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THE EXTREME IRISH REPUBLICAN MOVE~mNT IN BRItAIN 

More than a million people of Irish birth - and many more of Irj.sh 

.e xtraction - li ve i n Bri tain. The ove rwhe lming majori ty of them re ject violen ce 

by terrorist orgcmisations such as the IRA and the Irish National Liberation 

Army .(INLA) and condemn their followers for the persistent terror they inflict. 

Tbe ~ killing and maiming of innocent people in Britain, Ireland and in 

con tinen tal Europe has shocke d civilised people the world over. The Roman 

Catholic leade r of Irelruld, Cardinal 0 . Fiaich said in November 1981: 

" Most of the murders have b een claimed by the IRA. Let 

me therefore state jn simple language with all the authori ty 

at my command, that participation in the evil deeds of this 

or any other pal'amili tary organisation, which indulges in 

murder , wounding, intimidation, kidnapping, destruction of 

property and other forms of violence, is a mortal sin whi ch 

will one day have to be accounted for before God in judgement. 

To cooperate in any way wi th such organisations is sinful ,ll1d 

if the cooperation is substantial the sin is mortal ... what 

we all ne e d now is an end to violen t deeds before the whole 

popul at ion is engulfed in an orgy of death and destruction" 

The Provis iona l IRA 

The ii rst bombs attributable to the ?rovisional IRA exploded in 

Londoil on 8 March 1973, injuring LUore than 200. At the subs e quent t!"ial in 

·NOvcrr:Df:r 1973, \:; htn eigb.t of those arrested were s e!1tenced to life il!lp:-isC'n!r:~::t , 

i t wa.5 revsaled that ,-,11 "acti ve service " tJ.::\i .t, includinG the sisters Dolou!"s 

and ),ia rian P!'ice, had b0:::2n s('nt to Brit2.in speciiically to plant; bO!:Jbs . in 

April 1973 , :h' an~: Stags , who live d in E!.iEJand for JA years , &old a.n English-bern 
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Roman Cutholicpriest, Father Patrick Fell, were charged and later convicted 

for conspiracy "to cause an ch-plosion" and 'for offences connected wi th the 

formation of an IRA unit (in Coventry). 

After a series of letter and parcel bomb incidents in London in 

August 1973, an explosion in Birmingham in September claimed the first bomb 

disposal officer. Th'ree years later, Cl Provisional IRA "explosives officer" 

was sentenced to life imprisonment for organising the campaign. Exp l osions 

i 
alSO ' occurred at two London railway stations. There were other attacks in 

1974 and on 4 February a coach carrying soldiers and their families was blown 

I 
up on a motorway killing 12 . Later the same month two people were injured in 

an explosion at the National Defence College in Buckinghamshire. More people 

were injured when b~mbsexploded at He ~throw Airport (May), Westminster Hall 

(June: when six people were injured), the Tower of L'ondon (July: one person 

killed and 42 injured, including a number of children), two Guildford public 

houses (October: five people killed and 67 injured) and a public house near 

Woolwich barracks (November: two people killed and 35 injured). 

The Provisi.onal IRA's involvement in these bombings became clearer 

in testimony given at trials during 1974, and in November that year they 

claime d that explosions at Euston railV: 2. y statioll , on the motorway and at 

the National De f e nce College, toge ther with 50 other operations in Britain, 

were" authoris e d operations" carri e d out b y uni ts of the IRA. On 17 November, 

the ProviSIonal IRA leader, Davi dO' CO!lIlell, que stioned on British television, 

said: 

"We strike at economic, milit ary , p o litica l an d judicial 

targets . Pre s sed o n t h i s, p arti cularly fr om t he v i e v..-poin -:: 

of civi li a n c a sual ties, h e sa id that ~ailw 2Y s t ations were 

c on s ide r ed e c onomic an d mili t ary tar g e t s. As ior the M6 2 

co a ch blast , in wh..ich two chi l dren WCoTe1:'_ ong t he victi ms, 

O' conne ll sa i ~ i t was a l eg i t i mate mil itary t a r ge t an d the 

© PRONI NIO/12/525A 

1< , 
~ • 
1 
i 
! 
l 
i 



/ 
. / 

; ' 

( 

) 

- 3 

unit which carried out the attack believed .that only 

military . personnel w6uId be on board •••• There would be 

no warnings of attacks on ruili tary targets because the 

British forces were waging war, not _.just on the IRA, but 

on the people of Ireland •••• " (lrI sh Times, Dublin, 

18 November 1975). 

On 14 November 1974, James hlcDade, later acknowledged by the 

Provisionals as a "lieutenant", was ki lIed whe.n the bomb he was pI an ting at 

CoventI)~' telephone exchange exploded. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 

Birmingham would not allow a funeral service in his diocese, and as the police 

refused to allow a procession, McDade's body was flown to the Irish Republic 

on 21 November. The same night, 20 people were killed aIld more th.an H33 

injured in two e:>.""])10sions at public houses in Birmingham. 

Publi c reaction in the Uni ted Kingdom, the Irish Republic and 

elsewhere to the Birmingham incidents severely damaged the Provisionals' 

cause, In October 1976, a Birmingham man who had provided shelter for IRA 

members on the run was sentenced with four others to ten years in prison. The 

fi v e IDen had caused damage worth more than £500,000 in the Birmingham area 

between January and August 1974, 

Despite the Provisionals' unilateral ceasefire in 1975, preparatio~s 

for attacks continued, Breaches of their own discipline and police action 

led to a number of successes against members, In February 1975, a London 

policeincm was shot d·ead while giving chase to 2. suspect. Bomb-maki n g 

equipment , arnmuniticn and :m automa tic pistol " ·eTE: :!:ound in a house nearby. 

Otlier shoo ting inci den ts in July resulted in the dis covery in Liverpool of 

.450 pounds of explosives, the bigges t board fou.nd ill Britain , together with 

fi :!'e~rms, amrouni tioD an d bomb - making roa teria Is. Iu November, t!OO pouIlds of 

gelignite were found: at a block o f flats in Southampton. 

Bomb attacks c on tinue d in August, when 40 people were injured in an 

explosion in a publi c house n ear a:::my b?rracks in Ca terham , S ... lrrey. Sub seq ue!"} t 
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8;...-plosions in London occurred at the Hilton Hotel on 5 September (two 

people killed and 63 injured), in Piccadilly on 9 October (one person 

killed and 21 injure d), under a private car on 23 October (killing by 

mistake a cancer expert of international standing), outside a Mayfair 

restaurant on 29 Octobe r (18 people injured), at a,nother Mayfai~' restaurant 

on 12 Nove~er (on e p e rson killed and 15 injured), and at a third restaurant 

on 18 November (tw~ ~ e ople killed and 20 injured). On 13 October, a bomb 

packed with coach bolts was defused outside a London restaurant shortly before 

it was due to explode . A new tactic was employed on 27 November .when the 

wri ter Ros s McWh irte r was shotj dead at his home in Nor th London. Two days 

! 
later a t e l e phone caller to Britain's dom e stic news agency the Press Association 

claimed ' th a t the Provis ional IRA had been responsible for 15 bomb attacks over 

the p re vious three mo n ths (The Times I London, 1 December 1975). This intense 

ph a se en de d when another restaurant attack in London led to a police siege of 

a flat i n Ba lcombe Stre et in which four men held sever a l hostages. The four 

surrendere d af ter s i x days wi thout harmin g th e ir hostages. In February 1977, 

they were e a ch sen t e nce d to life impri s onme nt with a recommend a tion that 

they s e r ve a mini mum of 30 years. Amon g th e 32 ch a rge s they faced were t e n 

for murder . 

The hun ge r strike by Frank St agg , s ervin g a prison sentence for I RA 

of fen c e s . in Cove nt. ry >,. bro ught demands from Provis ion21 IRA members for a 

renew al o f the te rro r ist c am p a i gn. At a P rovi.s i ona l 8inn Fein :rally in 

Londonderry on 1 F ebru ary 1976, Kevin Ag:Jew t al d t he a u dience: "The y h a v e ha d 

bombs in Bi r mi ngham , :Mancheste r and London but l et i t go out irom this 

mee ti ng t hat they h ave s een no thing c ompared t o wha t they will g e t i n t he not 

t oo di stant fu ture if Stag g dies . .. . f! (I rish Pre s s , Dub li n , 2 February 19 76) . 

La t e r t he s ame month, on 1. 2 Februa r y , Stagg died . On l3 Feb ruary b omb d i s posa l 

o ffi c ers defused in a ~on don un de r g rowld r a ilway st a tion wha t co~ld h a ve been a 

dis2.strotlS de vic e . The IRA members who pl anted i t we r e ~entenced to li fe 

iI!1prison ment with a r e c oJll!Ilcn d a t lo !1 t h at t!1E!J s e rve d at leas t 20 years . 
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Other atta cks on the underground system followed, aud on 15 March a 

train driver was shot dead while pursuing a suspected bomber. The murderer, 

a me mb e r of the Provisional IRA, was sentenced to life imprisonment Cto 

serve a mini mum of 30 years) in July 1977. A further bomb exploded on 

27 March at an exhibition in London, injuring 85 people, one of whom died. 

In J a nua ry 1977, the Provisional IRA placed 13 bombs in the Oxford Street 

area during p eak Saturday shopping hours. The devices caused widespread 

damage and included seven high explosive bombs and five incendiaries. 

After a lull of almost two years, the Provisional IRA resumed its 

bomb ing camp a i gn in Britain in Dece mber 1978 when, over two consecutive 

d ays , 13 devi c es were planted in Lon don and the provinces. Nine (including 

two car bomb s in London) exploded, injuTing eleven people. In January 1979 

bombs e:>.-ploded at a gas holder in Greenwich and a fuel storage tank on Canvey 

Isl an d, causing extens ive damage but f a iling in their roain aim. 

In December 1980 IRA bombs d WJage d the Territorial Army barracks at 

Ha IT!1!le rsmi th an d 2 gas haIrie r at Bromley-by-Bovr, both in London. The attacks 

con tinued in 19 81 . In J an uary people were treated for lacerations and shod: 

when an IRA bomb blasted the Royal A i~ Force base at Uxbridge. On 10 De c ember , 

just a week after- the collapse of the IRA hunger strike in the Maze Prison, 

Belfast, a nai 1 bomb e:>.-plode d outsi de Che lsea Barracks ki lling t wo ci vi li ans 

and injuring 39 people . On 17 October the Commandant-General of the Royal 

Marines, Sir S ten art PTingl~, was seriously injured whe n a bo mb explode d u.l1der 

his car as he was .dri ving a";;ay from his home in south-east London. On 

26 Oc tober a police explosives o fficer was dism~~tling a terorist b omb in 2 

snack bar in London's Oxford Street when it exp l oded , killing him i nstantly; 

a se cond device, found in 2. ~ 8arby depal·tment stoTe, .... ·as disarmed. There were 

two incidents in :ioveI!iber. On the 13th a ~omb wrecked par t of the London home 

of the At torncy-G<:ne:ral ( he and his iami 1y ,,'ere away at the tirn8) , and on the 

23rd the IRA directed its mindless brutelity to ~hildren : th ey claimed 

'. 
responsibility faT planting a plastic toy gun packed with explosives in a 
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street in \\',oolwich; the "toy" e:>.."ploded, injuring two women. 

In 1982 the Provision~l IRA carried out two major terrorist attacks in 

London. both on 20 July. A bomb exploded in Hyde Park as moun ted guardsmen 

on ceremonial duty passed by. killing thr~e soldiers. A second bomb exploded 

llilder a bandstand in Regent's Park where the Royal G:reenjackets were giving a 

concert, killing six bandsmen. More than 50 soldiers- and civilians were 

injured in the two e:>",])losions. 

Political activities 

Prior to the introduction of the Prevention of Terrorism Act's of 1974 and . 

1976, both the Provisional anti Official movements were represented in Great 

Britain by poJ.itical organisations of reasonable strength (Sinn Fein and 

Clann na h'Eireann). But the application of the PTA affected them badly 

and support f e ll considerably. Some attempts are made to organise fUJld- raising 

social events, dmonstrations and propaganda, but wi th little success. According 

to Part I of the Prevention of Terrorism ' (Temporary Provisions) Act 1976 it 

is an offence to solici t or invi te financial ' or other support for a proscribed 

organisation, to make or receive any contribution to a proscribed organisation, 

or to arrange or address a meeting to support or fur t her the acti vi ties of 

such an organ isation, Under Section 10. it is an off~nce to soli ci t or invi te 

a person to give or lend money or other property, or to receive or accept money 

or other property ' from another person, intending it to be used in ~onnexi on 

with acts of terrorism. Various devices, such as collecting mo~ey said to be 

for Republican prisoners and their families, are been used to circumvent t he 

Act, but th ere is little evidence of sup port for th e IR~., particularly among 

the expatriat e Irish commun ities in Britain. 

Provisional S inn ? ein (Bri,:tain) 

Sinn Fein (Br i tain ). the Provisionals'. p c litic2< l wing on the mainland, 

is c areful not to become i mpli cated in the violence of the P rovisional IRA 

c a mpaign without 2.c:tually c ondemning it. Its h al'd- core membersh ip 15 small 

and confined r::.ain ly to Lonnon , Birmingham , Manchester an4 Gl asgow , ',,;nere it 
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has become incre as ingly involved with left-wing I including Trotskyis t I 

pres s ure groups. In May 1977 lit announced plans to establish links wi th 

African, Asian and Caribbean revolutionary "f~e~dom movements" in London. 

Un til November 1974, Brendan Magill (sentenced in March 1971 to two 

years' imprisonme nt on explosives charges) was the'national organiser of 

Sinn Fein as well as commanding officer of PIRA in Britain. Since then 

he was sentenced to a year's imprisonment for IRA membership; an exclusion 

order has been made against him. Magill was s'ucceeded by Derek Highstead, 

who had been interned in North.ern I1'eland during the IHA's camp aign of 1956-62. 

He died in a road accident in July 1976. Leading members of Sinn Fein 

currently include Michael Holden (who is also treasurer of the "welfare" 

. organ is a tion, An Cumann Cabhrach, in Britain) and Eddie Caughey from Birm ingham. 

The Official IRA 

The Official IRA's activities in Britain have been much more limited 

than Sinn Fein' s. On 22 February 1972, itadmi tted r esponsibility for an 

ex,,}>losion at an army officers' mess at Aldershot,which kille.d six civilians 

and a Roman Catho lic chaplin and injured 17 other people; but privately, 

many membe:r-s were reported to beli eve . that the action was a major blunder, 

alienating people who had supported them 011 civil rights grounds (Sunday 

Tele g raph, London, 27 February 1972). Since their ceasefire in May 1972, 

Official IRA supporters in Bri tain clai m to be C':on cerlled only wi th poli ti cal 

acti vi t ies. 

Clann na h'Eirear.n 

elann na h'Eireann was founded in Britain in 1963 when the 

. Repub li can Movement in Bri t ai n d ropped the ti tIe "Sinn ::-ein" in an attempt 

to amalgamate a wide r2.nge of Irish i rn.ni grant groups. It sided with the 

Officials at the t ime: of the IR'\ split in .Ireland in 1970 .• In March 1974, 

two memb ers of the Clann, Mic.hael Egan and Robert Gallagher, we!'e sentenced 

to four and six years ' impr isonment r espective ly for posses sing explos i ves 
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and ammuni t5.on. In November 1974, exclusion orders were served on several 

prominen t members of the Clann under the Prevention of Terrorism . Act. 

The Clann attempted to develop into a broad-based "Socialist" movement 

in alliance with such organisations as the Communis,t Party of Great Britain, 

but with little success. Like Sinn Fein, its hard-core membership is small. 

Its Presi den t is Seamus Collins from Birmingham. 

Pri soners I Ai d Corruni ttee 

When Irish Republicans began to be imprisoned for illegal ~ctivities 

in Britain, both factions formed organisations to press for their release 

and to look after their welfare, although much of the money collected for 

welfare proposes was, and is, spent on arms and explosives. The Prisoners' 

Aid Committee (PAC) was set up by the Officials in 1971 but, in 1974, broke 

aWay after "poli cy disagreements" and became a separate orgculisation, 

dominated by J2c~ueline Kaye. Its pUblications include PAC News and 

The2.!ish Prisoner, and in November 1978 it sponsored a film, Prisoners of War, 

made by the Workers' Revolutionary Party (WRP). Latterly Jariqueline Raye has 

aligned herself and the PAC with the Provisionals in Great Britain. 

The Provisionals claim to look ~fter the welfare of prisoners' 

dependants in Britain through An Cumann Cabrach in Dublin, al though they 

are also associated with the PAC. 

Troops Out hlovemen~ 

Provisional IRA supporters attempt to make COmI!lon cause with small 

non-Irish groups in Britain wr~ich a lso seek the withdrawal of the army f r om 

Northern Irelan d. Although the Provi s ionals failed to get support irom the 

:radi cal pacifis t Bri tish Vii th dr a\ral from Northern Ireland Campai gn, s ome 

backing wa s give n by t he original T roop s Out ?lo veme nt ( Tml) } forL1e d in 

Septen:ber 1973 to c ampaign ma inly wi t hin the . tra de union move me nt. 

Th rougbo ut 1916 } howeve r, th e r e we re in t ernal prob l ems in th e n;a i n l y 

T rotskyist-dominatod TOM, wh ich c u l c i nated in a spli t ill mid-1 977 a n d t he 
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establishment o:f a breakaway United Troops Out Movement (UTOM). UTOM pxoduced 

a pamphlet, Bri.tish Soldiers Speak Out on Ireland,· and an anti-recruitment 

:film, Home Soldier Home. A UTOM deiegate attended the Provisional Sinn Fein 

annual convention in Dublin in November 1978. In February 1980, TOM held a 

blanket protest in Fleet Street, L6ndon, home of Britain's national newspapers, 

as part of the movement demanding poli tical status for IRA members held in 

Northern Ireland prisons. TOM enjoyed a limi ted revival during the Maze 

hunger strike protests of 1981, and is now attempting to co-ordinate opposition 

to the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Although it continues to receive support 

from a number of far Left groups including the Revolutionary CommW1ist Party 

(RCP} and the ReVOlutionary Communist Group (RCG) , the association is fragile. 

The International :Marxist Group, the Socialist Workers' Party and 

other small Trotsl,yist and ul t:ra-Left groups which form the hard-core support 

for TOM and UTOYi generally support the Provisionals as an "anti-imperialist" 

force; but they have criticised the more indiscriminate acts of violence, 

particularly those in Britain. In July 1978 the WRP defended the Provisionals' 

right to £ight b2.ck against the British "army of occupation" in Northern 

Ireland but dissociated itself from the bombing campaign in Britain. 

Irish National Libera tion Army (INLA) 

Like "the Provisional IRA, the INLA is proscribed throughout the 

Unite d Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In March 1979, it claimed 

responsibili ty for the murder in London of the Opposition Spokesman on 

NortheYD Ireland, Airey Neave, who was killed by a car bomb as he drove 

from the House oi Commons car park. 

The Prevent ion of T~ yyoYism Act 

The first P re vention of Terrorism (T empo rary Provisions) Act (PTA) 

came into force in November 1974; it was supeysede d by the 1976 PTA, which 

is s ub j ect to rp-nov: a ] by b oth Houses 0-= Parliament each year. 

lJnder tbe Ac~ tile IRA ( both O£ficia l and Provision a l wings) and th.;; 

INLA are proscrib ed and it is a cri.minal offence to belong to either 

© PRONINIO/12/525A,--:========::~=~~~~~~~~~~ii-.:==:=~=:::::=====;;:::;=======~ 



· - 10 

ol'grulisations or to support them in any way. The legislation empowers 

the Home Secretary to exclude from Great Britain any person who is or has 

been conce rned in terrorism related to Northern Ireland affairs. The 

Act also gives the police powers to detain suspected terrorists and 

establishes a securi ty control over travellers entering or leaving Great 

Britain or Northern Ire land. 

.' 
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