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DRAFT REPLY TO REV MARTIN SMYTH RE INCIDENTS AT ROYAL 
VICTORIA HOSPITAL 

You tel e phoned my off i ce late on Friday afternoon, 16 March 1984, 

expressing concern about reports that members of Sinn Fein 

were maintaining a presence at the Royal Victoria Hospital 

allegedly to .guard Mr Adams and others whil e they were 

recei v ing in -patient treatment. It was further a lleged 

that these people were stopping and questioning members 

of t h e pub lic going about their b u siness within t h e hospit a l . 

I h a v e now received reports from the Board. They beli e ve 

t hat some people who might have been members of Sinn Fein 

were pre sent in the hospi t al. Fo r mo s t o f the t ime Mr Adams 

was in hospital at least t wo peopl e were involved but the 

numbers did f luctuate and f or short periods as many as eight 

people were present. Such people were not allowed into the 

wards but were confined to public areas where they did not 

i n terfere with the normal running of the hospital. They 

were not guarding Mr Adams or any other patients. Where 

patien.·\O,o s require special protection it is 'provided by the Hue 

who guarded Mr Adams throughout his stay in the hospital. 

The Board has no evidence and has received no complaints 

from members of t he public that they were eithe r harr &ssed or 

inconvenienced when goin g Qbout t heir normal business in the 

hospital. Technically the presence of these people infringed 

the normal administrative arrangements of the hospital. It 

wa s , however, possible that the people concerned would not 
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leave unless forced to do so , and accord i ngly local management 

consulted local police about whether to initiate action to 

remove them. They were advised that as the normal routine 

o f the hospital was no bein g disrupted , a s there was no 

t hreat of a breach of the peace and as there was no nuisance 

being caused it would serve no useful purpose to take 

further action . I ndeed it was a ssumed that , if Sin n Fein 

had any clear motive for their statement and actions , it was 

to provoke such a confrontation for propaganda purposes in 

order to r ai s e ten sion in the area still further . The 

hosp ital management accepted and acted in accordance with 

this adv i c e . 

In short , th e respo ns e to these inci de n t s was largely 

governed by a concern to ensure that essential s ervices to 

patients were not disrupted a nd t ha t a confrontation did 

not develop between Sinn Fein s upporters on the o ne hand a nd 

the hospital authorities and police on the other . It was 

clear tha t a situation of t his kin d cou l d r ea s o nabl y be 

exploited for propaganda purposes by people wishing to do so . 

As tensions were already running high in the aftermath of 

the shooting of Mr Adams , the police , for perfectly proper 

operational reasons, did not wish to see any action being 

taken which would have exacerbated an already tense situation 

unless there was a clear need to do so . In this case the 

actions of Sinn Fein had no effect whatsoever on either 

police operations or the efficient r nning of the hospital. 

However , if at any futur date members of Sinn Fein or indeed 
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any other organisation intrude into a hospi tal and threaten 

either a nuisance or a breach of the peace or cause a 

deterioration in the efficient management of the hospital 

then you may rest assured that the management of that 

hospital would take steps to remove these people from the 

premises and that the police would give them all the support 

they might require in doing so . 
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