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~n91o-lrisb Rel~tion5: Northern Ireland 

This is ~ report on tt,e maia devt'lop~nts 1ft the latest 

found of Armstronq- ally talks. 

Draft I\qJ"e~ 

2. The title -lnterqovernnental Confer~nce· ~as greed. 

l. On the various ~nen~nts W~ ~~re iftstructed to seek p we 

ended up as follows: 

Art.icle 2(a): 

(( 3> 
o 1 NOV198S 

/ 

NOIAAR 

The lrish sl~e were reluctant to 105 the 

r~ference ~o Northern lr.land entirely. 

They asked us to consider: 

-an lrite"90~r"J8efttal Conference (hettinafter 

referr~ a6 -the Confer nee-) concerned with 

~orthern Ireland and with relations bet~n 

the two ~rt6 of Ireland. to de.I r as set 

out in thi. A9r~aent. on .. regulAr basis 

wlthr • 

or -an Inter90vern~ent.l Conference 

(hereinafter refereed to as -the 

Coofereftce-), concerned with relatlons 

between the two parts of 1reland, to deal. 

as set ~t in tbis Agreement, on a requlac 

basis and ~inly in rel~tion to Northern 

lcelaftd, with, • 

As Mi»isters bad .9r~~d that we had some 

roon for .aneouvre Oft. And ne.d not in tbe 

final analyais in5ist upon, the aaendment 
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Article 2(b): 

Artjcl~ 3: 

Ar t. i c 1 e 4 ( c ) : 

Arttcle 7(d): 

Article 8: 

, 

:.cl E T f. . 0 f' ERSO AL 

thAt we h~d proposed, e undertook to 

consider tbe revised a~~dments propos.~ by 

the Iri$~ side, end report b~ck after 

di.cu.~ion vith Mini~ters. 

Deletion of first sentence agreed 

In oTder to ke It ~lear that the 

Conference could if nece~sAry and .qr~ed 

aeet ~t MinisterIal level with otber 

Minis~ers than the t~o named joint chairman, 

the sent nee which r ~ds: ·Other British and 

Irish ~iDister. anbll attend meetings AS 

appropriate- i. ~~end~d by a9ree~n~ to Te~d 

-~ithin the f,a~ ork of the Conference 

other Bri~isb and Irish Minister a.l hold 

~ attend ~e~in9s as appropriate.-

Th~ aaen~Dts to the las~ sentence, to 

del~te -per an.nt- and add ·on a continuin9 

basis· were agr~. 

-~hrou9hout the island of lre13nd- Agreed. 

Qur Anle~l'\n- to delete -If full devolution 

has not tAken place- and to Add -the 

»odalitie~ of brin9i~9 about devolution-, 

yere Agreed. 

The substitutIon for -explanAtions can be 

qiven- of -lnfolAAtion C4~ be provided- was 

49reed. 

The 1~I$h ~ere not keen OD AThe t_o 

Governnents agt e on the desirability of 

maintaining public confidence in the 
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Joint Press Release 

Paragraph 3: 

Paragraph 6: 

Paragraph 12: 

Joint C~uni9u~ 

L 

ad iRistration of justic~·. 

We eventvally agreed upon: 

~The ~wo GovernDe~ts a9ree on the impOrtanc~ 

of public coofid nee i. Lbe admini.tr~tlon 

.of jus t. ice. • 

To be a~enoed in line wi~h whAtever 

m~n~nt is .9r~.d for Article lea' of the 

Agree ment.. 

Oelete ·per~neot·; remov~ sQuar~ brackets 

round ·on contiftuin9 basi.·. Agreed. 

Flrst sentence to read -80th Gover~nts 

recognise the import.Anc~ of public 

confidence In the ~daiAistration of 

justice-. Agreed. 

s. We had a consider~ble d16CU sion about how you and tbe 

Taoi each could deal with ques~ioD about ~he status of Wortbern 

Ireland ~thout aftron~ln9 the su,ceptibiliti~5 either of the 

unlonists or of the Irish constitution or of ~he TaoiseAch's 

likely opponents in ~he PAil. We concluded that the best way of 

doing this ~i9ht b~ to include in parA9raph 4 of the ~uniqu~ 

an expA~ded ref~r~nce to ~rticle 1 of the A9reement, suitably 

drafted so that both you and ~he Taolseacb co~ld refer back to 

it in all subsequent questions about status. We aqreed. ad 

rerer~ndu~, t~~ the expAn~ed r~{e[en~e should xead .$ !oll0W5: 
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-4. In the Agree .ot th~ two Goy~rn ent r~cognise as 

lOa t t er $ 0 f t act t h.a t 1 r t! 1 b I, cl ! 5 not II nit edit n d 1. ha. t 

~octhern ]r~land ill part of the: United liC\9dom. Under lh~ 

hrst ArtH'le the t 0 Cover ~nta agree thbt any ch n9~ in 

that situat.ion. ,",oold only co e about ~dlh the conS('nt of a 

~a)orilY of the p~ople of Porth~rn lreland; recoqoi e that 

the pc~s~nt wish of the ~Ajorlty is tor no change; And 

d(~clar~ that, If !UC!'l consent· re to bp. for lly given. 

they ,,",ould introdl)ct" IWl! sup ·',rt l(::;i~lt\tion ccordin91y. 

T01$ lJICQos that the '.Hlitication o~ lrel.n6 ~nvi ~qt'Xi in the 

IriGh Constitution ,",ould only CON? about jf a major-ity of 

the p~ 0 p 1 e 0 f N'J 1" her n I: t 1 I cl C (Hl $ f> :1 t Eo d lo it; and 't hat 

con~~nt oDes not no~ exist.-

Ther e ""{}-loll d t.hen be a Of''''' pAr agraph, i n~Ot por a t i ng the res t of 

the old parb9raph 4# t,~innlllg: 

-5. Succeeding ~TllCl~s of the Agreecent ~~l~bli~h an 

1 n te r 90ve r mr.eo tal Cor.f e rence .•• • 

6. The- re-ordering oC the indents in paragraph 7 \orhich ",e 

proposed ~as agreed. The new third {old second) indent ~as 

aJDended to read: 

1. 

.- seeklDg 5easures hlCh would 9Ive sub&tahtial expressIon 

to the Ai. of underllnin9 the iJt.portallce of public 

conflde'~Ce 1 •• t.he a~. lnl~t.lion of JustIce-. 
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We ~~de Jt clear lb&t. if an 

~9ree~nt was ~i9ned. ~~ should be pr~ssl~9 the~ to ake 

• 5 i <,;1 n 1 f i Cd n t a. n d 1 i!) 5 t .1 n 9 • i r 0 \.' . a~ n t sin t his "r (" a • 1 n t e r .$ 

of the co unique tht: furthest the-y \t~re plf.'pared to go as to 

aDlehd the last paI· t of paragrAph 9 01 the cO .... 'tuniQul! to read: 

••.. consid!~ r ho .. ~h~ taO Govl:'rnftterlt S CAn most e-tfe lively 

~d durab~~~vE'lop t.helr joint cOWJ..it~ent to cotabat. 

terroris~r giving particulAr att~ntion to the policing of 

border ares·. 

We said that we had no autbority to a9ree to anything other than 

th~ am~n~~~t we h.d pro~sed, and would h~ve to repoIt bacx to 

JoHnlsters. 

PresentatIon 

&. I rr.ade it clear that, in Vresf->ntulIl the leierf"HCe to Rll~~d 

courts, you ~~ul~ have to ~ay that you h&d m~de our po~ition 

cle~r to the TaOlSf'.ch in t~e l~r~ u$ed in your l~tt.er ol 4 

O~tob~r. Hr Nally 5~ld ~hAl there Wb5 DO objection to t.his. 

9. On the £uropean Convention on the suppressio" of Terrorisll., 

1 saId that .... lni5ters bere hbd vondt'rf"d "hether the Irish 

Govern;nent 'h19ht prefer to sa)', in tht: co",,"uniqu~ that the 

-""ouid introduce le9islation 10 the Dail en~blinq theXl LO 

.ccede to the convention, rather than 5ayiog that they -lotended 
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to accede· to ~he Convention. e could Accept either 

formulation. Wh~t was imporl.ut 10r us. hichever formulation 

vas US~Q. was ~hAt it should nol th n or ubsequ~ntly be 

qualified by any condition all ch~d to pt"rformanCl" oc pC09re6s 

in the matters cov~reO in the Agr~~ment or any specific ~tt~r 

iD the AgreeAent. It would be acc~ptabl. to ay no ore than 

tbat "hbvinq re-qard to· or -in the t:ontext of- the ~gr~ eont, 

the lrish GovernOtent intended lo cc _de to the Convention-: or 

of course to Quote the .ctual ~rd$ of the co unlque. Hr NAlly 
said that this was accept..able, and uno rtook to discuss vlth t.he · 

~aoiseacb the alLernative form ot wordio9 we ba~ u99~st~d. 

le. I attacn copies of the texts eU; th~y no.., stand, sho\ollnq the 

aaendDents bgreeJ. or proposed in pclnuscr i pt. 

11. I am sending copi $ of thlS ~inut~ to the Seer tari~s of 

State lor ForeigQ 40d Comu.on~ealth ~ff&jr5 and for Northern 

Ireland 

~OB~RT ARMSTRONG 

31 October 1985 
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