
From: WILLI AM ROSS , MP . 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 
LONDON SWIA OM 

24 Janua ry, 198 0. 

I was approach e d by a member of the UDR in my constituency 
in regard to the fin ancia l d ifficulties he is exper i enci n g 
as a r es~l t of being unemployed and , at the same time, 
c a rryin g out UDR duties , mainly it night. I believe that 
the enclosed letter which I received from the loca l off i ce 
sets out very clearly the effect of the prese nt law on 
my constitu e nt' s week l y income from soc i a l security benefits . 
I h a ve corrected errors on page two of the l etter , which 
Mr McClure brough t to my atte ntion in a subsequen t l etter . 

I t is clear that those members of the UDR who fall into 
the same category as are penalized by the 
ope r a ti on of the pre sent regulations in two ways . First 
thei r weekly income varies wildly a nd seoondly , they, 
afte r the duties they perform, are no better off than if 
the y r emaine d at home in bed. Suc h a s ituation cannot 
b e to the b e nefi t o f the force, a nd I would hope th at you will 
try to r emedy matters . Means of doill g so are I think 
evide nt from th e case of part-time firemen .and lifeboat crews . 

The TAVR i s in effect on a si~iliar footin g to the lifeboatmen 
and firemen as it i s mo s t unlike ly that t h e normal period 
of duty , i . e. , e ve nin g dril~ s , wo uld b e lon ge r th an eight 
hours . The UDR i s of ten, or course, on dut y f or such a period. 
I admit that the specific training a llowances o f the UDR are 
taken on the same footing as the TAVR drills , but such duti e s 
form only a yery small part of UDR duties . 

The numbe r o~ persons affected in this way muc~ be very 
small and in these circumstances I would suggest that if at 
all p oss ible some means s hould be found to a ll e vi a t e the 
situation . 

f~" ~~ 
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---==::-.:::::---
The Right Honourable Humphrey Atkins, MP ., 
Secretary of State 
Northern Ire l and Office 
Stormont 
Be lfast BT4 3ST . 
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