argument 

2. The normal procedure is for return~ fugitives to travel by 

L~ civil ca.(tier. A British flight is necessar~ so that the UK 

has jurisdiction pver any offences committed en rout~. But the 

RUC, whose responsibility it is, are strongly of the view that 

in this case the RAF should be used. We ag~ee fully with this. 

for the following reaSOdS: 

(i) the recent Quinn case has set a public pte

cedent for us~n9 the RAF .to transport 

terrorists; 

(ii) g.j.ven the publicity over Quinn,the lik.elihood 

of a civii' carrier accepting the job is minimal; 
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(iii) in ~ny event. the only comp~ny flying direct fro~ 

Amsterdam to Belfast is KLM, a Dutch carrier~ 

and the alternati~e would be an undesirable 

stopover i~ London; 

(iv) ne~s of B ci~il fliQht would it)evitbbly leak and 

.. ttract considerable med.ia attention and possible 

$ecurity difficulties; and 

(v) organising a civil flight in these ~i~cumstances 

would be c~rsame and expensive. 

Cfolst « eJ~ 

3. The costs of the operat ion vi 11 be met by the RUC. He have 

alrE:ady approached the Ministry of Defence informally Oll their 

behalf; the RAF ~ould be willing to do it and they estimate 

that it would cost anything between a few hundred poun~s and 

£6-',COO. The exact ~um wo~ld depend on whether an aircraft 

alcea~y due to fly to RAf Ger~ny could be Oivetted or whether a 

special round t£ip would hav~ to be made. The RUC are content 

Yith this. 

. for 
4. I should be gratefullHr Scott·s urgent approval to make a 

for~l request to the "inistry of Defence. Once this has been 
given we can proceed to assist the RUC in firming up the details 

of thL operation. 

S A MARSH 

SIL Division 

19 Rovem.ber 1986 
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