
E. R.( 

Mr D J R Hil l 
SI L Di 'visi on 

I RISH MI NI STER I AL VI SIT S 

c c . Mr Car vill 
Mr Boy s Sm i th 

Th ank you fo r yo u r min u te of 6 December and enclosure . 

know of a n y ot her visits by Irish Ministers . 

I do not 

I have · two small observatio ns on the draft letter to Patrick Eyers . 

I n t h e f irst paragraph I wonder if it is necessary to record 

"irritation " . I shoul d have tho ught that " concern" was correct 

and s u fficient, hut I do not have any strong views on the point . 

In the penultimate paragraph we ask for notice of private visits . 

I know too little of international protocol to be s ure that we 

are justified in asking for s uch notice . If we are however, I 

su ggest that this part of our request requires extra tact, as many 

Irish Ministers , in private life, will have been accustomed to 

visiti n g Northern Ireland . They might regard it as an unreasonable 

intrusion by the UK if they are now asked to i n form us of private 

visits simply because they are members of the Irish Government . 

Sec urity of course is an overriding reason for us needing to know 

ahout all visits by members of the Irish Government to North e rn 

Ireland . 

J F RUSS ELL 

Centra l Secretar i at 

8 December 1983 

/JH 
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