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P5/MR SCOTT (8 & L) (MUFAX) 

END OF LOYALIST PROTEST AT MAZE 

As discussed this morning I attach a short press release which 

I think it would be helpful to issue if the point is not covered 

today at Question Ti8e. 

Silence by Us will be taken as consent to the present status quo 

at the Maze and in order to keep our options for movem~nt open 

we need to restate our position. 

B D PALMER 
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CONF1DENTlAL 
/ DRAFT STATEMENT 

Mr Scott, the Minister responsible for prisons, welcomed the 

ending yesterday of the protest actio n b y 119 Lo yalist prisoners 

in Maze Prison. All have said that they would now accept the 

directions of the Governor as to accommodation and work in the 

pri so n. Immediate action has therefore been taken b y the Governor 

to restore the full privileges of conforming ?risoners to all 119 

men. 

On the question of lost remission, Mr Scott sa id -

"I am prepared to examine this question in the light of the actions 

of the prisoners rather than on their statements." 

He added that - "The Government remains firmly opposed to a policy 

of segregation based on political or paramilitary affiliation. 

Decisions as to where prisoners a re to be accommodated in the prison 

must therefore remain in the hands of the prison authorities and 

cannot be determined b y prisoners themselves." 
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Mr Scot t , t he Ministe r respon s ible for prisons, we l comed the 

e nding yes t erday of the protest action by 1 19 Loya l ist pr i so ners 

in Maze Prison . All have s aid tha t they would now acc e pt the 

directio ns of the Governor as to accommodatio n and wo rk in the 

prison . I mmediate actio n has t here f ore been taken by the Governor 

to restore t he fu l l privileges of co n forming ~risoners to all 119 

men. 

On the question o f lost remission, Mr Scott sa i d -

" I am prepare d to examine t h is q uestio n in the l igh t of the actions 

of t he pri s oners r ather than on t heir statements. " 

He ad ded that - " The Go vernm e nt remains firmly opposed to a policy 

of segregation based on politi c al or paramil i tar y a f filiation . 

Decisions as to where prisoners are to be acco mmo dated i n t he priso n 

must therefore rema i n in t he hands of the prison authorities and 

cannot be determined by prison e rs thems e lves . " 
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