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NEW IRELA ND FORUM 

SUMMAR Y 
1. TH ERE WERE NO SURPRISES IN THE FI RS T SESSI ON . THE PU BLIC SPEECHES 
SHOWED A GUL F IN ATTITUDES BETWEEN THE REP UB LIC'S TWO MA IN PART IES. 
A GREA T DEAL IS LEFT FOR THE PRIVATE SESS IONS IF HOPES OF ~ 
CONSENSUS REP ORT AR E TO BE REAL IZED . ,I 

DETA I L 
2. · THE FORUM' S FIRST S ITTI NG WAS HELD ON 30 MAY IN DU BLIN CAS TLE. 
THE OPE NING TELEVI SED SESS ION HAD SPEECHES FROM EACH OF THE FOUR 
PARTI CIPAT ING POLITICAL PARTIES (TE XTS AND MEMBERS OF EACH DE LEGAT ION 
BY BAG ) . KEY PASSAGES FROM EACH ARE INM IFT, WITH BR IEF COMM ENTS 
BROW. 

FINE GAEL . 
3. DR F ITZGERA LD'S 'vI AS A I:IORTHY BUT U,: INS PIRED REHASH OF SE NTIMENTS · 
FM11L1 AR FROM HIS CONSTITUTI ON AL CRUSADE. HIS TEM1 IS ABLE AND 
INC LUDES IN JOH N KELLY A GIFTED COJST I T UT I O~!A L LA\·I.YER A ID IND IVIDUAL
IST WHO HAS LITTL E TRUCK WITH CAN T ( OR A D ~ I R A TI O FOR BR ITI SH 
INSTITUTI ONS ) • 

FI ANNA FAIL 
4. MR HA UGH EY WRAPPED T~ E GR EE N FLAG ARO UND HIMS ELF AND ~IS PART Y. 
NO- ON E ON HIS TEAM IS LI KEL Y TO DEVI ATE FROM THE LINE HE DEC IDES 
TO TA KE ON AN Y ASPECT OF THE FORU M' S WO RK . 

LABOUR 
5. MR SPRING WAS, LI KE DR FIT ZG ERALD, SHORT bN SPECIFIC SUGGESTIO NS 
BEYOND PUTTI NG DOWN A MARKER IN FAVOUR OF " ACT IVE NEUTRALITY" IN 
THE INTER NA TI ON AL POLICY OF A NEW IRELAND . HIS TEA M INCLUDES 
FRA NK CLUSKE Y WHO HAS LITTLE ENTHUS(ASM FOR A ONITED I RELAND ~ (THE 
MORE NA TI ONA LI ST RUARI QU INN TOLD US TH AT HE ASKED NOT TO BE A . 
MEMBER BECAUSE OF OTHER COMM ITMENTS) . 

SDLP . 
6. MR HU~E'S WAS THE ONLY SP EE CH DE LI VERED WITH SP IRIT. HIS HOP E 

~~ THAT PARTIES IN THE REPU BLIC WOULD MAK E SACR IF IC ES IN ORDER TO 
REACH A CO NS ENS US SO UND ED FORLO RN AFTER MR HAUGHEY'S UNYIELDI NG 
CONTRIBUTI ON . 

FURTHER SESS IONS 
7. THE OPE N SESS ION vi AS FOLLOWED BY A PR I VA TE ONE OF WH IC H Wf 
HAVE NO DETAILS YET . GOVERNMENT OFFICI ALS SECO ND ED TO THE FORUM 
SE EM NOT TO EXPECT THE CHA IRMAN , DR COLM 0 HE OCHA,TO HAV E A 
S IGN IFICAN T· ROLE TO PLAY IN THE NEGOTIATI NG WH IC H WILL BE NECESSARY 
AS THE FORUM PROGR ESSES TOWARDS ITS I ~E NDED AGRE ED REPORT B~ 
TH E END OF THE YEAR . 

FCO PLEA SE PASS SAV ING ADDRESSEES 
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MIPT: NEW IRELAND FORU M 

1. FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS FR OM THE SPE ECHES AT THE OPENING SESSION : 

A. DR FITZGERALD, FI NE GAEL 

"TOD AY WE BEG IN A UNIQUE ATTEMPT TO BR ING PEACE AND 

STAB ILITY TO THIS ISLA ND BY FACI NG REA LITY : THE REALITY OF THE 

TRA~ I C AND FRIGHTENI NG CRISIS OF NORTHE RN IRE LA ND • •••• " . 
" ~ 

" WE CANNOT HOPE TO UNDERSTAND FULLY THE POSITION, OR THE PROB LE MS , 

OF THAT (U NION IST) TRA DITI ON UN LES~ THAT POSITIUN AND THOSE PROBLEMS 

ARt PUT TO US DIRECTLY BY SOME OF THOSE CONCER NED • •••• " , 

" LET THE MEN OF VI OLE NC E TA KE NOTE OF THI S UNAMB IGUOUS MESSAGE 

'FROM THE NA TIO NAL IST PEOPLE OF IRELA ND : THE FUTURE OF THE ISLA ND 

10/1 LL BE BU I LT BY .THE J3.ALLOT BOX, AND BY THE BA LLOT BOX ALONE. • ., •• " 

" • ••• THI S FO RUM CA NNOT HOLD BACK FRO~1 EXAM I ING ANY STRUCTURES, 

ANY SOLUTIONS, THAT MIGHT MEET THE ESSENTIAL REQU IREME NT OF GIVING 

EXPRESSI ON TO, AND GUARANTEEI NG , THE TWO IRI SH IDENTITIES : •••• " 

" •••• THE EXISTI NG POLITICAL STRUCTURES IN NCRTHERN IRELAND •• •• 

IGNORE COMP LETELY THE ' IDE NTITY OF THE NA TI ONA LIST ~ . I NO R ITY • •••• " 

B. MR HAUGH EY, FIM; :A FAIL 

" OUR PURPOSE IS TO CONS TRUCT A, B S iC P OS I TI O~ , 'WHICH CAN THEN 

BE PUT TO A' ALL- ROU ,'D CO NS TITUTI O·! L CO 'FE REt\!CE , CO' VE NED BY, 

TH E IRI SH AND BR ITISH GOVERNMENTS AS. PR ELUDE TO BR ITI SH \-JlTH

DRAlvA L ••••• " 

" •••• PEACE AND STABILITY CAN OT BE SEtU RED WITHO UT A WITHDRAWAL 

OF THE BRITISH MILITARY AND POLITICAL PRESENCE FROM NORTHER N 

IREL AND AS THE MINISTER FOR FOREIG N AFFAIRS HAS RECENTLY EMPHAS ISED . 

, , 

"THE PRESE NT SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRELA ND IS NOT PRIMARILY THE 

FAULT OF AN YON E LIVI NG THERE . IT IS THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF 

BR ITISH POLICY IN IRELA ND OV ER MAN Y HU NDR EDS OF YEARS : A FACT WHICH 

ANY BRITISH GOVERNMENT WHICH WISHES TO SOLVE THE PROB LEM MUS T START 

BY REC OGN ISING • • ••• " 

"THE PRESENT NO RTHERN IREL AND ASS EMBL Y, A UNIONIST DOMINATED BOD Y, 

HAS BEE EXPLICITLY STATED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN 

IRELA ND TO BE DESIGNED TO TIE NOR TH ERN IREL A D INTO THE UNITtn 

KINGDOM FOREVER •• • • • " 

" THE BELIEF HA S BEE I CA NVASSED THA T \'/E vJOU LD HAVE TO JETTIS ON 

ALMOS T THE ENTIRE ETHOS ON WH ICH THE INDE PE NDEN CE MOVEMENT WAS 

BUILT AND TH AT THE IRISH IDE NTITY HAS TO BE' SACRIFICED TO FACILITATE 

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF IRI SH UNITY . NOTHI NG COULD BE MO RE ERRO EOUS OR 

DESTRUCTIVE • •••• " 
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!l ' E4r;,0 DE VA LE RA ' S OFFER I ! 938 ':IH ICH \'IOULD HAVElILL O\'}ED F R 
THE CO ITINUA TI ON OF A SUBS IDIAR Y PAR LI ~ E IT, WAS BAS ED 0 THE 

') I r,IC I PLE THA T SOVERE I (h,TY ',ICULD BE TRA 'S FERRED FR ' BR I TA I ~ 
. IRE LAND, BUT THA T IORTH:: R ' I REU, :O 'n ULJ cOin I :UE TO E 'J Y THE 

AUTO NO~Y ' IT POSSESSED AT THA T T I ~ E . HOW RELEVAN T THA T CO:C EPT IS 
TODAY MUS T BE CON S IDERED I ~ THE LI GH T OF ALL THAT HAS HA PPE lED 
SINCE AND IN PAR TICU LAR THE FAC T TH AT I I 972 THE GO VER 'M ENT 
AND PA RL I A1'1 ENT OF ':ORTHER' I RELA !D \·JEP.E A BOLl SHED , I I RECGGN I T ION 
OF THE FA CT TH AT THE STATE OF NOR THER ! I REL A~D COULD NO LO NG ER 
FUNCT ION AS A POL ITI CA L ENTITY ••••. ' • 

•• IN THIS FORUM WE SHALL ADVOCA TE TH E PRINCIPLE ALREAD Y STATED 
THAT IRELA ND WOU LD NEVER ALLOW HE R TE RR ITORY TO BE USED AS A BAS E 
FOR ATTACK ON BRITA IN AND WOU LD BE PRE PARED TO ENTER INTO A TREATY 
ARRANGEMENT FOR THAT PURPOS E ••••.•• 

"IT WAS HERE IN.DUBLI N CASTL E. TWO AND A HALF YEARS AGO , TH AT 
A BR ITI SH PR IME MINISTER AC KNOWLEDGED THA T THE PRO BLEM OF NORTHERN 
IRELA ND COULD ON LY BE SOLVED BY THE J OINT ACTION OF THE TWO 
SOVREIGN GOVERNMENTS . IT IS ~J ITH THAT TRUTH CLEARLY IN OUR MINDS 
TH AT THIS FORUM TAKES THE FIRST STEP S ALONG THE ROAD TO A FI NA L 
CO NS TITUTION AL SETTLE MENT . •• 

C. MR SPRING, LABOUR 

" WHA T' IS SEEN BY SOME AS NECESSARY OR PROG RESSIVE WILL BE SEE N 
AS A MARK OF BETRAYAL BY OTHERS . THE RE WILL NOT BE A UN IFORM ITY 
OF RES PONS E ACROSS THE ISLAND AS A WHO LE TO NEW PROP OS IT IONS 
RELAT ING TO ART ICLES 2 AND 3, CIVIL LI BERTIES , INCREA SED 
PROHIB ITI ONS ON ABORTION, PROVISIONS RE LATI NG TO MARRIAGE BR EAKDOWN 
AND OTHERS. EITHER,EMERGI NG IN THE FORUM OR FROM OTHER SOU RCES. 
THE CONTROVERS Y SURROUND ING :CURRENT PROPOSALS FOR A CONST IT UT IONA L 
AMENDMENT IN THE REPUB LI C IS BY NO MEANS AN ARGUMENT AGAINST 
INTE REST GROUPS SPONSORI NG CONS TITUTI ON AL CHANGE . IT RATHER T~LLS 

THAT WE AS POLITIC IANS HAVE A LOT TO LEAR N IF WE ARE TO FACE 
SUCCESSFULLY EVE N MO RE COM~ LEX AND C ON T RO~ E RS I AL ISSUES IN A NEW 
I RELMD FORUM. , •.•• ' • 

•• • • • . THE , N E ~I I RE LA ID F ORUt~ f US T ADD RESS I TSELF TO THE CR I T I CAL 
ISSUES OF ECmJOMIC AND SOC IAL POL ICY ..... .. 

" 

.i •••• TE RR ITOR IAL PRIOR ITI ES AND THE COMP ::T ITIVE D I M ENS I O~ FOR 
EXAMP LE IN SEEKING TO ATTRACT FORE IGN INVESTMENT ' HAVE TE ND ED TO 
PUSH INTO THE BACKGROUND ANY CONTI NUOUS THI NK ING AI MED AT MAJOR 
SCHEMES OR PROGRAMMES OF COLLABORA TIVE ACT ION ••••• '. 

" WE IN THE LA BO UR PARTY BE LIEVE ST~O~GLY ~HAT NEUtRALITY SHOULD 
BE A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF , IRISH NA TIO NAL AND INTERNAT IONA L POLICY • 

• • 

··; ••• A POS ITIVE PH IL OSOPHY FOR AN ACTI VE NEUTRALITY WH ICH IMPL IES 
A TOTAL COMM IT MENT TO PEACE, DETENTE AND DISARMAMENT, •••• " 

•• •••• OUR SOC IETY, JUST AS MUCH AS NORTHERN IRELA ND , WILL HAVE TO 
CHA NGE IF WE ARE SERIOUS IN OUR ASP IRATIO N OF IRISH UNITY • •••• " 

D. MR HUME, SD LP 

" THE HEA RT OF THI S CRI S IS IN IRELA ND IS THE CO NV ICTI ON - T~E 
PROFOUND AND SEEM INGL Y IR REDUC IBLE CONV ICTIO N - OF THE MAJOR ITY OF 
PROTESTA NTS IN THE NO RTH THAT THEIR ETH OS SIMPLY WOU LD NOT SURVIVE 
IN AN IRISH POLITICAL SETTLEMEN T • •••• '. 

"THE BRIT ISH FOR THE IR PA RT REMA IN, IF NOT FULLY CO NVINCED BY 
THESE FE ARS OF THE UNIONISTS, AT LEAS T NOT PERSUADED BY OUR CLA IMS 
TO THE CONTRAR Y ••••• " 
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" THE PROTEsTAtn ETHCS •••• C tn A I ,S :',LSC ~, .' J PE RH :"PS l.'eR E I ~.'F ~Tft, 'TL Y 

A, STW'JG EXPRESS IO' OF POLITIC AL ALLEG IE! E TO BRIT AI ' ' .. !H ICH \lIE 
C ~JNOT I G !ORE AND I .. JH I CH I'IE CA ~ "'T \11 H A',fA Y !l.t'.' Y f';'OR E T HA~! 

U ~! I S T S COULD VJ ISH A'dAY C R DEEP co:r'; IT;"E.'T Te I , ISH U', IT Y • •••. " 

" HOI'! DO I:IE ACCOI<ODA TE I A HI EF I ~' IT I t'OF IRISH 'ESS THESE 

UNCOMFORTA BLE RE ALITI ES? HOW WOU LD WE PROPOS E TO GIVE TO U IION 'ISTS 

AN AD EQUA TE SENS E OF SEC UR IT Y - PHYS ICAL, RE LIGIOUS , POLITICAL, 

ECONOM IC AND CU LT URAL SECURITY - I ~! A lEH I RELA ~~ D ? ARE viE , THE 

NA TIO NA LISTS OF IREL AND , PREP AR ED TO PAY TH E PAI NFUL POLIT IC AL AND 

ECO NOM IC PRICE THAT THIS WILL INVOLVE? DO WE HAVE ANY IDEA 
OF WHAT THAT PRICE WILL BE? I FEAR TH AT MAN Y OF US EITHER DO NOT 

OR WOU LD ' PREFER NOT TO • •••• " 

"THIS FORUM MUST PUT AN END •••• TO ..•• HO PELESS NESS . 

IT CAN ONLY DO SO BY ACHIEVI NG CO NS ENSUS . LET NO ON E UNDER

ESTI MATE THE POWER AND STRENGTH OF DEMOCRAT IC CO NS ENSUS IN THIS 

FORUM. LET NO ONE DOU BT ITS IMPACT ON BRIT ISH AND INTER NATIONAL 

OPI NION . THE PRICE THAT OUR DIFFERE NT PARTIES MAY HAVE TO PAY FOR 

CONS EN SUS WILL BE MINIMAL CO MPARED TO THE RE WA RDS FOR THE IRISH 

PEOPLE OF A CO MM ON APPROACH TO OUR DEE PEST AND MOS T INTRACTAB LE 
P,ROBLEM . ' , • 

"LET ME SAY TO UNiO NISTS : " WE COMM IT OURSE LVES TO TAK E YOU 
AND YOUR CONVICT IONS WITH DEEP ' SER IOUS NESS IN OUR EFFORT TO 

UND ERS TAND THE CR IS IS TH AT CON FRON TS 'US ALL, OUR AIM IS NEITHER 

CONQ UEST OR COERCI ON , IT IS PRI MAR IL Y TO UND ERS TAND EAC H OT HER 

SO TH AT WE CAN SOLVE THI S CRI S IS WITH YOUR AGREEMENT AND YOUR 

SUPPORT." WE SEE K A SOLUTI ON . WE DO NOT SEEK VICTORY • •••• " 

" ••• " FORGET "THE PA'ST , BUT .TA KE THE PRESE NT AND THE FUTURE 
SERIOUSLY": THAT ,MUS T BE THE MESSAGE TO COME FROM THI S FORUM TO 

THE BR ITI SH . WE CALL ON BR ITAIN TO GIVE THEI R ATT EN TI ON AS FULLY 

AS WE NOW DO TO THI S AWFUL TRAG EDY AND TO LEA RN WITH US AND FROM 

US AS WE TRY HON ESTLY , TO DEVI SE A REALISTI C AND ADE QUA TE SOLUTI ON. 
, " 

FCO PLE AS E PASS TO SA V I,IG ADDR ESSEES 
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