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"OTE OF A MI!I:TIMG WITH , DR PAISLEY OH 10 ,,~ ULY 198~ 

. Ire ~ e n t: ! See re t. a r y 01" S tat e. -D r P a i s 1 t! y, "r "r r i r i ~ 1 d • !'t r R e ~ v ~ • 

Kr Sandiford 

partltr t~lk$. H~ said ~ha~ tht! DUP vould b~ vrry r~ady to 

l.arti~lp3.te In talks with the ·:other parties> in Nor·th-errt r,.r)af"!d ll 

.n an .tt~mpt to d~v!.~ ~nrk~ble arranic~cnts within Mo~th~rn 

:r~l"nd_ And tbr Northern lr~lan4 p~~:i~5 Aould obviously h~v~ 

:0 .~~t with the OK GQv~r"men~. 

fly • par.saee in t.h .. S*t":ret.ary of Sta-=~·s $p~~ch ID th~ d~bat~ on 

~bf: report 01 th~ H~" !r-elllnd Foru •• . A'hen th~ Secret.a~l Cl! S-:a:1t 

had sald ~h.~ rhe Government would .i~h -;0 !\ave t.alks lti'th all tb~ 

parties In Northern Ireland and w1tt the !rish CovernMent. 'rh~ 

HUP view was that the frish Covern.en~ h8d no Incu$ to parr1cipate ..... _--... 
. ~ de v i5ing arran£~ment. for Norlhe~n l~~land. Dr PAisl~f nald 

' :hat. h~ had b~~n assor~d by th~ Pr111~ )!ir.ist~r or the Ul tha-: 

~he solution of ~he problems or Northe~n Tr~l.nd would ha~e to 

h~ found within "or'th~rn Ir~l.nd • .;tDc! he add~d that be had wr.lten 

':0 the Pili that d_" to a~" for confi rm.-t i on or -;hat a~~:J~ane~. 
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( I 
2. Or Pai.le~ said that he wi.h~d ~o talk ~~ tbe SDLf'. in ( I rd<:t' 

t~ p~r.u&de theu to joIn in . ~he work ef the Asse.bl,. wt1ch 

111elud~d th~ work ' o-r 1:1i~ Report Co.mit.!, c~ i.n A-rviaing propo&t5.l& 
. 

C&r Yh~ ~uture GovernM*flt of Norlhern !relADd. 
• . 

t~ h.ar th~ views or th~ 5DLP. or any oth~r party. on bbW a &olu~1on 

• 1 a ~ t b. r 0 un d "i t h 1 ft le (t r the r n Ire- 1 and . ~ut h~ was adamant t~a: 

~a~ Foru. Report it5elf ~ould no~ br dis~ussed by the DUP. All 

three op~ion6 in tbr Foru. Report Involw.d snac transfer er 5~V~r~la~~1 • 
• ~d that was not necol16bl~. 

3. The S~cr~tary of Stbt~ conllt •• d ~h.t • solution had to be 

f :lund vi thin Kortnern 1 reland. Qnd tha~ ther~ could be no ct : ang~ 

1~ the constitution of "orth~rn Ire-la.nd without th~ consen": of' the 

•• Jo~l~Y. H~ added thal~ as he h8d ~xplaln~d in the Forum ~~b8te. 

tne U~ Govern.ent would be baving 41sc~sS!ODS witb the Cov~rn~~n~ 

or the Republic. a~ th~ aa.~ ~1~e as any di6CU~$tons took plnc~ 

• -0-'1 the par ti es 1 n );ort:he-rn 1 re 1 and. bv ~ .1 1 d i &t.us~ i on'~ wc '..l1 cl be 

with a vl~. to findin~ a solution ~i~hin Nortbern lr~land~ o ~~ 

reaaon for discussion w1~b the trls~ Gove~n~ent vaG ta explcre ~o-

1'" .. cly theY?- Jl1abt be ~to eon"-e7 - ~ t1) - t.tt~ -.5DLP_ t:hDt . - solu-tilln- 'had 

tD b. found vlthi~ Nor~h~rn ~rei~nd. ~he S~cretary of State 

add-d that ~h~ conc~as1ons which the SOI.P could be ~xpee~~d. 't o 

ne~d would include ao-e for. nf T~l$h di~~nsiQn (short of chan&~ 

lQ soverelanty) and so.~ arT.ng~m~nts ~ ev~n if they did nQ! a~~unt 

r3 powersherib8) to give the ' repre6entA~ives of th~ .inori~y 

co •• unltl ~O •• vote. 1n ~h~ £ov~rnm~n~ of Nor~hern lr.l.nd . 

.4. Dr ra1s1ey said th.t.. whllll tar. .18~: ~O~ "'~leo.e dlscu~s i. O:-:5 

between the two sov.~~18n Cov~rnheDtG. h~ could not obj.~~ to :n~. 

If the, did not involY~ proposals fo~ co~atir.u~ion.l changr. He 

thou,ht, ho_ever. that .~1 pro&r~ss f~o~ ~alks oaOD& th~ poli~ i ~al 

p.r~le. in »orth~rn Ir~land could only ~~fte if both London and 

Dublin refrained from applylna prft6$ure. Dr PaisleJ read fro- • 

• t._te-ent. OD t..he DUP vie-w 

or the prap*r scope ror any ~alk •• 
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,ppoai tton to any 1nt~rCf!tl~enc. bl the Irish Govern.ent, or • tr1-

~ •• rtlt. treachery·. l~ alao d~nounced the toru. B~por~~ It 
• 

. hen ',went O~. how~v·e-r. -to plead ·th~ "e~d f'or all tbe partie~ to 
. 

,·,dclre •• tbf!.selvl:s to the aAI'\1 (:o •• on 3reaa or concerl'! .. 
., 

. • T h. S __ t! r. t: • r y 0 f' S t Cl t t.:- e DU a h t t 0 J')" t' 5HJ a d ~ D r P a i B 1 ~ Y t h. t 

i. l_ etatellrnt was unneceSh..ri 1y ~toric41. to a "e-&r~~ which woulo 
• 

<,eter the SDLP rroa t.3king part in (.l~$.. Dr Paisley expr-eu$C!d 

" h« b~ll~f t.hat the St)LP ~()uld not b~ d~tf'rr;ed, and said t .bat h~ 

I I.W no rea.on to 81 teor tb~ a ta t.emen t .. 

...• Tft. Secretary of Stat~ 'lSU&&*tttttd to Dr Pai~ley t~at.. in any 

' .1 •• with M Huae, h~ should a~~k to ~xplore ~h8t th~ SDLr·s 

"jr\l_ulPl requlrf!mt!nt.s w~r~. both as 't"e&"rds ail great.er voict: 11\ 

:be atla1nistration or 1Iort.herl'l !r~l and and as r~&a'J'lds 0ppGYl:.uni 't i ~- ~j 

."or the .1nority to e~pf"~". 1t~ Irish identit.y. Dr Pa1s1t-y expre-~sed 

.ie r •• d1neas to do so. but added that in his view Nr Hv~. ~i~h~d 

.0 eb~a1ft political ~dv.n~~ poi~t1ne In ~~~ direction or ~ uni~~d 

~ rel.Dd. to whleh or course Dr Pcimley ~a5 opposed. Dr Paisley 

;llso thou&ht ~h.'t IIr Hu.e would be j n dl £fic::ul ty f'rom the daneer. 

.t h~ln, Ol.lt-rlanke4 by S1nft T~l". finally. Or Paisley "though't th t 

Hr Hu •• was 'too d~pendent. on the be 1 i ~r ~~.~ thr- Governr.en~ s or 
: h~ UK and the Republ tc Dr' lr~1And could be1:w~t!n t.h~E devisoe 

dnd i.poae a 8(\lut.ion poif\t.1nA ~owClrds a unitftd I,...lQO,d. In 

pr re is 'el·. vi~.. pro&r~as wes un 1 il<~ l.y un ~i 1 sucb ti &le' as ~r Hoflt e 

" eallaed that t.hat .,a.s t\ot so, and indeed until he re"lised - as 

~ , h. DUP had alre-Ddy dOl'lfl - that fo1"lI't~ nf Covernm~nt on the old 

' .tor.ant model were no lonl~r p05&1bl~. On the other h.nd. Dr P._~ le] 

:bouaht lha~ • torm or adm1nistration involving co •• ltt~~5. butld ~ ~& 

,," th. pr.s.nt arrana~ ... nt •• would h .. pO~1\ible ai\d could a1 v • 

:. i&n11'1eant -cope for repr~aen tAt. i V~ft et" t'he .1nori t, to e~«rt 

I. nf')uence and autho~'i~y. He would al~o ~~e i.t a$ quite reesona ... · --;-

I. h. t ch. i rill en 0 {' s u ch co m._! t \ e e S $ h : )l,1 1 d d 1 s c us s • at te r S 0 f • u t u it 1 

: . fttrr~st ,,1 th the i r OPPO$ i te nuabers in tht" Govern.f'"~ of' 'the 

" .public, 
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7. Or) Paisley said tha1: · be would be hAvin£ lnro,...al disctJ,,~l( ' lls 

with Nt' Hu.e 1n St.r ... boura on 25 July. I):-- P.iAley re~ognt$~d tht~ 

tehaions wlthtl\ 'th~ · SDLP. l\~d ~.ld · · tha:. t:h~ DUP also 1nt~nde'd 

to dlBcuss •• tt~r8 ~lth a cro~a-settion of SDLP 1~ader5. . -
-even 

• 
their Ir~eneBt o£ &reen·. 

8. Dr Paialey also ~xpr.ss.d readinrs5 tn have di5cua.i~ns ~l~h 

But be thnu&bt ~hat thp. OrriciDl U~\onists ~~r~ 

1 n .o.~ ~ia.arr.y. bo th aen~ral t1 llT,d 1 n th~ wake 0 r tbel r- lnd 1 f t 'e:"efl t 

pez,rOTa.nee in the European Elections. and h~ vas not ~u"'~ how 

.ctlvely Mr Molyneaux or his colleaau~A would wi~h tD have 

d1..CU$IS~on. with the CUP. 

9. Dr ~.i&l.y aa~d that h~ w~u1d also bfl hovln& di&cuasion~ wi!h 

the Allienee party. whir.h lik~ all otb~r ~Drtie5 1.nc1udinl ~he nul' 

bad now madr a 5ubaisa1on to the R~port Co~.itt~~. Dr P&1s1~y 

aaid tbat. not b~1n& 8 ~e&ber of th~ Repo~- Co •• itt~~ hi~5el(. 

he h.d thought it ri&ht to allow that CcmmitL.~ ~o keep & lcw 

p~o~11e. and he was not familiar vlth ~h~ d~~ail of th~ir work. 

He was .war~ - but aaktd that t~c i~ror~at1oD ~hnuld nOT be 

at~ributed - to -hi~ - thnt the ~~ricuQ pa~ties had S~Dt to M~ Hurn~ 

copies ot their SUbBis~ions~o th~ ~eport r.nftm1tt~e. 

10.. Or ra151ey' acknowledaed t hot. to ~ ~cu~e any a&r-e~.~n t. 

1~ would b~ n~c~s5arl to tr~.t th~ r~pr~s~r.~ativ~s or tb~ mlno~i ~y 

CQ •• uQlty &enerou~ly. He would b~ rrft~y for .inori~y rer-r~s~n~a~:y~ a 

Me rltf".!"red to 

the report c~ ~b~ Con~titutiDnal Convcn~lon. and to the White ~ap er 

w h 1 ( 1', h. d r 0 11 0'-' e d a s a u ~ e r u 1 quarry f c; r il:- () P Cl sol s w h f c h co u 1 d wo r k . 

H~ .l~o cO.D~nt~d ~hal. in r~el1ty •• u~h of tbe work on Northern 

lr.land le~islation wa9 already don~ by t~~ COM.itt~es or ~h~ 

A •• embl, tbrouah th~lT cios. Mtu4y o~ and t:omm~nta on draft 

lealalatton. Al~hoURh tl . ?a1aley did no~ favour propnsals which 

would •• k~ of the A6s~.bl, an upp~r r.i~r of local Oov~r~m~nt. he 

thoUlbt that it would be u.eful to look at the R.cror~ reporT 

CQNFH3ENTIAL' 
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aaain to *.~ how its propo8als mi&hl b~ Bd8p~~d to suit present 

aftd poastble Cuture .rr~~i~.~n~s for ~he Ass~.blJ. Tbe . Sec~fttart 

or ,tat. co ••• n~~4 th.c be a1aht ·hi.self .wlsh to h.vft Kn~c 

"l."u.~lf»t\ with Profrssor j&~.~ ~~po:,. tlr Paisl.y .... d tb~ Se-cr~t.rJ . 
of' Statr •• reed ' that tbe curren't .rra"iel!1~t\ts. Involvina We$tains~cr 

Miniat.,r., the Asse-bly and a cOl'Jb1nft'tion .of boards 8t\d local 

Authorltie. w.~ ver~ different from the landscape wbich McCrory 

bad con.1der~d. but er P.i~l~y still ~hou&h~ that 80~e ueerul 

edaptat '0" 0" fiHc.=;:r°,i" Sl propoGal& .ia!lt be vndp-rteken. For 

~h. A •• *-bly. Dr Pals1~, did not e~cludft ~n~~ for. or blocking 

.e~b.n1.~ or ~~\~votin& a.~h1ncry. by ~ay of sa~eguard~. i~ 

ad«ltion to possible SDLr ChalraAnshipti. Vhat would no~ work 

would be collective re.ponalbillty in an ~.~cutlye. Dr Paisley 

\bOuaht that ways could b~ found to agr~e on leaislet i v* ~unc~jons 

tor tbr Asse.bly. which could perh.pw be co.b!n~d with an 

Sots power or veto over lftCi.l-llon. i~cludlnA ~nt1r~ Bills. 

Hia vi •• ~as that such a pow~r. pr~cisely because it was so 

.weep!" •• would hay~ to be ur.ed (if a~ ... 11) wl:h Ir~at circu1spe::ti(.rL 

1h. political rep~$ent.tive. oC !io!"'~h~=n I!"~land ... ould nece!;$.~11)' 

".v_ - -tt') ~'C,'t-- ~r~ re-sponsibly 'i-f · .o~~ -:-..e&ponsl-;b; l.i.t:r: ;:w:cr~. -&4 Y,lkDZ .to 

~be.. One n1gh~ .1$0 -cc.ta.plat •• MDM11 nominated council ~Q 

.et aa • tilter ·or burrer be ... e~n t:h~ As~e.b11 and th~ SoCS .. 

11. In tonclusion, tb. Secr~tar~ of S~at. thanked Dr Paisl~y fo r 

his frank eX~~$1~\o~ or hl$ views. He rncouraged nr Pai51~, to 

u •• his curr~nt strong position to pro~ote inrQ~ •• l discussior.~ 

towards pro&res~. The Secretary or S~at~ coid that h~ would 

probablJ tr7 to h.v~ rur~h~r di5cus~lons hi~self with the pal~:i ~ al 

l •• d.r. or Kortb~rn Ir~land in the s~cond b.l~ of AU&U5t. 

G I 8A"DlrORD 

" Julr 198. 

JkD 

.. 

5 

C.ONFIDEr~·fIAl 


	proni_CENT-1-13-30A_1984-07-10_p1
	proni_CENT-1-13-30A_1984-07-10_p2
	proni_CENT-1-13-30A_1984-07-10_p3
	proni_CENT-1-13-30A_1984-07-10_p4
	proni_CENT-1-13-30A_1984-07-10_p5

