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W DOORSUP OF 110 10, tQt1)IIESDA!, ~BIt 30« It'S 

~I !la had .. wery fu'll and feaAt cUscu5.iOG~ IIr 1I01yneaux 

aDd Dr paisley .ade very clear tbeir cooceroa about ~he 

ctisCU$siona taku.g place bet.¥een the Govercment of the 

oai ted aingd aJ)d the Cove nt of t.be Republic aDd we 

4iaCU$sed tbe issue..s aDd they disCU56ed the i-.portuce that: 

tber Attacb to seeing .ore 4evelopment internall, and 

possibly .ore 4evolpt.ioe. Anel tbe Pr u.e Kiniater &Dd 1 

coafinwd that an! discussions tut are t&k.~D9 place aren' t 

aD alternatiye to d~olution, I cer~ainly hope tbat we can 

~elop that ,.$ well. 

0: !'bey ha"e aid that Krs Tnat.cbe.r hAS undert.akers to 

COIlSic1er the point.s vhich they have aade to her. Do you 

think that in conSideration of tbose points that aAyt lft~ 

"ill c~age in t.he way the De9otiat.ion£ ~re coaiDCj DIIt.? 

ft! 1le11 IH: dooet. knew at the ao.e.nt wlwt~ t.hey vill 

cc.e out. I dou'·t. yet. know ~het.hec we viII have an 

agr - ant. but what vas clea~ at t.be mee;ing ilA4 ~b the 

.,t.e "inister ao(! I were able to coofirIR gaiD thAt if ve 

do 9et an &9C~t it. viII in 110 WAy _ffeet tl)e 

sovereignty SL te of orthecD IrelaDd as part. of tbe United 

Kin94ca. tfe confirmed that. again ~ 1 bope that. W&.a • 

clear reas,ar~ ~o ~ the pefty leaders. 

Qt Do ~ t.h1Dk the, viII eT~tuallY _cocept .a.e re.le for 

tM lri.1a Gcwe.ra.ent.l 

tlell obyloaaly at the 1lOIDe4t tile t&a • difficult .ito&~lon 
1.a lfblcb it 1$ Dot. possible to 9h,e t.he full detaila of tbe 

.,ree.ent.. I hope that tfben tbey see the ~rC:etaent, if ... 

ao reach it, it vll1 be clear t:.h&t. the pl~ .. we bay. given 

laava beeA fally hOllOOred and a.& I bave fceqoeD.tly at.at.e4 to 

t.be peopl. of lIOCt.UrD Ic~laod, I have aa4e abaolately clear 
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~ ~ peraOGal position ~t we stAnd ab$ol~tel~ by " the 

~it.iCID of .ortbero I.reland a. part of tbe Onit~ .i~(D_ 

DO ~ADgf! ~taoever iD t:ha~ lIituti~ or u.e 
re5poosib11ity of XiDiater~ and that I hope 1. quite ~le&r 

anA ~lt. vell aDderatoed by everybody 1n the Province. 

O. &Dd tbe e~ot.J.at.1OD. are eoet.lnulag? 

Ql Z are ~ 8Q pea.iai.t~c about vhet.ber ~ not tbay 

algbt _ t.erialiael 

u: Until y~ have an agreeaent you caa·t M certaiD that 

Y'O'il viII actlluly get an &gJ"eeaK!At. and obviously in the 

fibal $tage6 there can be detailed point6 Which caa present 

real difficulties.. ~here &re difficult issues iOVQlved but. 

t bope because of tbe benefits that could flow aad ooe of 

tlae inttrest.inq things that Kr MolYDeAUI &Dd ~ Paisley sa.ic1 

15 that they recognise aa everybody does in tbe .o~ of 

IrelaDd the ~dY.nta9es of bett.er relatiOAShip and the 

adY-AD~. of talklDCj to the Republic ..oout a whole range of 

~iff~reat issues, not least the l~sue of security .. 

Q: So t.octq'a .acUng 4~ DOt ill ADJ vaJ ~t.ruct the 

FCMJpect. of all ti9r ..-e.Dt.1 

ft, .0. we·ve t.a.keo Dot.e of tb, points t.hat t.hey .ado. 

It .... ae it ay bGl5iDe~& to try a.Ad uDd4l!r.t.ana t.he i..astlb ia 

the Pr~illce IlA<1 1 tbiDk th&t tbe points tbilt they PUt" were 

verJ fairly ~be ~iewa held by ..ay Ooioci.ta at the preseat 
tt.e, the coacerna tJla~ they ba.e. aad I hope t:hat. t.he 

~tlD9 vltb t:be ~ru.e Iliaistec. u I said IIOre than an hour 

of di&Olaalao, ., .ye beeA be~pfll1 t.o ~ iD aakiag 

abaolate1y clear t.hat. t:be%e" i. ~ QlDeatioa ~ tale pri.e 

Min1et.er or 1 ct..."9iDg the positioo. OD t.IM plea,H t:bat v. 

"ha- 91 ... to the peaple ~ IfartMrIl 7re.laa4. 
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01 BlIt tMt·. Dot 90ill9 to aff,ect. t.he c:OQr~ of the 

lo/lr~ tUu? 

TIt: llel}. we bay. ~e q.lite cleu that, these at' ~tiD\ling 

.t the preseDt tiae and that: hope tb.t the agl~nt.. if 

it. Is reached, "ill f 11,. .eel. t.he coocerl~& that have been 

~9res5ed by tu lIolyceaux a04 Dr pai$ley. 

0= If the t.&lka d~' t iD fact reach aD _gc t ~t are 

~ What are roar _:)or CODCeZllIl 

n: I think jt. would. be very unfort..un.te if we re not 

able 1.0 reach il'jcee-eQt OIl what are .tepa l:o try anel improve 

~ deepen the rel~tionsblp with the aepubli~ of treland. 
We both sbare a C(MCW*Oll interest, for exaaple moat obvioualy 

ill defeating ~erroris... tie know t~t the parti~lAr problUl 

,that tercor ia. poses, Dot jut north of the bor r bat &outb 

of the border AS veIl, a.ac:l t:.bat: would be ~ ~.loa~ loss if 

we werea"t able to .cbiey~ tbat. as well. Of eoar.e we .. Dt 

9004 cooperatioa ADyv&y. but. • clO1J r re.1at.iOAa lop COCl14 

iapcove that. .till furt.her. 

1K: Ita eonfir.ed th concerns •• nd I hope t.hat it NS 

r 8aored the Unionist leaders of bOt.h the pri.ae °nist.er 

.na ay posiUoo ADd the positUm of ~ Gove rt i~ the 

_ SUaace5 t.hat we·we 9ivefl about t:.be pledges t the 

pos ItiCll of .ortbenl Ire.laod .. 

Q: 'oaf preAeceaaor. J)oQglaa 1IDrc1. "Wan-era! .. Uta &90 

CID aa..ral ocauaiooa ~t t:.M cbaDoe- at tlaat • of 
.,c ... eat wit.la tbe Jkplbl.ie of Ire1.,.., aad t.be .we 
flft:7-f1fty. ~ ~ care t.o pat. • fip.". c. t.l 

~t I· ... • ever eJltered iDt-o the .,..tt1Dg atak. ~t. 

....... ... - .. ........... . .. _ ...... __ •• _----._-•• ..-..._._ ......... _ •• __ • __ ••• -.-.-.-~ •• - •••• ..-•••• # ••••• -.--••• --•• - ••••• - ••• - •• ----•• - ....... . 

© PRONI CENT/3/37A 



© PRONI CENTl3/37A 

You ~'~ t.~l Dfttil you. ~t.ually know wb~t.ber or l1~t there 

viI). be aD agreeeeDt just. what the f!hA.Dces aOlf are. There 
- . 

are at!ll ac:.e diffieultiea ~ be reaolyecl &Il4 obyioual~ 

~~1l1D9 agr~t of t.hia klad between t.WO aover~i9D 

9 0verldleDU baa t.o ~o before Pa:rliUM!nu 1n bOtJl C:OUAt..ries. 

1 c 't at. t..b18 at..a4}e tell vhet..ber ve vill- get ~reelM!Dt, 

but. J _ opeful tbat we ~y be ~l t.p do that. 

Q: Are we fairly c:la.e to the polat: where eleci.iau rill be 
tak_ aG vhthar or act tbare .,111 be aD _gTe __ t, 

!'K:. Tb.a.t 4epen4s Vbrtber we 40 ~11 over the fiDal .t..age~ 

~f disC\lssiOfts lItbich we are ill JlOW; whetber they caae to • 

~uccessfol ~c1D$iOG. 

0: Are troop 1e.ela being increued iD .ort.bera lrelaoa to 

4 with • possible Loyal18t backla.h to an ~lQ/lriah 

deal? IIcGld you C:&X'e to cc. n eDt OD that? 

0: IleYert.bel... are 'lOG conce.rue4 t:H.re ~9bt be a ~ioleGt. 

PTot.ea t badlash were yoar proposals to le) ahN4? 

ft t It wonld onl,. happen if UterI! vas very vide 

aiauDderatandiDg what tla~ pr9pc»H1.lc a.ctUAlly are. T~t·s 

why I _ .est: an1ions, aod vby I ve.1caaed tJte ~t."Di.t.)' 

t.adal' t.o aake clear aqain t.o leaders of tvo of t: .aiD 

parties ill t..he PrOYiace just what ia invol"ed in the 

agreateDt. because there i. ootbiDi in that &gree.eot tbat 

woo.ld ju.tif~ tJae cort of ba~laab or ~ ... tUt aa.e 

have expreaaed. A lot of .isleMiDg stories bave bf:ea pat 

about. ac.e ~ those have caused <:ODcerD &Dd I ba.e ~ 

aaxlous to pat. those st.ra1.pt. 

Q: Jlewerthel..." hleley .... ~~ war.-4 pibli;ct.r 
that tIen ~ to be DO pol~tica1. .alot..l.oD ...... it ~14 
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be left t.Q ~ of yio ee." obvJoualr .OD bot.h al4H, .. a 
t.be Prlae Ill-i.tu able to aa, .. rtlaiDC) 41rect.1y to DJ' 
Pai.aley _ !:.be cl4ul9era of v101 eJlCe? 

n.. "ell I tbi~ the Prime Minist.e," reass~re<1 Dr PAisley. 
but t.~y ~ .. t obviously speak for themselYea, but I got. the 
tapre~iOD that they aay bave thouvht the ~i8~.BiOO$ wit.h 
the Republic 01 !reland were sa.e alternative to trying to 
e~COQrAge ~re devolutiOD wit.bin tbe Provi~ce &Ad we ~e 
- - le t~ ... sure the. t..bat far frea ~ing aD alterDatiYe. 'le 
= ~egar4 the. aa t.wo desirable ends ID tbea.s~Ye •• and 1 

:er 4ialy hope t,:hat the .gr~t. aay ac~uall~ kIp t.o 
e~rage .I:be parties ill .or~rn lreland, t.he par~i~ t.bat 
Daye DO part iD violeDce, t~e constitutional pazties. - to be 
able t.o a.e together and see they C~ togetber work out & 
solutioo iD. whicb tDOre of the responsibility for the 
adiliDistrat.iOD of the PrmriACe la in the Province &Dd Dot. a 

I -4irect. rul.e sitoation that we bave to b.~e at tbe 1I(IDtI!t)t. 

01 1Ibat ia ,car .-eact.iOD to t:btt ae.ointiOD don' eDt t.Jlat 
", .. eAt*' to u.e MMllbly ~terday? 

~I 1 bayen't seen ~t yet., 1-. waiting far further 4etai16 
&lid u derstAD4 ~Y ar senC!ing it. to ae. 

0: $ecret..ary of State wi 11 cme of Uae .l~ta in t.he 
*9r _eIl~ be .~ fora of 4evol tioa ill .ort.berD lrelaD4 

u; rbat~. qu~te & separate -.a.tter because we are t&lliDCJ 
abaot relat.ions vi th anot~ 50vereig gove.cuaeat ~ VAY. 
iD ~cta we tUgbt ~ove tbat relatiQasbip. The qnit:e 
.epar&te latter. but wary l~rt.Ant _tter ia whether we CAn 
gK ~c::ae way lD wbicb we c:an get agree.eAt. GO .a.iDistrat.lOD 
of. tbe Prcwleee cm tbe baai. C)f widespread acceptability of 
Ule people of the Pr4]V i&ee. I _ very teea to &ee pragresa 
la ~t.. 1 yery ~cb bape Ule peeple of goodvill &Dd as I 
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•• y t.he patties .who fore.wear yioleace c-.n co.e togetber- &Dd 

achieve ·t.hItt aort of vorki.D9 together. It. voulcS IM! ~er.r 

.ucll for t.he beDellt: of the ProviQce if we c:oG14 achieve 

that. 

0: ADd llotwlthataDdiDg all ~lo/lrl&b agr-.eDt 70U vou.14 

be loakiDg for ~ fora of 4eyolutiaA1 

ft: 1. yer)' .uctl hope we can .chieve that because the 

quest.ioo of decisions, at. the .o.ent. t.hey Are entirely 10 

the haDda of Minlster& of the Oeited ~iD94a. toverDaent nd 

t.hey vill rgaain like t.hat- unlMs we get. a.~ agreepent OQ 

devolution iD vtlicb -.ore decisions can be taten by t.be 

~e elected .it.hin the ~roviace in that way. 
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