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1. FOLLOWING IS DRAFT OF SPEECH TO BE DELIVERED BY PETER BARRY 
ON 23 NOVE~BER AT THE LAUrCH OF COLON~EL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
"START-YOUR-o\VN BUSINESS" Cm~PETlTlm' - FRIDAY 23 NOVE~mER 
1984. TEXT SUBJECT TO CHANGES MADE ON DELIVERYM 

ON SUNDA Y AND t~ONDA Y LAST A SUt'1M I T r.,EET I NG TOOK PLACE BETYJEEN 
THE BRITISH AND IRISH GOVEPN~ENTS. IT WAS THE FULLEST, THE 
FRA KEST AND THE rmST REALISTIC SU~1:vJIT THAT MRS THATCHER HAD 
EVER HAD WITH AN IRISH LEADER. THOSE ARE HER WORDS -OTHER IRISH 
POLITICIANS WHO HAVE MADE LOUD AND PORTENTOUS NOISES AFTER 
MEETING THE LADY SHOULD HAVE PONDERED THEM VERY CAREFULLY BEFORE 
RUSHING OUT THEIR CO 'DEM I ATIO ~ S. I VJOULD ADD THAT IT 'vJAS A 
EXTREMELY DIRECT AND OFTEr DIFFICULT MEETING. THE IRISH A D 
BR I T I SH GOVERN ~1 ENTS GOT DOV! t' TO BUS I NESS I t~ A vJA Y THA T 'vJE HAD 1\OT 
DONE FOR TEN YEARS A T LEAST. WE AG REED ABOUT SEVERAL IMPORTA NT 
ISSUES. THE RESULTS CF OUR EXC HA' :S ES :,'ERE SET ,UT I ~': A COi :t'UN IQUE 

'~! HICH n~ BODIES Te A SIG~: IGICt: . T EXTE':T TH:: SU~S T ~', C::: CF 'THE 
PDO;JGShL S - Tf-'E (F ·: LL r':: I ,S I .. /CRJ C·m ERLI' :ED) P RC P 2 S~LS, NeT THE 
(FOLLC', ,1P 'G Y'O~Ij Ut. JE PLI " EJ) OPTIC" S - OF Trl E FO? :: REPC RT. WE 
AGPEE] TO conl"WE CL' R Tt.LKS A '~ D TO r< EET A3t,1 ' AT h" EARLY DATE 
TO REVIE~ FU RTHER PROG RESS. 

" 

FOUR DAYS ~ATER, THE su::r~ IT IS DESCRI !? ED AS A r-IASCO, A DIS~STER, 

A BETRAYAL, AND IN THE WORDS OF THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, 
AS SETTING THE SITUATION BACK BY FIFTY YEARS. 

IT IS TRUE THAT TWO STATn1ENTS IN MRS THATCHERS PRESS CONFERENCE 
CAUSED SERIOUS OFFENCE TO IRISH NATIONALISTS AND THAT MR HURD 
MADE A SERIES OF UNHELPFUL AND UNACCEPTABLE STATEMENTS. THESE ARE 
ALMENTABLE EVENTS AND I PERSONALLY SHARED IN THE STRONG FEELINGS 
THEY AROUSED. THE BRITISH GOVERN~j ENT HAVE BEEN MA.DE FULLY A\4JARE 
OF THE REACTION OF OUR GOVERNMENT AND OUR PEOPLE. 

. . 

NOW, FOUR DAYS AFTER THE SUMMIT, FOUR DAYS CONFusED BY EMOTION 
AND MANIPULATIVE OPPORTUNISM, I LOOK BACK IN ANGER, ANGER NOT JUST 
WITH BRITISH INSENSITIVITY, BUT MUCH MORE WITH THE ATTEMPTS 
WHICH WE HAVE SEEN HERE AT HOME TO DESTROY THE REAL PROGRESS WE 
HAVE MADE AND TO DESTROY THE HOPES FOR PEACE AND STABLITY OF THE 
PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IRELAND. 
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.~ 'T, E IPISH ~ :>LE, VL.:~T .AS "bSE \ES A ~ IrC'l:-dLT "UESTI .: 
T ~O I/E REAL~Y '/ANT IN A J GLC-IRIS~ EL TI S? G \"~ \',':' 'T 

E"'''TIO AL GRA IF IICt.TIO' OR v ~: E V.'A n R~ L PROGRESS I 'Or:(THE~' 
~::Lf t'J? IT ~1 ST BE or'E OR THE OTHER: \·.'E CA~. ~ T Hl,VE BOTH. :E 

.i 'OT GIVE OURSELVES \.o.'HATEVER S~,TISFACTION CA' BE DIRIVED FRO~', 
VILIFYING THE BRITISH AND AT THE S';IV;E Tlt,1E HOPE TO CHA'!GE THE 
SITUATION IN THE ORTH . I UtWERSTAt':D Ai'D I FEEL AS DEEPLY AS ANY 
NATIONALIST ON THIS ISLAND THE EMOTION BEJ0EATHEJ Te US BY A 
LO G HISTOPY OF TYRAN 'ICAL At~D STUPID O;:PRESSIO'! At '] THE YET 
STRO 'GER OuT~AGE ,,'E FEEL AT THE PLIG~T 'OF /-:. \tHOLE CO~~t,:u r ' ITY It' THE 
t'ORTH TCDAY. THAT CHOICE t-1UST PE ~~A'E, HO\:EVER. THE TAOISEACH 
A ~D THE GOV ER ~~' E;T !-lA VE CL E4 RL Y Cf-lO~ E" TH t JIFF I CUL T ROAD OF 
PROG RESS At;D SO TOO, D ESP I TE THE Sf-lOCf, I 'S /... 'T I CS OF SOt-iE 
POLITICIA~S A ID THE t'EDIA I' THESE PAST FE~: .JA YS, HAVE THE 
OVERWHELt>i I NG MAJOR I TY OF OUR PEOPLE. vIE A RE GO I ~'G TO ST I CK TO 
OUR CHOICE BECAUSE THAT IS THE O~LY WAY WE CA! HOPE TO CHANGE 
THE SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE 'ONLY WAY WE CAN TRULY 
EARN THE RIGHT TO BE PROUD OF OUR EFFORTS, OF OUR 
ACHIEVEMENTS AND OF OURSELVES. 

THE THREE MODELS IN THE FORUM REPORT WERE (FOLLOWING WORD UNDERLINED 
OPTIONS NOT, AS MRS THATCHER MISTAKENLY SAID IN THE COMMONS, (FOLL
OWING WORD UNDERLINED) PROPOSALS, AND INDEED THE FORUM ITSELF 
STATED THAT OTHER POSSIBILITIES COULD BE CONSIDERED. ONLY ONCE 
DID THE FORUM USE THE WORD "PROPOSES". IN CHAPTER 5 THE 
FORUM PROPOSED TEN REQUIRE~ENTS " AS NECESSARY ELEMENTS OF A 
FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH A NEW IRELAND COULD EMERGE". MRS THATCHER 
I N THE CO 1MUN I QUE, I N HER PRESS CONFERENCE AND I N HER RU1ARKS IN 
THE COMMONS SUSCR I BED 'TO A SIGN I F I CANT EXTENT TO EACH AND EVERY 

ONE OF THOSE PROPOSALS. I AM TODA Y RELEAS I NG A SHORT PAPER 
WHCIH DEMONSTRATES THE HARMONY AND THE LARGE MEASURE OF IDENTITY 
ACHIEVED BETWEEN THE PROPOSALS IN THE FORUM REPORT AND THE PUBLIC 
APPROACH OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AS OURLINED AFTER THE SUMMIT •• 

IRISH LEADERS HAVE IN THE RECENT PAST MADE LUDICROUSLY INFLATED 
CLAINS FOR THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR ~'EETINGS WITH THE"BRITISH 
WITH RESULTS WHICH H~VE SET BACK THE PROSPECTS OF PEACE, RECONCIL
IATION AND STABILITY, THROUGH DAMAGING THE CREDIBILfTY OF OUR 
GOVERNMENT. THE TAOISEACH, THE TANAISTE AND I HAVE, CONSIOUS OF 
CHILDISH AND DAMAGING IRRESPO 'SIBILITY OF THIS APPROACH AND CONCER
NED TO ACHIEVE REAL PROGRESS RtTHER THAN MER POLITICAL ADVANTAGE IN 
THIS STATE, REFRAINED VERY CAREFULLY - I J I-lIt'DSIGHT, PERYAPS 
A LITTLE TOO CAPEFULLY - FPO~j PRESENTI 'e OUR i:EET ING AT CHEQUERS 
AS I~!VOLVP;G A' "HISTOR IC BREAKTHROL'3rl " OR M:Y CF TI-lE OTHER 
TRIU"PHALIST RAIr'E'fS ',iE ' .. JERE non:;ARDE!) "' ITH A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO. 
I CAN NOT, HNJEVER, AGREE THAT THEFACT TH~,T r:QS Tf-lATCHER HAS 
TO A SIGNIFICANT DEGREE NOW GO 'E ALO '3 WITH THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
PRINCIPAL PROPOSALS OF THE FOURM REPCRT AS THE BASIS OF A COMMON 
APPROACH BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS H~S SET THE SITUATION 
BACK ALL OF FIFTY YEARSM 
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-:u, I ... L~.J " -D, "" • H E. \", r 
I I THE A I LA!) SO~··E eTHER C ;~r TA T RS HAVE S UGHT 
HYSTERIA I I PUBL IC OP I 10 I HER DUR/t'G THESE PAST FOUR 

:AYS. \'/E WERE IN A -,'AY PREPt.RED FOR SOI-1ETHI1G OF THIS SORT BY 
HAUGHEYS DISMISSAL OF THE SUMMIT EVEN BEFORE WE LEFT FOR 

\"t1EQUERS f~ ID BY HIS SI NSTANT SAVAG I NG OF ITS RESUL TS ~J I TH I N M I lUTES 
OF THE COMMUNIQUE BEING PUBLISHED. OUR OBJECTIVES WERE AND REMAIN 
CRYSTAL CLEAR: TO END THE NIGHTMARE OF THE NORTHER NATIONALISTS 
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND TO CREATE LASTING PEACE AND STABILITY 
THROUGHOUT IRELAND: WE HAVE NOT BEEN HELPED IN THIS COMMON GOAL 
BY THE DISTORTIONS, PERSONAL ATTACKS AND APPEALS TO A PRESUMED 
NATIONALIST XE 'OPHOBIA AND A PRESUMED NATIONAL INFERIORITY 
COMPLEX OF THE PAST DAYS. TO THOSE vJHO HAVE" INDULGED IN THIS 
PATHETIC ACTIVITY I SAY TWO THINGS: • FIRST, I At>1 SORRY THAT' 
YOU ARE SO FIERCELY DRIVEN BY POLITICAL AMBITION THAT YOU HAVE," FAR 
MORE VICIOUSLY THAN ANYTHING DONE BY OUR BRITISH INTERLOCUTERS, 
CHOSEN TO KNIFE, KNIFE AND KNIFE AGAIN THE GOVERNMENT OF THIS 
COUNTRY AS WE WORK TO TRY TO FIND A COMMON APPROACH WITH THE 
BRITISH AND, SECOND, YOU'RE WASTING YOUR TIME BECAUSE THE IRISH 
PEOPLE HAVE TOO MUCH MATURITY AND TOO MUCH REAL PRIDE IN THEMSELVES 
TO FALL FOR THIS PANDERING. AriD I ADD FOR f'.1R HAUGHEY'S m-IN 
BENEFIT THAT, IF HE CAlmOT BRING H/r~SELF TO BACK THE GOVERNMENT 
OF HIS COUNTRY I N THE ACH I EV n;ENT OF PEACE AND STA B I L I TY, HE 
SHOULD I THE NATIO~AL INTEREST TAKE HIS OWl ADVICE A'D DEPART THE 

NATIC,'AL STAGE O~!CE AND FOR ALL. 

IN OUR DIFFICULT Tll.SK WE HAVE BEEr~ PO\'/ERFULLY SUSTAI~IED BY THE 
REMARKABLE EVIDENCE OF SOPHISTICATlm~ A'D STEAJY r·iATURITY SHOWN 
BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF OUR PEOPLE. A ~~JOR CPI~IO~ POLL 
PUBLISHED LAST WEEK SHOWED THAT THE OPE~ APPROACH BY THE GOVERNMENT 
BASED ON THE FORUM REPORT I N"I TS ENT I RETY HAS THE SUPPORT OF THE 
GREAT MAJOR I TY OF THE PEOPLE, I NCLUD I NG THE OVER~JHELM I NG MAJOR I TY 
OF YOUNG PEOPLE. THE POLL ALSO PORVES THAT THOSE WHO TAKE A 
NARROW AND SBSOLUTIST VIEW ARE SUPPORTED ON THIS ISSUE ONLY BY 
A TINY PROPORTION OF IRISH MEN AND WOMEN EITHER YOUNG OR OLD 
THIS IS A CAUSE FOR REAL PRIDE IN THE JUDGEMENT OF OUR PEOPLE 
AND SHOWS FOR ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT THE DAYS OF NATIONAL 
INFERIORITY COMPLEXES ARE WELL AND TRULY BEHIND US. 

WE ARE NOW IN BUSINESS WITH THE BRITISH. WE CANNOT MAKE PROMISES 
OF SUCCESS. WE CAN ONLY PROMISE THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT WILL 
SPARE NO EFFORT IN OUR ATTEMPT TO FIND ENOUGH COMMON GROUND TO 
ENABLE A VIALBLE INITIATIVE TO BE ATTEMPTED. THE GOING WILL NOT 
BE EASY. IT WASNT EASY AT CHEQUERS BUT I CAN TELL YOU THAT I 
HAVE NEVER BEEN MORE CONFIDENT OR"PROUD OF OUR TAOISEACH AS WHEN, 
DURING THOSE DIFFICULT EXCHANGES, HE TIME AND TIME AGAIN 
BROUGHT MRS THATCHER TO FACE THE FULL DIMENSIONS OF THE PROBLEM 
OF NORTHERN IRELAND. 'AS WE PROCEED THERE WILL PROBABL Y BE ~10MENTS 
OF SERIOUS DIFFERENCE, SERIOUS MISUNDERSTANDING AND PERHAPS 
EVEN OF PANIC ON THE PART OF SOME. THE IRISH GOVERNMENT WILL NOT 
ALLOW ITSELF TO BE UNNERVED OR DETERRED BY THESE DIFFICULTIES. 

GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE, IN THIS DIFFICULT SEARCH FOR PEACE 
AND RECONCILIATION, WE MUST STAND STEADILY TOGETHER AND WORK FOR 
REAL P ROG RESS, NOT EPH H1ERAL H10T I ONAL H YP ES. I Af'.1 
~eS8[DI~C~,CO[RE9~~TUWm{T WBDH{VE THE SELF-RESPECT, THE SELF-

GOVERt'MENT AND"PEOPLE, IN THIS DIFFICULT SEARCH FOR PEACE AND 
RECONC I L I A T I O~), WE r\~UST .S TM ID STEA.D I L Y TOGETHER A ID WORK FOR 
REAL PROGRESS, NOT EPHEt'1ERAL Ef'.10TIONA.L HYPES. I A~~ 
ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENT THAT viE HAVE THE SELF-RESPECT, 'THE SELF
CONFIDENCE, THE MATURITY AND THE COURAGE TO DO THIS. 

2. SEE MIFT. 
---- . -- ... 


	proni_CENT-3-4_1984-11-23_p1
	proni_CENT-3-4_1984-11-23_p2
	proni_CENT-3-4_1984-11-23_p3

