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As you know. ~~ may SOOD# much later than we ~xp~cte6 a yeaL 0f so 
~901 be reaching t.be st.age where it will be t}(lcessar.y to launch 

~xtradition proceedings in this case. We have t:hetef~:>I'e been 

turnio9 our minds again. in cOT.lsultaUm: ~iU-, tte f:n:bassy, to 

identifying potential hi9h-powered and credibte witnesses for the 

r..'Ourt hearings. It is sti II too soon to star' t approaching people 

(bearing , in raind# for example l that SOll'C s.eve.-n d!:)nths have passid 

£-ince the formal request tCI' Hc-M-..tllell·s extT~dit:ion with no c~t~ l'f.'t 

set (or proceedi~9s and that we do not even knaw ,as yet when ~e 

Jball bave to m~ke the forma1 Iequest 101- i)o·h~;rt~·); btJt ~E! shutl~~ 

c.'learly be in a posltion to know who vc tA19ht 90 {<11 wheT. the 

t-alloon Ooes go up. In thit. respect ~ hi\~e last ye6t'~ heiphll 

C'onsultation~ t.o go on. 

1. .igel &heinw~ld bes helpf~lly discussed with US Justice 

eepart:ment officials t:.he so~t of witn.~sse$ Wh.t) we think would be 

needed for the pIoceedings. In qener~ 1 terft$ tb~!y would favour tx-tt'l 

Catholic .nd protestant witnesses (to avoid a~y impression that we 
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~ad recruited -token- Catholics to give 8 {el s e ?icture to ~ US 

Court): no-one with d present or past pc.Uti:-..I1 .;areer or stCOflQ 

political a[fili3tions; ~nd witnesses ftom ~o : tt!rn Ireland r~thcr 

then Great BritaIn (althouqh on politics and ~ec~rity it wjl1 

clearly be valuable to hDve a ma.i.nla.nO lW~9lff.· ~s well) • 

.,. On tbls b&51&. the follo-win9 t1£:10s. cf. c-:.tpei-:.b~e have be~r'1 

~u9ge$te4 by the Amaricans:-
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(is) A distioguisheO academic who. be.u:in';l" in mind tha.t Dohl;.>rt~· 

is bound to arque that his trial ~es unfai.r and that the 

judicial systenl to which he ~ill be !~lUU\ed is unjust,could 

talk ahout the NI judici ~l system. He CC·l: } ;)be expected to 

cover the tTe3t.ment of P1AA cOn'\-pa.r&~ ... ·i tt·, etner parami 11 t.,ry 

offenders. Catholics cornpaTeo with Prot~s~~~~s and the US~al 

Questions on conviction totes. remond and so on. 

(b) a political scientist or socio2Ggist to talk about the 

political situation generally, t.he effect of the troubles On t . ..,e 
two C(>m1&unities and to discuss h\lJl')~m l'igh:.s and O.lSCrimlllC:ltlon 

issues. 

Cc) An ~uthOIi~y on security policy~ £Pk, ~6hoot to killM etc. 

(d) An authot i ty 01\ prisons. Pxefcr tlbly (~\ltsi(\e 9()vet"})tt.ent., ~'"\ 

,c&(\emic ox a [epresent~ti"e Of a com:wrtity :.Jtoup. Doherty \o:i 11 

argue that IRA pt i SOk\ers are di s.et" i",i nllt.~~ 6~ainst. a.nd we st.u II 

need to respond by providin9 informal ion .:m ?hys ical conej t iO!!3 

in the ptisons, the way the par-ale syste(!" .... ·C·I·ltS and job 

prospects fOl former p.t~~ilitary prisonecs. 

(e) Someone who could speak. for t.b.e ·otdini)ry citix:en". a 
cepresentative of a (pres\l .. ~\ably bipl\rtisar.) citizen"s o~ 

comnunity group. 

(f) One or two 90ver~lt wit»~sses. 
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... . 1 should be greteful for yaul .nd any copy re:ipients' vie'v.'s on 

h~lw we rnioht tackle tbis l ormid .. ble list. I d: in;: "'e should aitO at 

this stage to identify a couple of witnesses i n ~~ch cateQory. 

Initial SIL suggestions are for Ca} Professor boy:e# (b) Professor 

Crick. ~nO (e) Professor Madden, but other thoug~~$ - especially 

from PAB In relbtion to .. list. t1f possihle worthi es they kin.:Hy 

provided last November - wOl.!ld be very 'Weleolff".. ( ~r'be E:nbassy is not, 

inciOentally in faVOUf of involving .Jim £ ';:cles.; h:.s v~ry public 

illvolvement i~ ~he Macatlde c~~pai9n has ca~~ him in tne lole of an 

•• ~l09ist for HMG whose CleOibility woulo be c~it:cized in 

e~tradition proceedings). It strikes m~ that (d) is a very 
o.ifficult. slot t.o fill 9iven that. the kin(\ of colt.?-tehensively 

dHt8il~ knowledge r.equired is unlikely to 00 ~V:.·~ lable to i:\nyor,e 

outside Government circles: perhaps l-!I' Steel t': \~H co!\ceivably Nr 

PalmeI) might agree to do this. 

~ _ Ne intend to arrange a visit by (~) Noel F~rris, the Assistant 

US Attorney 1ft char.gc of the Doherty case sho~Jd extradition 

proceedings be .ctivated l to London and W-orth'::.' Iu Irelllnd in the 

au turon . It would b€ helpf ul if b y then ~e hav~ a f airly clear idea 

o f the potential witnesses in whOJll ~e are inte~' e s t e-o in each of tlH:, 

above cateqories. 1 shoulO therefoIe be 91bt~rul for any candido t~; 

r :Jui table erA "ho might be expected to be \1111 i 1: 9) by no later than ., 

~ept~r if possible. 
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