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I I1~ODU0TION 
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'l'he l ast' survey of Irish l anguage teaching was carried out in 
1970 &1d presented to Northern Ireland PL'oGT2~e Comwittee of the 
School Broadcasting Counc il f or tilo Ur..itea. Kingdoc . 

From 1972-76, blo separate :r:eques ts fcr · the pr ovi s i on of Ir';'s h 
l anguaGe broadce.sts by the nBC \'18re rec eived from a Colloge of 
?~ucation l ecturer and a teacher. 

In Septeober 1977, Mr . C.P . St~a~t, Lecturer in Cel t ic studies 
at St . 1hry l s ColleGe of Education, B.'Jlfast , 2.sked De to visit the 
ColleGe for discussions on the pnsaibility of the BBC schools . output 
including a series for teachers c..nd pupi.ls of I:r-i s h . At 2.1rnos t the S2-me 
tj.me , a simile.r r eQuest 'das sUDr-itted by l";r . Li2Zl /tncbC'olS of the S2...'18 

College , on behalf of s ome 60 teaCJ1er s of Ii:isn vrho '-1e-:ce e.ttending an 
i n-service course cn the teaching of the l a.'\Sl.lG.ge . 'Ihi s very deta iled 
l etter '·12.S a.ddressGd to the DiTector GeneJ.'c.l . It set c'J.t the pr ovision 
for ""elsh and Gaelic .seri es fo::, Hales Ck'1d ScotlC!Jld 2.!1d stated 'h'hy this 
group of teache:!:'s f elt that 3BC NI sh0ul d. o2.ke a sinil2.1.' contribution 
t o the teachi ng of Iris~ll . 

The J)irector G2!1er a l, in consul t:'..tion \ri th the Vl£"..ne.gcocnt of 
'BBC HI Cl.nd staff of SDC UK replied th::t the o!lin proole21o 'dere 
(1) finance a.l1d (2) priorit i es f or the :,ron-lcast pr ovision for the 
.,ilVJ.V <'; l' .L'!.:.i.c uJ.u:.J in t:lC !-!OOl.S III .i~oronG:r.n .LrG.!.2LQ . 1>0 -onlS tune , J. t 'dUS 
also e.nnm.:nced that U n8\., bed:" the Sc~ool Eroadcas -tin,:; Counc :..l for 
Nor·che1.n T-r e1a;:d , ':'ou.Id be set up froo Je....'1u;::.ry 1;;78 Ulld thJse requost3 
vloul d b e cons i dered by the Council . 

}.s a r esult of this correspondence, the Chief F.ducation Officcr 7 

f or SBC U1C , feH that evidence on the st.J.te of the te:lchine of Irish 
Has r ather anc i ent CL.'1d '-light be in8.ccurate . L'1 Noveobcr 1977, the 
Chief Educut i on Offir.er asked tho Educat i on Offi cer , No:::-thern Irehmd 
t o C(U'r~r out a fiold inquiry duri:Jg 1918- 75 to see if the si tU2.tion 
concerning the toeching of ";1:0 I r is!l ::'anGuo.c;e hud cllGL'1ged . This was 
to Give the n8\., COlU1cil a wore accurate up-to-date pictuxe of any 1:e801 
need , i~ one existed . 

In J anu2.T'J 1978, alter the public announceL1ent had b een oade 
concoxn j..nG t'1e n·:?\-: Council, 2. r equest \oIes T'?cei ved frci::l the Bel fast 
COr:JrJittoe of the GaeJ.ic L aGue for a Deotin2: betvreen the Cou:)c il and 
a deputation fro::! iha Gaelic L028Ue concerninG broac.c8.st c')': er o..ce of 
the Ir:i.sh l an[;'..;.2.50 . T'nis o eet:Lng took place on 19th Sept<'c:lber , 1978 and 
a r opo:>::t Iof"S sub;::' ~ . H",d to the Council and. di.Jcussed o.t the last ooet.ing 
22nd Hoveober , 1978 . 
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It ,,,a8 then agreed tha t no dec i sion coul d be 12Klde until the 
fi el dwork hOO been coopleted . 

This inquiry ",c..s a l so t o include [lJ1 ~xc..nination of the kinds 
of broadcast c ontribution thought to be of Dost vc..lue to the Irish 
l aneuage curriculu..D in schools. 

11. SOURCES OF I}~ORMATION 
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(1) By initia l Electing f or this inquiry "le,S \Vith Hr . Henry T-lcRory, 
t11e Inspector f or Irish i~l the Depar tLent of Educ2.tion , Nor thern 
Irel[lJ1d. As well c..s contributing his mm p:>:ofessiona l vim,s on the 
subject, I-D:'. J1cRory pr o\'ided a c OlClpr ehE:nsi ve list of te:lchers Md 
school s 'vi th ,,,hOD he f elt c onsul tc..t i on and di scussion '{QuI d be pro
ductive . Hie hc~p has b een inval uable . 

(2) Hr . S. L:wery, Principal of St . Peter ' s Second2.r y Sch001, 
Ilclfast - r.hicf 110derator f or the Cer "Gific2..te of Secondc..ry Educat ion 
( CSE) in Irish . He is 2.1so the author /coll ec tor of 2.. sone book in 
Irish u sed iri cany s econd2.ry school s . 

(3) Ilr. 3e2.Usru1g - t eacher of Irish c..t Chri stian Ilr0t~ers Gr e.ooar 
School, Glengoml e:c - Chi ef Exaoiner f or CSE and GCE. 

(4) Fc..ther McEnteGart. Princip~l of .DUn~'1l1on Acadeoy - Cha iroan of 
the GCE Teacher s ' Panel cnd a l so on the ' Exec~tive of the Gaelic Leeeue . 

(s) I1r. 
Education 
3eri cs of 

R. NcC'-c.bhc.n.l1 , l ectu..':'er in Irish a t the Institute of Conti!lu..ine 
at l·12.&ee ~ollege , Ne'", Unive:;::sity of Ulster . Author of a ne\~ 

t extbooks El'.a nc.. ~eilce f or second.ary schoo l s . 

(6) Fc.ther Col Dan O' Huc.llilch2. i n, Head of Irish studies et the Ne", 
Univer sity of Ulster . Foroerly J~dviser on Linguistics to the Minister 
of Educc..ti on in the Republic of Irel and. 

(7) Mrs . Ne.eve Com/ay Pitskorski - IIe2.d of Schools Br oadcas t s , RTE. 

(8) The Northern Irel and Exruoinations Council. 

(9) ThP School Ilroadc2.s ting Dep2.rm(mts , BBC Scotland and BIlC I·Ta l es. 

(10) Specific vis its t o selen second:2.ry schools (includ i ng Gro.rJI:lo.r ) 
.cmd five priDary school s , "'here r elev[lJ1t. th8 t ec.ching of Irish "/US 

a l so discussed on nUDer ous school vis its for generc..l fie l dHork. 

(11) VJI' . C.P. Stuext , Lecturer in Celtic Studies 2.t St . J·try ' s College 
of illucc..tion and 1·12' , NcKendry , Lecturer at St . J oseph ' s College of 
Educa ti ::m . 
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"In de;?linG with the t ec.chine; of Irish in the prio~ry school, 
consider c.tion cc.n be Diven to certain cnvirol1Z1ento..l f c.ctor s \-Ihich 
b eo.r on the subject in Irol c..nd . Unlike other l c.ngun..3'Gs , Irish does 
h ave i~edic.te histori cc.l r e l evcnce f or school pupil s here . SuInGDeS, 
Christian nc.:J8S , nc.::tes of tm·!t.s , counties , rivers I fields and nuoerous 
othe r eeocr2.?hiccl fec.tures Cl'e in oost cc.ses derived di~ectly froo 
Iri sh. Indeed the oo..jor i t y .~ave st ill prcserlf0d the dist i nc t Irish 
phonetic f oro to this do.y, e . G. Sh2.11kill , K.Y1ock , Belfast , Sean , Nuala, 
Erne , L.?-{;an , i'w:cc.gn , FerL"'.:mach , O' IJeill, 1'12.c8h2.ne , Devermey. ' In 
everydc.y conversa tion il, tm'!l1 and c:Yt.mtry , children here oo..ke use of 
wor ds cnd idiocs '.Ihich 2.re obvious ly p eculi2.r t o our l anGu-C'..6e environ
Dent and c~~ot be overlooked in a considero..tion of the tec.cl.inG of 
Irish. Since children here 2.re in r elat ively c l ose proxioity to 
Irish· ·speakL1C ar e2.S they cc.n fc.oilio..rif'e the!:1selves with Irish ' 
SOUl1G.S and. speech vi thout serio'J.s d i fficul ty . T.'1es~ f c.ctors ar e of 

. c ons i:i.eT.:::.b l ::: h:::lp in the t e2.ching of Irish and confer ceri a ill . . 
advent<:. ge~ ,;hich no other second lc.nsuace co..n clo.io to t he Sru!1e , 
extent ill Irel~~d". (Prionry Erlucc.tion Te2.chers l Guide froo DENI, 
1974) . 

( 1 ) It is 'extreDely difficult to assess the nuober e f schools 
.... 'her e Iris h is t["UCl1t . No ste.tistic.3 are a vnilable e...'1d there is no 
defilled or uniforoly supplied prioo.ry school syll abus in Irish. 

(2) Ther e ' .;D.S no evidence that any Irish Has t D.ught in any s chools 
c ontr olled by the Area ]oo.rds . 

( 3) Ir ish vas taue.ht in de:;:>th ill a nu.':1o.er of ROr:J2.n Cc.tholic 
Volu.ntary/i"i3.intc.::'ned pr ioary school s . l·1y sources state that t h ese" 
school s are soall in nuober but in theD :":r1sh Has a very iopcl'.'tant 
pm'i; 0': i;:ne l:urricuJ..Ur:J, 

(4) Irish ,'Tas taught to sooe degree ill t he najori ty of Ro[!~m 
Catholic prioo.ry schools I pusoibl y being r es crj.c. t ed to sinple e;reetings, 
COIX13.l1ds, bless ings and pro.yers . The aio \o!c.s to introduce a flavour 
of I -;:-ish cul tu:re to t he pupils . E-vidence &i ven shJiYS th:1t no Irish 
"Tas introduced bE f ore P4 a t the enrliest. The Depnrtcent of Education 
discouraees the intr oduc tion of any second l ancua.ge before P4. 

(5) \','her e Irish was t2.u{;ht, there Has rare l y ev:idence of any f oroal 
structure to i t. Courses \;ere evidently ill oro.l foro only I c.1 though 
deve l opoents ure t o.killg pl ace' "'hich ,.;ill ennble Hri tten work in P5 1 
p6 and P7 to be carri ed out ( see C&) bel ovl). ; 

There ,'Ias no evidence of the use of audio visual t ec.chine oateri0.1 
froo ~'1y source . Sooe school s hed atteopted in the pns t to u se 
c ODOercially produced oateria l s purchCl.sed in Dublin and c.lso tapes 
provided by RTE . T'nese had been found to b e unsuitable lor vo.rious 
r eo.sons: (a) IX1tcrial for the beginner ill schools i n the Republic 
,·/as f or 4/5 y ec.r olds . l orthcrn Dehool s do not beein tcc;.ching Irish 
u."l'til 9 yeurs . The cont ent c.nd subject natter ::cr 4/5 yec:r: olds VIas 
not acceptable to 9 yeD..r: old pupils, althouGh the langun.ge level Ha s 

0 •• , 
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i deal. (b) . Sou:rce rmtc:ria l pr oduced in the Republic wa~ in 
ConnauGht dial ect i Northern children h2,ve been ta'J.[;ht .in the Ulster 
dialect . There Here 9 ther eforo , connidorable pr obleDs of i dioD and 
6T<mLlar , enpecially if the childre:1' visit G<leltact Colleges in Ulster 
durine school holidays . 

(6) School s ",here Irish VIas f elt t o be L.":rpcrtant would spend a. 
Oa."dOUD of 15 ninutes per day on t he subject. L1 eener a l, oost schools 
would spend l es s then one hour a \<le ek on Iri sh . 

(7) Roasons e iven f or the 10\., nunber s of prinary schools teaching 
the Iri.sh l an[SUe{;e ( a ) Teachero Hho te:1ch P5-7 are tra ined f or general 
tea ching end Day onl y have Irish to ' 0 ' l evel. Hany \<lish t o t each sooo 
I:ci sh but lack the c onfidc?l1c e to do 80 . (b) Tne selection procedures 
for seconcbrJ nchool entrance hc.s nc.rro, . .,ea. the curriculUD 9 edpec i ally 
in p6 Md P7. (c) Ther e is no st!."uctured c ourse f or Irish t 8aching 

" I in No:dhern pri:1D.ry schools froo any SO'l1:o e . ( d ) Tner e has been a 
oarked decline in the nunber of schools takinB par t in vcrious coo
petitions . The Belfast Feis has ah,oot diG2,ppeared . DJ.e t o civil 
unrest, t",(1Chers and pupil s are r e luc tant to tr2.vel in or around 
Belfast . Husic and verse 1:.'1 Iri sh in school s ar e not nOi'l eL1phasised 
as they had beem in the 1960s . CO::Jp,:?iition f o.t' the }lentty ~p - a 
coopeti tion -uy Colste Ulla ( t he Gc.elic Len,ple ) f or pr iDs.ry schools 
has decreased consider~bly in r ecent years. ( e ) Ir. s ooe s chools, 

~.! .... '\... T_.: ..... '- ..L.,., 'l-. ,...,. + .......... .... \.-.. +. ... ,...,. +\.-.. ...... ~_ 
....... ..... .. ......... ..... L.J ... "" ...... v_ ............... t;Y" ...... "'...., l,o ......... _ 

children : the min vrorry YlC!S that n r el igious and politica l eophc.sis 
"ras associat ed wi th the l l?..ngucee . This W2.S despite t eachers studious ly 
o.voidin& such cont r oveL,inl are::l.s . 

(8) There i s ev-i..dence that , with b e gI'm-rth of Teo.chers ' Centres , 
in-service courses f or Prinary t "2.chers who ",ish t o t each Irish are 
devel opinG ' i,lre2.dy courses have been run in l'IeHI'Y and Cra i gavon 
anJ in the nec..r future in Belfus t . 111.' . Se2.Dc.s Ceit·i:i.."l'9 Prir.cipel of 
Forkhill PrioC!l'Y School he s t aken these ~ ourses . 

Hr . Ceiti nu hus used 0. dir ec t 0 1.'0.1 cethod in his school f or Dany 
y em:s , froo \<Ih ich he developed 0. s eries of work sheets on Banda stencil s . 
He has j ust published 'che cn::'y course tho.t I could find sui t2.ble for 
Northern Ire l w'1d PrioG-'J' school s . It i s entitled ' Sr::..ith Fhoirceala ' 
and there is a're2,chers ' Guide to expl c..in the oethod of us ing the 
th:ree cl2,sS books f or P5 ,6 and 7. 

Mr. Ce itinn does not expect 2, v~s t surce in thetec..ching of Irish 
due t o hi s publicutions . PrOLl his experience , he f eels that any br oo.d
casts in Irish shoul d be a i oed at the teo.cher s as a f oro of in--service ' 
tra ining . 

NUIiffiER OF PRIli/:RY SC!iOOts DT j.TOTITlEFGT ITIEI.\l.rD (D. E.N .r. Sto.t i st ics ) 

Controlled Pri;x ' .. ry School s 574 
l1aintnined " 11 497 
Voluntary 11" 10 
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TIrE s:;co:m;\RY SCr:oOL 

(1) Tne extent of Irish l~91c..u-o tec.chins in the s0c:ndo.Ty school 
i s ouch oor e eas ily assessed . I'iy investicc.tions shc)\,. thc..t ther e is a 
clear cut pattern in Secondery ( Interoedic..te) and Grao=ar schoQls. 

( 2) ' . As HHh Stc..te contr clled l:r 0.:!.ry school s, there is evidence that 
li ttle or no Irish i s bUGht ::.n Protestc..nt Vo l untc.ry/Ec..intc..incd Gr<:lr_09.r 
school s 9 ~r i n St8.te Controlled Seco:Jdc..ry nnd Gr2.!3:JC'.:r' SCilOOl s . 11 fel{ 
pupils (usuc..lly tro.nsferred froD the Republic) do ~rish b t2.ke Irish at 
2. ProtestQnt school and 8.rrc..ngeoents ere usuc..lly c8.de Hith the l ocal 
RoW£!.l1 Catholic School. In the course ef the r evi G1v of 'Ul ster in Focus I, 
evi dence V/c.s f ound of a grO\,rth of Irish studies courses in 800e Protes 'cant 
Gr2D.!:l2.r Dnd Seconci2.:r'"j school s . A l;no\dedE;e of the deri vetion of pl ace 
nruJes froD the Irish l ansus".=;e \'I8.S incluc.ed in these courses . This area 
of the curricul u.'J \'Iill be r eported to the Pr06T2L:18 COD.'J. i ttee on 000-
pletiun of tne series r ev-ie'". One 18.:q~"! Belfc.st GrD.::J:::ler School 
(PTotest2.nt) t aufht Irish a t tOt c.nd tAt l evel for seve~al yeers . This 
wc..s disoontinued in the early 19703, as the teecher h8.d l~ft t o tuke up 
a pest ir- Dublin. 

(3) In e..lDost e..ll Catholic 'SeoondCIJ' c..nd Gra..::o::.r sohools, Irish is 
in a s trong ~os it ion . The l anGtlC58 i s usually t~~t by spec i alis t 
te~ohers . In DoSt sohools , Irish is rn obli6~to~J su~j ect for t he 
fi r st tvro c.nd perhc.ps the first three yec..rs . In feurth , fifth and 
sixth years , pupils pr oceed to GCE tOt l evel cnd tAt l evel c.nd the 
CSE ex~ine..tions~ (See (5) below). Irish in these school s hc..s the 
sane o~Ticule..r standir~ as Frenoh , c.nd is usually Given an equal 
onount of -l;ir:le. 

(4) The f ollowi ng is a brec..kdo',m of the stetistics concerninB 
seoondary school", ( supplied by I-lr . H. F:-:Rory , Inspector, D.E. N,I. 
::'-"'.~ +'h" 8-1:e.1.: i.9 1:.i08 H!':'E'.l1Ch ; J).F. .N.r.) 

,. -, " 

TOTJ.L mn·II3EIl. OF SECOiIDtillY SC:rlOOLS IN ImnTRERN IT.ELf'u'ill 

( J\ ) GRI.MNAR 

CB) SECONDI'..RY (nIT:::ill lEDIATE) 

Cc) COi1PREFIENS IVE 

CD) F . E. COLLEGES 

- Con J"r01:i.ed 
- Voluntary 

JfaintainGcJ. 

Controll ed 
l1ainta ined 
Vol untary 

not given 

-
{ , : ~ .. 

. . 

21 
57 
0 

91 
92 

0 

27 

.. 

/Contd •••• 



© PRONI ED/13/2/811 

- 6 -

SECONU;,ny SCHOOLS IN NOnmmn IP..ELf'Jill IN ':lHICH TItISH IS Ti\UGHT 

(it) Cfu'I1·111AR 

(B) SECmmllRY ( lliTElli1iEDL",TE) 

(C) COrfPREHENSIVE 
. • t 

30 

65 

.. 5 
(D) F. E. COLLEGES not lmovffi 

(E) Totel nuober of pupils studying Irish 28,750 

(F) Nuober of t eacher s involved in t eaching 1rish )08 

(5) STNrISTICS FROl1 dORTrrEIl.N· IRELfJlID EYJJ{[l~ATIOns COUWCIL 

(a) 'I'ot al nuober of cnndid.etes f or C.C .E. '0 ' level~ 

1211 1212. 111§. 1211 1978 

Irish 1,074 1,783 1,742 1,754 1,757 
~C'r..~~ 7,724- 7, 583 7,)51 7, 912 . ts, u4;J 
Ceroan 1,103 1,079 1,081 1 ,128 1 ,081 
Spanish 876 9:!-5 . 988 1,077 1,220 . 

(b) Tot2..1 m nber of candid2..tes for C.C.E. 'f.' l evel: 

1211 l21.5. ill§. 121l 121§. 

Irish 322 341 298 320 281 
French 1,354 1,321 1,341 1,288 ::',286 
Ceronn 263 251 257 244 271 . 
Spanish 228 218 234 252 284 

(c) Total nuober of entries f or C.S.E. The figures in brack~ts indicate the nuober of school s . (Irish and Fronch are the only I nnguages exQQined fvr C.S.E . in Nor t!1ern Ireland, in addition to Eng:ish). 

l2H. 
Irish 87(15) 
French 672(70) 

ill2. 

135(19 ) 

848 (84) 

N. i.C. S.E. was only introduced in 1973. 

1976 lID ~ 

201(25) 163(21) 123(20) 
954(89) 1+242( 98 ) 1,135(102 ) 
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(6) It is freely c.ccepted t!1at wos t pupils Hho l earn Irish in c.ny 1\ 
depth' do n :)"l; (~:) oc tefore the a:;c of 11 ye::;.rs

t
: ~her~l~s ufPrI·ob ll eod . 

concernin~ the use of r esourc es provided in ne HepUJ lC 0 r e nn 
f or the 11+ bc.rrinners. T.'1e l c.nCU2..-ca c.ont ent of t hese r esourc es is 
bc.s ic but the ;ub j ec t content i s t eo cllildish c.nd it is r ejected by 
the pupils . Sioilarly , the prJb10~ of dialect cc.uses ereat difficulty 
f er ~:orthern children. "!hen tec.cher s have to 2lJcnd the a'ld i o vi sual 
oaterial frOD i'iunster to Ulster dialect , D3Ily of the ",ee.ker children 
are confused aIld give up. 

Coln agus IJ\.UlD, ·.io a series of to.peo pr oduced in Conncr:mrc, Ir1sh 
2.Jld t ell the stories of CoI n and Nue-lc. . These \"ere r e- oade by 0. group 
of t ec..chers into the Nor thern die-lec t US i ng' children fr:::o Donegal. The 
c.::1o.teur tQpes v:ere ooder ately suc cessful. Secondary te~chers Raid that 
Southern textbooks Here virtually useless 2.Jld the l angue-ge was taueht 
very rr...tch o.s 0. ' cha lk o.nd te-lk ' exeroise . 

A course in Irish - pr oduc ed by R.T . E. cul l ed ' Enntus Ceinte ' for . 
Mul ts , is us ed in oany secondc..ry scheols . O:;:>inions varied but oc!"'1Y 
f ound i t '~oo ['.dul t . Sioilar cOo:Jents \{er e c nde on D. set of f our books 
J3ua na GaeilG'e written by Mr . R. J'!:-:CGElbh::.nn , ained a t s econdary schools. 

The R TI; schools output i s r ar ely us ed. in l orthel.n Ireland schools. 
It is G.gcl.in too dHfiC'ul t f or the a-;<) r 2....116e in Nortllel."n Irel2....'1d schools, 
at I-Ihich it is ai:Jed in the Republic. There ar e so:::e te2.chers vis ited 
,"ho sta t ed that they lJ.ae.d the RrrE output froG Radio na G2.el t achta to 
provide oaterial f or 'A' level students. 

(7) Reaso:1s f or an Irish l ene,uCl.5e p!.'ovision fro!] the :CBC in lJorthern 
Irel and Vlere {sivc'1 as f o11o,"s : (nost tC2..Chcrs accepted -:hat a broadcast 
s eries, if pr oviced , woul d be on r adio only). 

( a ) Ot viously there i9 a great scar0ity of t exts and resour~es, 
partiGularlv for 11-13 year ol ds. 

(b ) The BEC schools output has been acknolYledged as non- par t i san and 
n eutral by the vas t qaj ori ty of th'? Northern Ire l2J1.d CO::::::2'..'l1,i ty. This 
i s I-Iell illustr ated by the 2..-C'ce:;:>tcnce across a ll divis i ons of the series 
on Irish History. 

(c) Chil dren are c.vrar e of the significance of the Dedia - radio o.nd 
te:levis i on give status to \"h2.t e\ 'er is thE) t opic or subject . Iri sh 
l Emgue..ge br oudcus ts trcnsoi tted by t.he BEC \'/Ould ,:i ve 2.Jl e.cceptance · 
e.nd status to Irish 2.Jld stim~le.te 2. desire f or further l earning - Irish 
'''QuI d be on a par \Vi th other l angUages . 

(d) Ey providing a wide r anee of langu'~Ge eX»erience s in a li '/ely Dnd 
vo.ried Do.nner, there ",oul d be ,a strong ootivo.tiona l effect. 

(e) ConvE)r3utional progrru:nes \1ith s ound effects end DUs i c 'tfould give 
the specialist teacher the opportunity to eWl-has i se the linguistic 
probleos , in a f~~il iar context . The use of r o.1i o situations not 
easil y accessible to teachers (v/ho oight be dependent on so-ca lled olJ 
f ashioned textbooks ) could brinG' a ood.ern relevonce to Irish. 

/ConU •••• 
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(f ) In G.C.E. ' 0 ' l evel, 40)6 of the finc.l oarIes depend on orn.l 
t ests . At ' A' l evel, ther e is also n. .·oajor oral test including 
conversational Irish . In N.I.C.8. :8 ., there are two orn.l tests - one 
on r eading end the other a conve~·sn.tion test . 37-tf;b of the Dn.rks are 
thus allocated. 

(B) There is n. continuing r evivn.l of Irish :::rusic c.l1d culture 
throuGhout Irel~nd . Broadcasting could support and spr~ad this revival 
aoonB pupils in the secondary school s . 

(h ) The develop~ent of Irish studies courses in all kinds of 
secondc.ry schools could l en.d t o IriLh studi es n.~ l J I and CSE l evel . 
BronQcasts in Irish for schools could be devel oped to foro a part 
of such D. course . 

(i) The mont freq~ently r epeat ed r eason f or the BBC providing a 
series in the Irish l aneuc.ge "ras the need f or c,'.ldio visual r esources 
to be in the Nor thern/DoneGal dialect . Distinctive Ulste~ voices 

, would siP,nificantly increase the value of Irish in Dodem settings . 

(8) During the holidays froo school, particu::.erly at &ster and in 
the Suoner, pu~ils froD Northern Irel and secondc,ry SGhools spend 
·'-r:!.~i~"..:8 ; (;:::,'::" 8::::::: 8: ~.:.::::: ~-: C·:;.. ~2. -:.:!.c~-t C 8 2.~S';8C , i~ c;:' ~~::::sc t~ ~!c~-t~e~~ 
Trelend . The Irish lc.~GUage is spol-en end tc,ught c,t n.ll tioes . It 
was s t n.ted thc,t e.ny br oc,dcc.st provision in (;onvE"::::'sc.tionn.l Irish ;lOuld 
be used in these Co]eges . 

( n.) ~1ere n.re ten ColleGes 
1978, 3,700 pllpils froD Northern 
r anBe, ~vere in r es idence . 

in" Don"egal. In July [..nd August 
Irel and, oc.inly in the 12-18 years 

(b) At tHO Colleges in Donegal, there are t en-dc,y courses at 
E.3.st e~' .- 400/500 pupils. 

(c) There n.re n.lso Colleces Hhich t<:l.1ce courses f or No:,them 
pupils in the sU!:'!Jer . Ower. th - 200 pupils . r1o'1c,ehan - 200 pupils. 
Forkhill - 70 pupils.. ~ : " ,, :: :":. " 

V. COLL.."8GES OF EDLTCWI ON AND llJIVERS ITIE§. 

© PRONI ED/13/2/811 

(a ) In two Belfn.st Colleges - St. J1ary 's n.nd St . Joseph ' s, Irish is 
only en optione.l sub ject. Nost stuc.ents f oU cH c, Celtic studies course 
(according to J'lr . C.P . StJ.o.rt ) . The RTE output for 16- 18 yec,r olds end 
adults Hould be of ~ense use if purchc.sed by the B~C c,nd transDitted 
as Further Educc.tion series e. e. r n.dio series 1 ~1e Pleasures of Gc,elic 
Li t erature ' by Jorm Jordc,n . .IImvever , this is seen as fulfilling n. 
need of a soaU audience . . . 

(b ) There ar e about 70 stuclents fron both Belfast COUeBE-S in 1st- 4th 
yec,r f ollowing n. ~cchelor of Educn.t i on course . This Oe2.11.3 tUJ.:ning out 
approxi~tely 10 neVl ten.chers of Irish pe~ ye~r, f or se~ondary schoo l s . 
l1any other stud:mts tc.ke Irish/Celtic stuC:i es as c. subsidin.ry FJUbject 
and r:u:..y teach Irish f or pc.rt of t heir tioctn.bl p. . '1'he tyro l ecturers 
felt the grec.test ne0d would be f or c. r~lio series to help these 
t eachers , sWli- spec. i alists USUc.lly teaching t he :.C.l1(!,uD.{Se to 11-13 year 
olds. 

/ Contd • • 
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(c) , .At the NGlv Univor oity of Ul ote:::", Col ero.ine , Fr . O' ITua llachain b elieves th~t the decline in Irish throuGho~t Irel~nd i s due jto l ack of support froo Govornoent o [,-'ld their Depc..rt:::c-nts of Educa tion . Sioil2.rly, ho believes thD.t the oedi a. ·hc.ve not Given r ocosni tion to the l c.ngu..J..3e nor er:::phasised ito value in c. socia l c.nd cultural senoe . 

In his course plc.nninrs , '1e is e!Jpha tic that his oain objec tive . in teaching Irish is t o de- politicis e the Irish lc.n;uagG . C2.tholic s ep:'.re.tiso c.nd politicc.l syr.boliso hC!.ve been i dentified vrith the I rish lanGUage . He believes thc.t thio ha s decreased consider abl y since 1946 . He would advoca te c.n Irish Studi es COUl'se (a lready ~srea agreed as a priority by SECHI) a s ",dl es c cotU se on r c.di o f or 10-13 year olds ~n Irish . If Irish i s tr~!soitted by EBC, it !Just cvoid any kincl of i dcntificD.t i on " .. ith r eh gi on c.nd s cc te.ric.niso . l!'r. 0 ' Hual'.c.ch::. in i s convinced the product i on of br oc.dcasts by the }3BC would bl unt the divis i on caused by the l~gu2.Ge in the past . 

VI . PRIORI TI ES OF THE SCHOOL BROADC:\STTIJG COUlJC IL FOn TOnTH3R~~ m EIJ\@ 

Since the f ornc.tion of the School Br oadcasting Counci l for Northern Irel and by the B3C in H~.rch "!.. 978 9 th€ Council and its . C05!:l).ttee en'lorsed the priorities of the previous No~thern Irelnnd 
PrOgr~-:! 9 Cooni ttee. 

(1 ) A new r adio series for Infc.nts. This wa s included in the Annual Reques t f or the school year ,1979- 80 nnd c.ccept ed by BBC lIT . A Producer v12.f! e.ppo inted c.nd the series \-lill beBin in the ' Spring Tern 1980 . 

(2) A ne,." series f or 10-13 y ear ol d pupils \-rith a \VorkinB titlo ' I::-i sh Studies I. Tr.is is inc l uded in the r ecoclDendation of the 
~.cogrD.':JL'l e COP.Lli ttee for the Annu:::..l Reques t by the Council t o the BEC NI f OJ.. the year 1980- 81. 

The forner Northern Irelc.nd Progr~':Je ·Coonittee dis0us se& priorities e.t pr ev5,ous neetinc-s . III 1974 s('ver c.l othGI' aI'Go.s of the curricuhm in the prilClilry and s econdary schools Vlere listed a s follol-1s: 

~l 
d) 
e ) 

lu'nutGS of "! 3rd October . 1911 

A 1'1 0 '.-1 three t ern ser:"es f or 5- '( (inpl eLlented 1979) . A n e,,, three t ero serie ::: for 10-"!.. 3 (reques t ed f o::: 1980- 81) E-..<tens ion of Irish Hi story to two t erns . 
E-..<:t ens i on of Irish Geo(Src.phy t o h lo terns . 
Extens i on of Explor ations to tHO terlCls . 

TELEVISION 

(a ) Ne", s eries f or 7-9 yee.r olds - h,o t €L'!JS (i..r::r;:ll enented 1977 ) (b) Extension vf Ulster in Focus -1;0 three terns ",eekly , instead of three te~ f or t niGhtly. 

/ CGlL1'i:c. .. .. 
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VII. ACTION 
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"' I 
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The Council D2.y wi sh to t.:oke (\ decision on the f ollowine 
after cons iderati on of this Heport : 

(1) 'That no r equos t f or a s eries to support Iri sh l an(SUage 
teaching be owe t o BBC N.I. 

(2) Tnat a r equest f or a s eries t o support Irish I nnBUage 
t eachin& be oade to BBC N. I. 

If (1), then the COlillc il Dust r eply t o the boii es and 
indi "idua~ s \11,,0 h2.ve r equested the inclusiOll of a series in the 
output Md be prepared to answer e:"'i ticisDs of i ts act i on , stc.ti ng 
the r easons f or it. 

J:f (2); th~n the Counc il Dust dec i (;.e vlhether the seri es is for 
the priDn.r y school or the secondary school, 0 1' for use in both , and 
\Vhat pri ority i t should be given . CotS11i scence shoul d c.lso be given 
as t o whether thi s \Vill Dean e.dditiona l staff f or the BBC NI School 
Broadcasting Dopartsent and/or a cut back in other ~'e~s of the 
Schools DeIlc.r toent output . If the l a tter, '''hich are? or creas o,f 
the out,?ut? 

The Council Day al so \Vi sh to cons i der v;~at additione.l advisory 
structure \':ill be needed . Is it poss i bl e f OI' the existing Progr~e 
COI:lI:littee ~o be responsib~e for a s eries in the Irish la~~e? 
Might ther e not be need for an Irish L.::!nguc.ce jJ:;:,oadc['.~tine Sub
COI:lI:littee (siDilar t o that constituted by SBC Scotlru1d f or Gaelic?) 

If a series is pr ovided by the Councii and BDC NI, there Hill be 
fur ther fi el dwor k Md f eedback r equired [1'00 the Education Officer , 
Nortr er n IrelMd. Ass i st::mce Day possibly be r equired froo an Irish 
speakiLG Educat i on Officer . 

E.G. TI!/.DDELL 

,Educa tion Officer/S~cretary S13CNI. 

. ,; 

) , 

I -
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APPEtIDrx TO THE SU11VEY OF TIlI SH LWGUAGE TE/,CHING 
nr SCHOOLS Li NOTI'fHEi'll-T illELfJill 

(a ) FOR SCEOOLS I!'T SCOTLf.:tm 

The JI.nnu~l Pro{3T2IT1e f or 1978- 79 pr ovides in detail the 'output 
f or the School 3r oc.dc2.s ting ])epc.r ment. llft er consul tation ~/i th the 
Secre t~ t o the S3C Scotl~d , I have sUDcnri sed t he output, and 
added a f ew notes on t h8 Ga81ic output. 

I 

Ther e ar e 16 series on r adi o and t el evi s i on transoitt8d by 
BBC Scotland i n Ene lisn , but vIi th s;)ecificelly Scot t i sh o(lterial. 

Ther e ar e t hree s eries f or Gaelic: 

(1) ' Co l ad? ' f or 8-10 year ol ds . Thi s is h lO t eros of 20 
progr2DOes on r edi o , 20 o i nut es l onG' Reseer ch f~eures give 7~6 
of the possibl e audi ence t akine t he series . 

( 2 ) , Culaidh Mhi oguis ' f or 5·-7 year ol ds . This i s t wo t eros of 

. ' . " 

20 pr of,I'2.ITles on r edi o , 15 o inutes l ong . Neady all t he pr oer2lJDes 
are nelf per year and fieures eive 800ft of the possi bl e aud i enc e t aking 
the s er ies . 

(3) 
one 
t o 

' Say 
t ero of 

encour~8'e 

it in G Bl i c ' - (l new s eries thi s year, .: or 6- 9 year ol ds , 
10 proera~es on r adi o , 10 Dinutes l one . The series is 
non- Gaelic s:;,)ee.lcil"-S children t o t ake up t he l anguage. 

These s eries C8l:le a110ut (lS 'a r esult of a oeetin~ i n 1974 of 
t he Gaelic Scnoo ... Br oadc8.stine: J~dvi sory Coooit tee of SB\~ (S ) . I 
qnot e f r oo t he rel ev.-.nt paper pr esent ed t o the Scott ish Pr0eIClLJOe ' 
Coooittee .l s t May , 1974: 

' At t h i s ooet ine it ,.,as eDphasised that school br osdcasts 
i n Gaelic , pr operly pl e_'1I1ed 8...l1d pr oduced , '·Iou:i.d be of V(~ry ' s1.'.l)stant i a l 
h el p t o the education of Cael i c sp ::?aking pupils in the area . HOHever 
well- intentioned their teacher s o i Cht be , there ".ras an acut3 shortage 
of t eachi ng ".aterials (boob; 2nd other a i ds) in the pupils ' na tive 
t ongue . In thi :q r espect , t hey Here severely di se.dvant2{:;8d in t heir 
f unde.wento.l Hork by coo:;,)o.ri son Vii th schools i n other parts of the UK, 
and "/er e theI'efor e obliGed t o r ely heavily on r ather ol d fash i oned 
chal k and talk Dethods . Allied to this was the di.':linishing status i n 
t he eyes of thei r pupils of their lM:l toneue . 'Lds Vias at l eas t i n 
part due t o t he effec t of t el evi s i on Md other oedi a , ,·:hi ch of cOcU's e , 
peroeate the school ['.s Vlell a s ' t he hODe l ife of the pupils . ' . 

The three s8ries are trans:-1i t ted onl y on VHF 'cr ansoi tters 
s erving t '1e Hi ghl ands and Island3 of Nor t h and Nor t h Hest Scotland .-

\ . '. 
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(b) FOR SCHOOLS I N Hf.LES 

In 1978-79 , thpre were f our series in En~lish f or s chool s 
in "'~les, concerninc; \'le1sh metoria1 only . Ther e e.re 14 series in the 
"'el sh l aneuage for the age ranee 5-18 year s . Four of these series in 
"'elsh ar e f or pupils in schools \,hero 'delsh i s the firs t l anguage 
e . g . Primary Science in "'e1sh. 

Of the series Hhich assist the t eachine of the l C\.l1@laee , all 
are f or prioC'.ry schools . 'Yne audi ences vary consider ably . r have 
taken the fol l m·,ing series as exampl es : 

(1) ' Un, D8.u , Tri ! I for under ·5 yeers - three t eITIS \wekly on r adio , 
15 minutes l one; . 30 pr o[SI'8.!:ll!les p2:':' year t .:o...1{en by approxioat eJy 
50-6ry/o of the t ar get audience. 

(2) ' 0 TIanti i TIent8.n ' - a misce11~:y seri es f or 9- 11 years. 
3 terms Heekly on r adio - 20 oinutes l ong . 30 prcgre.r::E1es per year, 
t aken by 50;6 of the ta~et audience _ 

(3) . ' Hyn 0 Fyd' - a oi sce11any series f or 9-11 years - t hree t erms 
weekly on tel evis i on - 20 ninutes with 25 proBT~es , r epeat8d within 
the week . 'raken by beh/een 80- 90% of the t c.r Ge t audience . 

The Secretary f or S13C (\-!) stated t hd 1/5 of the school s in 
Ha1.Gs, approxi o8.tely 500- 550 , use l/e18h as a first l anf,Ue.ge . It mcj or 
part of the buc.get f or school s br oadccs ts is spent on a oinority 
audience. 

To oake 1,I1e11h proBTC'·[')[!}es f or study as a first 1cng.lage - 66~~ ) 
11 11 11 11 11 11 second 11 9% ) 
11 11 ., 11 11 11 11 

of 
the ~~l 

3) in English 3510 ) TIudge t . 

(c) THE OUTPUT IN mrSTI FOR SCHOOLS 3YRfJ)IO TELEFIS ElItEl'.NN 

The RTE Schools Defartoent output, :n Ehg1ish and Irish , 
fluc tuates froo yee.r to yee.r . In the past , the output h~s !.leen 
dependent on funding froo the Depe.rtoent of F.A3.uc['.tion of the 
Government. Th ~ s he.s caused sever e planning ~rob1 eos from year to ' 
year . 

It oa j or project on Irish fo~' Ge.e:i. t act areas alone; the \o/est 
coast ",as carried out in the oi d- l)l70s . Ie.vish publications \·lGre 
provided and the nTE educat i on staff ~onitorec the experioent in 
great depth in the prioary age r anGe . Tno project was dropped short1J 
after trans~s8ion, due to l ack of funds. 

This year, RTE hc.ve trc.nsoitted t~e f o11o"ling series in Irish: 

(1) ' Cogar Mogar ' - f or fir s t yee.r students (12- 13 years old) -
f or those not . very fluent . Ther e ere bi ·-L nf,Ual sectiuns in the 
procran."Jes . T!lere ar e 10 pr oera,"'1es on ~ c.dio, repeat ed Hithin the 
week over one t erm - 15 ointues l ong . It i s r oped to extend this 
s eries , in Scpte!.Jbe:l.: 1980 , to hro and Gventuc.11y three t erms . 
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( 2) ' Preab San Aer ' - f or coopet ent, fluen t I rish 
th? first ye~rs of secondcry educ~tion . Origin~lly, 
were desicned for transoi ssion outside school hours . 50 pr ogrerrJes (ne\-I each yer:.r ) on r r:.di o - ~ se l ection 
over the Spr ing tern - 15 einutes l ong. 

speaker s in 
the pr ogrL'.Bl!les 

There are 
is tr<.msoi tted" 

(3) . ' G~eilge Sensear ' - f or 5th cnd 6th year pupil s doing " . Hieher Certific['..t0 . This is n t el evision drDlJa series and ,oainly consi3ts of critiques of the t ext cnd the authors . Tn2re are five progr"aooes ~ 25 oinutes l opg • 
. 

(4) ' Scribheoire Gaeilee ' - c. s eries on Irish ,,,rriters. A Dixt ure of docu..'1entari 8s cnd interviews t o the 02.Uer a . For 5th and 6th y&ars - 5 proer~es in one t ern - 25 o inutes l ong. 

(5) 'Irish Studies ' entitled 'Hands ' as it is on various aspects of I :d sh handcrafts . Not specific~l1y de8i@1ed for school use , but f or a'1y 2.{Se croup . There ere 6 p:cograr.:rr::::e s on televis i on - in one tero - 30 oinutes l ong. 

(6) ' The Pl easures of G['..elic Liter ['..ture ' - nine t a l ks on r adio in English on a Yll'iter ' s choice of pr ose in I-lodern Irish . Moed at the T~eavinG Cer tifi cate Course in I rish . The pr cf,-r8.:'C3eS are for one te~ - appr oxio['..tely 30 Dinutes l ong . 

RTE trensDit Deny other series ( soDe purchaseJ froo the TIBC Schools output e . g . ' Europe froe t he Air ' ). These iopor ted series are often dubbed with '?.l1 :rish l eneunge sound- t r['..ck. 

Further details of "-:he above RTE series Here given but not included in this r eport. 

(7) Recently, the Advi sory Coooi ttee on Educational TIr oadcasting pr esE:1ted its final r eport; to the R'rE L'hthority . Tt.:i 8 quHe possible th2.t t!1e f.uthor i t :i oc.y cr ede in the Republic a School Broadcastine Council a l onB' the lines of the School Broa(;.cas tine COlli1cils throughout the United Kin~om . 

In its Report , the COD~ittee considers thzt TITE ' s educat i ona l bro2.dcastinG se:.-vice has a r esponsibili ty ",i t}-O r eGard to the Irish l enguc:J€e "bece.use in its m-m right , Irish i s a l anguage cooparablu in all J:espects to the oth('r 12.neuaees taught in our school s and deservins of at l east the swoe degree of attent i on cnd support so that it my be vlell -CauGht anG. Hell l emned . 

For these r easons the Coooittee r ecoooends tha t the broadcastil~ service shoul d provido : 
(a ) support f or the acquisition of: a coope-cent knmd edge of the l cnguage in school 
(b ) a cont inued stirlUl us to r etain and ioprove the kno,/ledee 

acquired in school. 
(0) an enriched appr eciation of irish cultural ~eritaee and 

identity as n.n inforned and Hell Dotiva-ced bas i s f or the pursuit of the bil '.nQlo.l ideal. 11 
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