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NOTE FOR THE RECORD 

'DAY OF ACTION' ~ AFTERMATH 

GUI~FiU[P·l ~·i/\l. 

cc: PS/Secretar y o f Stah' I' ,,~ ,\). , ., ) 
PS/Mini s t ers ([,&13 ) - (" \ 
PS/PUS (L & n) - VV\ 

PS/Mr Bloomfj e l d 
Mr Stephens 
Mr Bren n an - <", 
Mr Chesterton - (Y'\ 

Mr Innes 
Mr Elliott 
Mr Spence 
Mr GiJliland 
Mr Bell-"'" 
Miss El.liott-'M 
Mr Blackwell 
Mr S Hewitt 

0, Mr G Hewi tt 
Mr Ehrman _~ 

Since Monday I have had several phone calls from people who are 

closely in touch with the protestant community. 

very 

",.::,J. 
, . .' .. 2. The general feeling is one of rev~lsion against the behaviour of 

many of t'he strike supporters on Monday. One spoke of the shame \'Ihich -r- . 

he detected amongst his contacts particulary as there had been a 

clear sectarian element in the protest in his area (Londonderry). . .... . 

3. The Unionists who spoke to me said that the line taken by Mr Molyhec't~; 
',j . 

ie against violence and support for a future strike, reflected the vieWj i ~, 
.. .. ' 

he was getting 'from members of his own party. / 

CcrrrIEnt 
4. There is no doubt that many supporters of the strike have been 

frightened a~ the ferocity of the action taken by the 'hardmen'. All . 
\ :~~. :: j .. 

of the people who rang me about the violence are deeply opposed to thti R'~ 

Agreement but while they supported the strike they are extremely conct:!tn~,~ 

about the rejection of the Downing Sti~et talks by their leaders (in 
" 

particular James Molyneaux) .. · They now feel that Unionists in Northern 

Xi Ireland are in an impossibie position. I encouraged this train of 

thought arid repe~ted th~t Ibelieved .the best way forward would be by 

talking. 
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5. When I asked about the new West/McNarry /Ard l e i.nitia t i ve tI, e reactihl1 

::: :~::c::r u::::~t:~~::':h:n:9;::m::~e ~ndN:h:; e r::;: :~':,,:,':,; ' he ;lt~ 
more appropriate at this time. I was reminde d by o ne of t 11( , cOlll' a cts .. ;.'" 

.' .;;.':;.~,(: . 
. that he saw sectarianism as being one of the ma ill planks of t he protest:::~11 

and therefore we should not expect the DUP and also some Uni on i sts to ." ,.,:.i:,,~;~;r 
lend suppo~t for any kind of power sharing. 

6. My contacts included an Assemblyman (UUP), community activists, 

a church leader and a prominent UU~party member. 
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J E McCONNELL 

political Affairs Division 

5 March 1986 
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