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CO~f'IOENTIAL CONADENTlAl MUfAX TO 

P-US/L/-426/MLR 

ps/Secretary of State (L) cc 

ARTrCLES :2 and 3 OF IRISH CONSTITUTION 

At the end of :yesterday' '" meeting of the Armstrong/Nally 

group 1 mentioned the Secl'etary of Stat.e f 5 rec.e.nt discussion 

-.with Mr Liilis in Which he had ur-ged the desirabilit.y of the 

Irish Government amending Art.icles 2 and 3 of the Constitution. 

Mr Lillis had undertaken to report to Dubl~n and 1 wondered 

whether there vas yet. any response. 

2. • M.r Naily and Hr Don Ion said that I iollo\t.'ing )ott Lill is I 

re?ort, the sHatt.er had been subml t.te.d to the 'I'aoi seach who had 

~ttphatically rejecLed the suggestion. The subject had been 

discussed at length during the Anglo - I.rish ne90tiationsr when 

there had at on~ t~ be~n the possibility of IDOveK~nt as part 

of a .... ider Anglo-Irish Agreement; but there ,,-'as nO longer a 

political cont~xt in which to consider such a radical and con

troversial step. ~he political situ~tion w~s not right. The 

GcverJUnent would have enough diffictllt.y in handling the refer

endum on divorce; and there could be no question of en~IKing 

on another referendum this side of it general election. 
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3e HI Brennan and I painlerl out Lh~t the situation had Changed 

since the negotiation of the Anglo- Irish Agreel1ent and that the 

need to take some step to red\lce Unionist hostility provided a 

political context. tlut.'tr NaIl}, said that. the Taoiseach \Yas 

adamant: RLhe file is closed ti
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