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theme he has raIsed 0:') i:.anr OC"::.:lSlon~; (:;~ 11S~S the::')) - ttl.:!t 

Mmixed courts W ~~uld be a r~ll~lcal and ac~in15trative discsLer 

(as '\ote.l1 as Cl severe bl"..., to the morale of the NI judlCHI ry) . 

~~ now even sugges~s ~hat ~re dIScussion of :he subject, 

under t...he auspices of t.h~ Inlet govec~ent"'l Con! erenc~. \o,'o~lc 

l 'eflect unfairly on the NI JudIciary and call lnto qu~stlOr: 

the credibility of earlIer jud~ements. 

groundec: .... ~ have no \,:l5i: .... :-.~t::i;:)eve:::- ~o sce the lnt.rod\:.-~l.on 

of r.li>:cd cot1n~s eit.! er on ?resen-~~i:=m.:ll or c!1rur.inlstr ,'\tl.ve 

9rot;nas; o· t ~",al1r' .... c ar~ under an oblIgatIon to conS.10er 

th~ pOsslhi:l.t}'. 'rhc: GovernT.l~nt·s ?05itlon ~1 3S b~'C'n ·de 
(' ~ . .... -- ... -. 

In 'ne House of COr!1.."r.or.s. 0:: 1- .lcl\'e!U:..t~r tile ?rune Minist.er S3~~: 

-The Agreement sho""~ that. .(: tl~\'e /\:,re~ l!'l 900d faitn :"t 

t~e pos.;i:::>ill.ty Wl~~O'.,)t t:O!'r_l;.~~nt, ;}£:C~ : 15~ we }~i10"" fro:':. 

~xperienc~ t.he dlf~iculties an~ ~e c~nnot yet sce our W3Y ro~~~ 

t.neltl. ~e are consi~ lIng t~t= possibil.ny .... .ithout C()mlTatJien~." 

3. l..£tst .-cck tll~ ""O:l:CI~:\:::€ l;ree.:! t~ cstO::lll.sh ." ",'or:: !nc ~r_u:) 

o! U~ unc l!"l!>h O!:1=l~15 to =o:l~id~r t~{; lrac~in~n-y for ,. C 

1 Llrt.h(H- di5~ussion c: .i~gal Latt~rs. l.ncl\lciin~ tile .J.'::'~l:-.~S~l· l:'lO(. 

o~ Mixed . " --~-- .. -,," ... .. .. .. .. - _. 



.. ... ' '-" 

., 

4. In-reply t.o th~ LCJ, there see~s little to-be ~pined fro .. 

once ag~in ciscusstnq the derneri~s of mixed courts. B'..It the 

Secretury of SL;}~9 ,,·ill, I ~U<;qC5t. \Jant to leav~ ~ord LOwcy . 
und~~ no ~:lusic~ ~h3~. whii~ ~~ ~on~~~~~ to s~e ~ll .~~ 

Ob:e:':~l.on,. !:o th~ ir.tro~~:;~.ior" ~~ ~ixe<= cO'Jr';.s, t h e: C-;:' --c!."r;. t:nt 

~. I att..-,d:-a d{"aft or. th~!>:; _ 1:lE3 for t!!~ Se':"ret.'l~r o! 

State's Slona ure. 

D. CHES'fERTON 

1., Dcccf""be r 1 q 8 :> 



DRA:1' ~L"'';::R POR -rut.: 5 or S TO 5~~D TO TH::: LORlJ CHIEF Jl.iS7IC:, 

ROYI\L COURTS OF JUSTICE, BELFAST BT] 3JP 

Th~nk you for your let.ter :»: 1(1 De;::c?r:"ber .lbout zaixed Court5. 

Coni crcncc' t;;!S t cot: I ~ b~ .:u S-,:>n3: r~-:?(~ .. s re! ie::-t i.lC) a.:lve:-s~l}' 

on t:le co."tp~tence an~ in~~~ri:.~ of t~~ ,"r juoiCllU-Y. 1 ho~ 

~hat 1 ao n~t n~ed LO u'_l re..: ~:"".)t 1 aSS0Clatt;! r::yself fc.lly 

with the tributes paid La ~he :;U~l::H~:-)' by my colleagues. 

Perh~ps it would b~ helpful 11 I briefly e~plain again )ust 

what th~ Covernment'~ po~ition is with r~ard to ~ixed courts. 

As the PriRoe Hinister and 1 have lI\.8oe cle2!r on severl'l occasions 

s~nce the Agree~nt was si~ned l~st rr~nth - to one of which you 

yours.ali referred 1.n rour letter - '"'~ are ol:li9ed .1.n -;;ooc! 

fait~. uS the result of ~r~~~l~ 0, 

of ~lked courts. That Must b~ tne case. And, as you may 

ha ve seen f ro~ the )01 nt pr~ss st<. :'-2I;lent issued aft.er last 

l..!lchine.ry ;:or the _ urther du*,~us:aor" 0= lr.~~l T;j,'tt; t.ers. Ho,-,C' 'el", 

and thIS 1S 3 pOlnt t.o which 1 a~tuch pa.rticul~r we1gh~. 

then: is no ~uc..stion - ::01 rCc!1S0ns 'Io..'} th ""hich ",'e :lre ooth 

:li:nil::.az" - of our r-t:!ln9 . ..).·"cly ~o -::.n.i ~n:x.?ci .:-ourts acct>pt~:"l€

In t~9 fOloS oable i~Lure. Aa ·he Pll~e ~lnister and 1 have 

also bott. sale! \O:e a!"e consioer.!ng the p~ssibility of Iuxed 

co~rtS Wltoout -omrn~+rnent beC3.!S~ we- _ n ":rOl!. e.·~!"l.cr.:::c 

that there 1S no C-fl Y W~)' Toun...! t..;i> .;h~~l{"ult.i~s that st.anri 

.1n tLt<: .... ·ay. 1 \"ot:lc nOt:. in !1n\' ::!1~~. co\.!nt.cnance dn)' ~vc 

iTI the direction of :u.·eo COLl:-LS \.I.Jtnout: t.he full .5.upyort o! 

the Lorc Cnanc:ellor and th Lll\o\ Offlcers, to whom 1 iU\l copying 

thl.s lette=. 
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