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PS/SECRE1ARY or STATE (LIB)-M 

ASSEMBLY DEVELOP~~~TS 

cc PS/Mr Scott(L&B) 
P5/PUS (L&B)-H f ~ 

Kr B loornt· ld'-l 
~r Brennan 
Mr A ! Stephens-M 
Hr Chester ton 
Xr Pecneyhou9h - H 
Hr Gilll.land-M 
Mr Merifield-H 
Hr: Spcnce 
Hr Elliott P]I...B-K 

1. You legue sted for the Secretary of State'$ use at Cabinet 

this morning d speai~ irg note which r.capsulated the conclusio:-.s 

of hi meeting yesteraay evening on the iJroposed n w Assembly 

Co~.ittee on -The Gov~tn~nt ot 'orthcln Ireland M described in 

the no e at.tached to M.t Spence' 6. Jr:inute of • DeceJtIDel". I att.a"h 

a sp€3king note on which the Secretary of State may care to draw. 

"' ..... l 

J t'~ - ~ ( ~.rvJ'~ 
MISS 0 F E EL~lOTT 

CPL 

5 December 198 5 
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Introduction 

The Asseroly will decide today, at Mr PAi5ley's inspiration, 

w-hether "to exanaine th(~ implicat.ions of the Anglo-Irish 

Agr erllent for the 90ve.::-t~e.nt. and futul"e of Northern Ireland 

~nd the operation of the 'ort.hern Ireland Constitutl.on Act 

1973 and the Northern lreland Act 1981-, 

2. The intention is t,at 1t ~uld Deqin york on Tuesday, 

10 December, invite eVldence and the br:oadcastin9 of its 

proceedings. It would repOrt soon, and before the by-elections. 

Meanwhile, As embly scrutiny bu~iness would be suspended with 

the exception of the Finance' Personnel Comralttee t s e>:an.ination 

of the "Iole of the NI Civil Servlce in r lat.lon to t.he 

Anglo-Irish Intergovernmental Conference-. 

3. It is not clear whether the Alliance Party will qo alonq 

~lth this; they may v1Lhdraw from the Asseably, leaving the 

floor to ~he UUP and CUP. 

Le2a1 pos1t.1on 

4. The re olut10n tt1ng up ~he Cor~ittee Is cunnlnqly worded; 

among the 1~plicdtlon~ of the A9ree~nt are the pOS$1bl1itiea of 

a devolved gov rn.rnent assuming responsibility for matters 

currently vith1n its J:,urview, And changing NI DepartJoent.al 

practiwe, both of whic'h the Assembly ia fully entitled to 

consider. 

s. In practice # the (:OCU\1.t:.tee will l.nevi. tably CjO beyond the 

areas int.o into the e):cepted field, in order to denounce the 

t.rhole concept of the J.qreenaent And to call for i t d~st:ruction; 

they would thus be ac1.inq ult.ra vires. Le-gally # there is 

noth1.ng which we can do to prevent. this, short of proro9atlon 

or dissolution. 
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The Gover~nt's ~ttitude 

6. The purpose of this ploy is to provid~ a apeclflc plattorm 

fS:-om which to attack"the Agreement during t.he election car..palgn. 

and perhaps to providE A document on which ~h~ parties could 

• seek a mandate. It will further sour th~ political atnosphere. 

If we a 110'-1 the Coruuit t.ee to 90 ahead. we ~ay be perceived to 

be acqulesclng in unicnist mIsuse of the Asse mbly. an approach 

which lM.y encourage Ue peU tie. to exert qreZlter pressure on us 

to undo the gre~ent. 

7. None the less, I (0 not believ that we ·shoul.d take 

.reclp1tate action t.o prorogue or di&solve the Assembly. The 

unionists'insistent rh£ toric in the Committee R'.ay well we IY 

public opinion and so backfire. We h~ve emphasised the role 

of the Asse ly as a c:hannel for unionist vle",'s as III balance 

to the Intergovernment41 Conference. 

8. But if the Oepar~n~al scrutiny Committees see~ l1~ely to 

)e suspended for !'lOre than the br1efest period, we shall wi th

draw the ~I clvil servants $econded to s rvice Lhem; they will 

have no work.. 

9. We shall ~eep a close and daily watch in the Coomittee'. 

activities t.o see vhether we need to change this posture. 
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