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Prille 11ln1.t~r 

HORTHERJr IB.£I.Alm.: THE P RESENT POSITION 

'this note assesses the current political sitUAtion .in Northern 

Ireland and our ·prospects for the future_ 

J start from the conv1.ction that real progresa can only come frOlZl 

within Northern Ireland; but ye h a.ve the resporu;.lb..11ity to provide 

a framework. To thi$ end . ve hilYe succeeded in establish1nq the 

AaseJably in Northern Ireland follO'llfin9 our t!hJ.te Paper last. April 

and the Northern Ireland Act 1982. We h ave 5.hovn that there is 

useful work for An A.s&embly and part1cularly its C OlIH'Ai ttee-s to do 

unde~ Dl~t Rule. We have also establi.5..hed with the Assembly a 

framevon for further political progre ss. The Democratic Unionist. 
, 

Party under Hr Paisley and the Alliance Party under !tr !iApier Are 

fully co .. 1tted to Jaakinq the Assembly work.. ~~ Official Unionist: 

Party under JIlr Mol~ux. 1.5 less comsni tted, but il substantial nUJl1ber 

of Official. Unionists in Northern Ireland want the Assembly and up 

t.o nov they bave carried the day. All three IWlrt1es have shown sur

pr1.s.ln<j flexibility 1-Q the~r alliances and attitudu. although both 

On..1onlat Part.:le.$ r:eBUlln fina1y . opposed to power sharing_ 

We have not so far succeeded in gett.ing the SociAl OeJoocr.tic and 

Labour Party under Hr Bu.ae to joIn the Asse.b17... . The! have got 

thea:sell1es f ir.Uy on the abstentionist book. 11ley are look.1nq to 

the Forua for a Nev IrelanO - the Dublin-based initiatlve - to 

provide theta with so.e pol1.t1cal impetus for the re..st · of thia year. 

Meanwh!le Sinn Fe~ ~re working hard to conso11dabe the1r political 

support in Northern I~and by a car~ful amalqaaation of controlled 

terrorisza and pavement politics. They repre5eDt as great a threat 

to the Irish Government as co the SDLP. 

Subject to the aecurity 6ituation, there is unlikely to be much 

scope for .avewent before the General Election... . we- vUl .ea 

aanoeuvr1ng for position rather than aajor ch.anqe. The uaellbly vill 
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r ema in in beinq. The SDLP will continue to pin their hopes to the 

Foru.. The :Ir1sh Government ,viil do wbat. they can to help the SDLP 

against Sinn Feln. but they vill also "ant to de.wlop cordial 

re la t ions vi th the Oni ted ~in9doJa Gove.nurent. flle~ are .!..so in 

our interests, both vi thin Horthern Ireland and in preae.nt1nq our 
policies abroad. 

Our. ma1.n objective JDUst be. to put ourselves in the best position 

to &4ke prog-ress a.fte r the Blection through ooatinuing to look 

for e ffective ways of encouraging peAce, stahil1.ty and econOJrlc 

development: in Nor thern Ireland. It ia essential tilat we act 

pos itively on all t hese front.s. To fail to do so would have 

repercuss ions for the reputation of our Govern.ent both at boae 

and abroad* and the c onsequences could not be contained vith1.n 

Nor thern I re1and. 

Once the Election 1.s out. of the way ~e ".ill be a period of 

re-Clssessment in the light of electora.l St.re.ngth6. But with our 

ev Governaen t and the F 1.t.EGe.rald Governaent ooatinuing' .in the 

Repuhl1.c, Ye abould be able to build on the worlc of the GoveOUleot 

o~er the last two years_ Ne aay have 'to wait for the PoruJI to be 

completed. But the lik.elihood 1.9 that little 11111 come of that, 

ex~pt. to reve.al the unrea.1i ty of a United Ireland and the differences 

anong the partlclpan u • The SDLP and the rr 1 sh GoYerl'\lllellt w1l1 then 

be look1ng round for another way forward. The Dnited StAtes and 

other Governaents will aJ.ao want to see p r oqress. 

Our (la should be to devel.op our pol1.cles, and not to pzoaise any 

new and dr&m&tic ini tiillti yes. ~ do so would only ra..15e fallie 

expectations which are bound t:o be disappo1nte4 to OUI: discredit. 

We have a good foundati9l\ :Ln the I.s~ly and the 1982 Act. A 

nllwber of options may present theASe 1 vaa. One that -I believe holds 
, 

some chance of success is to devol~ four DepllxtJKnts (for example 

SOCial Services, Environment, Agriculture and Eoonomi.c Development). 

one to each of the maIn part1.es. '!hi. would leave the Secretary 

of State and .ay one Minister with • considerable degree of control 

particularly over firumce, but it 'fC)uld beg1.n to give the Assembly 

real power and ao.e If!9is1ative. re~pon.1bl11t:J. "It VOQld avoid 

some of the dUflcul.t1es of collectlve power ah&rinq, and if 
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accepted, would meet the criteria of widespread acceptanoe. 

It ia a poss1bt11 ty vhi.ch could be looked At alongside the slow 

but steady developaent. of the Anglo-Irish Inter-Governmental 

Council. Much vill ~epend on the line up m the Northern Ireland 

parties at'ter a General r::lection .. bu.t this scenario 1s et poasibl11ty 

which tLolds IIOce hope than any other. at this .->.-e.nt; ~ltho~h 

we should continue to keep omers 1n mind. 

Althouqb there are no easy answers, ~ have ~e some progress 

and should be quided by these considerations over the next few 

BlOnths. 

I AlII. copying this minute to Francis Pym.. 
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