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1. la Ila recent. undated lDiDute to )'OU. Tom KiD&' l118.kes a .ery 

.. troq case for dissolving t.he lIortbem Ireland Assed>l, .,1.tbout 

further dela,. 1 can see that the disadvantages of allowing the 
Assesbly le continue fUDctioning in its present form quite 

p~ably outweicb the .Ddoubted disa4vaDt.ages ot removing the 

.. ~ constitutional outlet (outside Westmlnster) - tor locally 

.leeted Kortbern lrelaad politicians to express t.beir views. 
aDd that. it we d.ecide to aet on tba.t eonelus.iOD. t.hen tor the 

reasollS TOlD K.l~ aives. it probably lD.8.kes sease to get the 

decision .. Del the parliamentary debate OD it 4;)I1t of tbe tray before 
the .a1D Northera Ireland .arching season starts. 

2. At the sa.e tiae, 1 am scwewbat eoaeened that. however 

carefull, we prese.ot it. tbe dechdon .ill ~ 8eetl as an 

esseatial17 nee.tive one, aDd could easily be takeD as slgnalling 

that our IIorthern Ireland policies bave run iDto a cul de sac. 

1 therefore think t.hat .. Deed to weigb it ia tbe light of our 

broad 8tratep for Ilol"'tbera IrelaDd. including OIl the ooe haD(! 

the po&slbl11t~ of drawing tbe unionists into t.alks about talks 

aDd OD th~ o~b~r baDd t~e need to maimtaiD and strenethen nat1ooa)18t 

support for the AgreeraeDt. " " In . this latter eODDection it .,111 be 

~rtant to CQatinue to carry the IriSh Goverament .itb us. 

I. 1 »ote Tom ~ing's judgement tbat tbe unlooist$ will not be 

prepared to $ta.rt talk1D& to us until tlae aarcbillg S8U»0Il ia; 

oyer. But that .ues it all tile more important tbat tbe 

Goverumeat·s post~ duriag tbe .. rebing Be&SOD should be clearly 

~D to be a positive and eonstructive ODe. 

14. • 



I • 
•• 'De way tbe situatlO1l ill ~ortherD Ireland develops over the 

toaiDC __ tb. could be crucial ~o tbe GovenmeDt '.8 _lectoral 

staluli.llc. I am tberefore cla4 that we .a1l ba~ tbe opportWlltJ 

oti"11 Jwte to -.eet ,ou, to review tbe .1tua.tloa 111 the Province aad 

to bear tram Tom IiBC bow be sees the n, forward between DOW &ad 

tbe ead of the ,ear, b~fore 1Pe go ahead with a ~1.1aD to dl.$Ol"~ 

tbe .lssa.b17· 

5. 1 .. 5eDdi.ug copies of thl~ aillute ~o tbe ~rd Presldect. 

~e Lorcl Privy Sea.l )the Secretaries of State for Nortbena Ireland, 

~feJlee. aDd the 80. DepartaeDt. the Chief fti~ aDd tbe Cabillet 

Secretary • 

~~ --H> (GIDFFREY son) 

I'Qre1p &D4 Coaaonweal th Of tice 

29 11&, lit • 

- (Approved by the Se~ret&rJ of 
State and signed ill bl$ abseDce) 
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