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~~Se~~. 
ANGLO-IRISH TALKS: AN l~TE~~ATI~AL FUND 

Thank you for your lttter of 17 October. I. of course. 'Welcome 

your ac.c.e-pta.nce that there would indeed be tu.rric.ttlties about 

applying strict non-additionality rules to the Fund, but 1 must 

question your qualification that "the 1lllpl!CAt1ons of a possible 

very subs~ant1al fund cannot simply be i~nored in considering each 

year the approprl~te st~e of the Northern lrel~nd block. This 1s 

~et~!t\g ... -e can disc.uss in fut.ure Survey!:." 

I can only interpret you as suggesting that, whatever might 

be done initially, o verseas contributions to a fund for both P 3Tl S 
> 

of Ireland might. jn time, be ust'd to relie,,'e ,dder DK public 

expenditure. That is Quite clearly unacc~ptable. As I explained 

in C:a.binet on 31 OctOOeT. ("ontributions to a Fund. if lite are to 

s ecure one, must be and be seen to be "additional", and we ~ust 

be able to assure potential cootributors from t.he outset t.hat 

that will be (he position, r have no doubt \A.'hatsoever from the 

contact.s ~e have already had ~ith tbe US Administration ~ which 

is 1 ikely to be the main "nd p()s~1bll" the sole source of a. fUnd -

t.ha t they v,'i 11 need clear assurances about add! t 10na11 t y before 

any money is forthcoming. And, if ~e sought to fudge the issue, 

and '.l·~re then Sf:-en t.o bp t rimrr,ing the ~ortherD Ireland block ~cause 
~ 
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of the American help. 1 am quite sur~ that \I:C c.ould ex~(;t -

and rightly - :In upro~r both !l"oru the Irish and the .~mericans. 

It WO'.lld be bp-tter, in such circumstann~s. that fl !-'und h;td never 

be-en S(~t up in the 1.irst pla("(l. 

It re-mains st.ill to bC' S(,C'D \that if lln~ .. funds \\."il} b~~comc 

available and over ~hat p~riod. ~e are not nec~s~nrily talkin~ 

about Cl series of p<.trmcnts. Roberl Ar-n~tronrr and A 'st'"nior Irish 

official ~rc currently in Washin~ton and will be explorln~ these 

matters further, and I shall of <.:ourse let you '-now the out(;omp, 

but I hope that on reflection you will rc~l ~ble to agree ~ithout 

qua.lification 'that \I;hat~\ler sums .. 'e succt"ed 1n obtaining fr(.\(ll th~ 

Am(!Ticans (possi})'ly later fro~ oth~r countries) will be treated 

as truly additional to ~'hat comes to Norlhc-ro Ireland by. for 

example, the normal op~ra.tion or the comparability formula. 

I am ~('nding copies of this letter to th~ forim<> hlini~ter. 

members of ODe I) and Robert ,\rr.'1st yong. 
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