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NOTE OF A. K£trrNG. B~ TIm ~ARY OF mATE AND HR BARRY. ~ 
IRISH MDlISTER FOR FOREIGN APPADtS,' IN ~ I.RmAND OFF ICI; 
( LORDON) 0f!I 1 FImRUARY 1983 

"Mle Secretary of Ste.t-e met Hr Barry in plenary 

luncb OIl 1 Peb~a.ry 198.l~ Tho •• present were : 

se-ssion after 

Secret4ry of S tAte 
Lord Govrie 
S~r Phil1p Noodfie ld 
Hr Brenna.n 
Kr Angel 
Mr £)'er. (FCO) 
Kr Boy. Sal tb 
Hr Lyon 

lItr Barry 
M.r oonlc.m 
Dr lCennedy 
Mr ~8eY 
Kes Hennessey 
Mr Burke 
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1. The Secretary of St.ate welcomed Hr Ba.rry and his colle&<]Ues. ~ 

was very pleased t:o have this opportun.1ty to resume good relations with 

the Irish Goverm1lent.. Be had Md a lo.nq private talk with IIlr sarry 

in the ..ornJ..ng, but: welcomed thi. Opportunit.y Cor • general talk OD 

any matters of CQIlDOn c.onc.ern. 

2. Mr Barry sa1.d t:h4t. the K>rnin<J ' s d1scussJ..0ll had been helpful. 

It vas importAnt. for hilll and tbe Secret.ny of State to get to knov 

each other. The re ver~ .many topic. which they bad covered . but he 

vl- hed to e-pbasise the importan~ he attached t.o t~ 0lC Govel'Ylll'ent 

doinq what it could t o h e lp the SOL? i.J!lprove t~1r ~s1 tion in the 

~unity and the.1.r confide nce in the face of the Sinn P in ch.allenqe . 

lte h~ also for. qood wortlo'1 r~lationship betveen the two 

Government. cmd at official level with a view to aakin<J political 

progress in Northern Ireland and u-provinq the pre&ent unsatisfactory 

situ4tion there. 

ftncount.er Or:ganlsation 

). '11w Secretary of St.ate sa.id that he h~ it would be po8s1bl~ to 

make early progress OIl the e*tabllshnent of the Encounter Or<JanisatiOrt. 

S~r David Orr · bad provl.1opally agreed to act a. t~ British Ch41rd4n. 
" 
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Be hoped it voo1d be possible for : t:.he Irish to respond to u.e paper 

settinq ou~ t:he Olt view of the Organisa tloc' s de~lopDe.nt which had 

been 9iven to the Irish in January 1982. 

4. Hr 8a.rry S<lid that they bad yet to approach _ poss.1hle Irish 

chairman. He ·'WOu1d certainly look a9aill at the en paper, but he 

would need to discuss it with Ms collea9~s .in Goveru.Jrlellt before 

t:aking it any further. 

5. In discussion, LOrd Govrie said that the Brit.ish J'r1.sb Association 

were waiting to find out about the future of the Encount.er proposal 

before decid1-ng on their own future. Hr Donlon said he did not see 

E.ncounter replacing the 8Th. Dr kmnedy .!laid thilt the boped the 

BIA and Co-opera t1.on North might be able to assist in estab11sh1n9 

the new organisation. 

6.. The Secr@tary of State. sUlrlD.ing up this part of the discuA.!.on, 

said that he did not .rish to push the Irish too bard. but It: seeDed 

t.o us that it would be possible to make relatively easy progress on 

this proposal.. If an Irish chairman were identifled. be and 

Sir David Orc could get t0gether to consider t.be operat1..On and 

ob j ecti ves o.f the organisation in lIlOre detail. 

Pr! Min isteria l S~it Meeting 

7. The SecretAry of State said that the Pr1.me Minister ADd the 

Taoiseach would be meet:inq in the amrgins of the European Com'aunl ty 

sutlllJrt1 t in March in Bonn. lUs own view was that the meeting should 

not be too lonq. It should be aiPwed at re-establishinq a C]OOd relation · 

ship. "h~ t1..a1.ng of a Pri»e Ministerial swarrit would depend on tbe 

outcome of that meetinq, and OD the possible t.iming of tlM tJJC General 

Election. 

8. Mr Barry a<jreed that the Taoiseach YOUld .be able to forD a view 

on & future s~it after bis meeting vltb the Prime Minister iD 

March. He would expect the next sutmnJ.t between tbe two Pri.- M1.nisters 

~o be held in Dublin. 
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Soc la 1 [)emocr at: i c and Labour Part;y 

9_ Mr Barry sai.d that the pos1.tion of the SOLP vas a cause of . 
concern. Re boped the rm Govern.ent could f1nd ways of bolB~r1nq 

the SDLP, particularly in aArq1.na1 constittlencie8 "her~ t:bey had . 
10st ground to Sinn h1n. It would help 1f Mlnlsters refused to 

JQeet _",hers of Sin.n Fein: Ministers in the Republic would have 

noth.ln9 to do w1.t.h those who espoused t e -rroriSJll . It. would help 

also if 01C ltin.1sters could make concessions on constituency matt.ers 

in response to SDLP representations. The . att:er was urgent, since 

the SDLP post tion bad to he stren<jt.hened before the next Ult General 

Election. 

10. The Secretary of State said that be appreciated the SDLP'. 

difficultie... rt vas Dot true that Sinn Fe1.n represent.ativ~ had 

ready access to Ministers. They had he~ seen by only ODe Minister 

since the Assembly election5. and that was on a constit.uency matter 

when they had fo~ part of a wider de le9a t1.on. But ' Sinn Pe 11\ put 

a 900t! deal of effort into COIIIDW\lty pol i~ics: and the SDI.P did not. 

While particular const.1tnency matter5 had to be considered on their 

merit..s, he vas ready to consider any p ropos a ls which u.e SDLP wished 

t.o put to hiE. He had accordingly invited M.r Hume to draw up a 

$hoppincJ list, vJ.t:hout. connitnent. Re had yet to receive this. ~ 

would also be shortly Jaeeting an SDLP de1et]ation t.o discuss public 

expenditure plans. 

11. In discuss ion, Lord Govr1.e s llid that be had b a d an early ~tin9 

wit.h Kc Ma110n on security matter.. But the SOLP policy on abst~nslOll 

frOlfl the Assembly did not in h1.s jud~t help t.hetIl effe<:f:lvely 

to represent their constituents. or their electoral prospects aq~lnst 

Sinn Feln. They had yet to develop dJl effectIve ~iaa for 

brlltql~ forward their repre~ntat1ons .. 

12. ftr Barry s~.1d t:h at he accepted that his vlev of U1t lIlinIst~ 

meet1.ng Sinn Feln representatives bad been a misconception. But 

Sinn Fein were repr~sentInCJ that: th~y were acting .ffect:lvely for 

their con8t'ltuenb and t.h~lr electoral pro.pect. vere qoOd. The 
" SDLP di.d DOt hllV'fJ the saae ~(K"'Our$e to ille<,:ral finance and found it 

dl~flcult to keep up vi.th the con.&.tituenC)' work.. .. 

-)-
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11. concludlnq t-~.ls part of the d1.~ussion. the SecretAry of St:ate 

said that: when he bad last spoken to Hr "~ he 'MS IIIOre optiJD.lstic 

about the SDLP·. electoral prospects. ~ appreciated ~ need to 

help the SOLP, but Kr Burae's speech at the party's annual conference 

~ had not belped. ~r bad his reported effort.s to deter KC o •• us.ioners 

l fr<a vilSitin9 ~he Asseably. There vas no truth in the sugge.stiOft 

tha.t Sinn Fe.1n were ~tt1-ng from the Government. what SOLP could not. 

He would cons.ider further wne the.r there vas anythlnq more ha could do 

to help the SDLP ' s posi tlon, and he invited Mr Barry to do the same. 

The Unionists 

14. The Secretary 01 State n .oted that some nnian.ists ..".re .intent 

on breaking up the Assembly. Be boped the situation vould itltpro~, 

but relations between the Officia.l Unionista and the Speaker were 

very poor. At the root of the difficulties vas t.he fact that. the 

Assembly elections had broken the .ould of Unionlan in Nortbent 

1reland. The Official ~nlon1sts were havLnq to learn the hard way 

that they were no 1.0f:lger in the IIlajorl ty_ 

Assembly Security Ccnmi t.te6 

15. In response to a quest1.on by Kr &rry" the Secretary of State 

said that it w~a likely the Assembly vould est.ablisb a security 

~ittee - It vas non-st~tutory and would have no official ~rs. 

One advantage of it vas Lhat: 1.t: would prov1.de an out.let for those 

who felt sUonqly about the security situation. It vonld also enablf! 

h1JD to see t..he cormn.i ttee less publicly in Stormont: Castle rather than 

malt inq publ ie s tateme.nts to the Aaseabl y, A .S be had bad to do when 

it was first established. 

16. Ptt Barry said that he was concerned t.hat 

become a UnJ.onJ..st fOnal for ~ f!xpression of ·uninfon.ed attitudes, 

partlcular1y an such IMtters 4il.S extradition. 

17. In d1.scnssion, Lord Govr1.e said t.hat there VIl5 no foundation iD 

t.he SUCJQ8Stion t.hat the estahlisl'aent o£ a Rcurity c'OPiA.ittee vas the 

firat atep on t~ roa.d t.o devol.in9 security to NOr'tbern Ireland 
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politic.1ll1ls.. The le<jislation waa quite clear that there could be 

DO devolution vltbout widespread cc. "O.D.it:y support. Itr Mol.yneaux 

recoqn1sed this. ant! therefore wished to change the Act. Yha 

SDLP did DOt: aeea tully to a.ppreC1ate the1..r ~r of veto. 'they 

would have been 1n no ,danger had they joined the Assemb1y or l.ts 

coaarrl ttees and inde-ed 'fOUld ha\"e beelt able DIIC)):~ effectively to 

represent theJx C'o1lAun1.ty. 10 the .int:erests of &!5siating ~ SbLP. 

however, he SBf]gested that the Secretary of State might inv.1te the 

SDLP to a meet1.ng on security shortly a~t:~ any ~tinq he bad with 

the Assembly security CC d t. tee • 

18. M.r BarX"}' confi~ that there vas no prospect of the SDLP 

jo1.n1ng the As$e.Jahly. nut be ~rtook to pass on Lord Cowrie' s 

sll9gest.1Oll to the SOLI>. 

ExtradiUOIl 

19. Hr BaTry -.aid that the 1916 Act: vas working well. Be did not: 

~ that: the present arr~nts:required significant amendment • 

. 
20. In diSCtJ..S!li.on, the SecretArY of State acltnowled~ that. the 

1976 legis1ation vas working better than it had or191.ftaUy _ But & 

number of terrorists were st:J.11 ~le t.o operate fram the ltepub11e. 

It was bard to justify that the Irish bad not yet signed t:.M 

European Ccmvent.iOR OIl t:he Suppre .. lon of Terrorism. 

21. Lord Gowrie sa id that people in the North .tlS~ted the Irish 

of protect1nq those who hall c<W&1tted offences in t.k>rthern- ICeland. 

The Irish GovernIIIent had been prepared to t.4ke f1O\ 4'ttC'Uon A<JAlnst 

t..erroriats, and it VAa DOt c~ear tdly they cavilled at extIaitition. 

Action OIl t:h1.s would ha~ cons1.derable sicptificaDce for cbancjing t~ 

attitudes of people in ~ North. He wondered whether it: afght: ~ 

pOssible to include th1. issue in A generAl exa.1naUon between the 

two Go~ts of security aa.t:ters. 

21. Mr Harry s.ald that the iS8ue also ~ sYJlbollc significance In 

t..he South. ' l:t. vas feared \:bat ~le would be returned to the 
" interrogAtion bechniques once ~rated .t Ca.tle..-gb- ExtrAdition 

-5- / .•• 
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might be negoti~le. but only aa part of 11 ~jor a~ p4Ckaqe 

of ~sures. rt would not be poSsible to act 00 extradition in 

advance or in isolation. 

23. Concluding t.hia part 0.£ ~ aaeetin9, the Secretary of State 

and M.r Barry . Agreed that this needed furtbe-r consideration. 

Anglo-Irisb R~lation& 

· 24. Lord Govrie asked whether the Republic had consJ.deced if -J,.t 

saJ..9ht be posalble to allay Unionist fears in t:he lQartb by • fira 

and blndin<j recoqn1.t:ion of their post tion. !'bey were vorrled aboat 

bein<J taken over. and the majority guarantee only held as long a..s 

t~y were in the -ajori.ty. Be did not consider it in the int~rests 

of the Republic to seek a uni tet! Ir-el.and if it container' 

~ VOC\ ~p-roua and hostil~ Unionlst Jlinority. He bad in mind not 

just ~oal c1tlzen$hip but an arraD9~nt: vher~by Brt-lain would 

r~! .:.ai~ it deqr-ee of sovereiqnty in order- to guarant~ nn~OIli..st rights. 

25. M.r Barey sa1d he vou1d need to 9i ve a good de.l of thoua-ht. 

to thi.. The present. ainort.ty in the North had no such, lJllilrantee 

from t:~ . ~epublic. 

Other Mat te.ra 

2'. In COIlt.inued d1$CQSsion the follow.1.n<J po1.nt:. were ~el 

(1) Border Roads: M.r Barry said he would like all border 

roads re-opened to brinq cosnmunities across the 

border t.ogether _ The Secretary of State said that 

the a-onnt of cross-border aovement of goods and 

peopl~ BU9gested that the closing of roads was not 

a partlcalar handicap. 

(1.1) Sy~iIJI llrpo.rl:: Hr 8arry said that they were anx1.ou5 

t.o secure the use of sydenhaza Airport for Avair. The 

~ole .~u.bliDg block .a. pro~ldinq a customs presence 

~ 
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at the airport. Be hoped. the $ecr-etary of State · 

would be able to resolve this ..,.1th his Ministerial 

oo11eaques. 

(lil) Meetings of Attorneys-General: The Secretary of S~ate 
, 

sa1-d t.b& t . he did not cons1der such a MeeUncj needed 

to t)e arranged qu I ck 1 Y .. 

(Iv) Klnsa.1e Gas: The Secret~ of Sta~ aa1.d. tMt it .was 

inportant: t.o make early progress cm this project. 

Hr Barry said that Kr liruton would be ... t:1.n.CJ Hr Butler 

OD 3 February. 

Conclusions 

27. The Secretary of State and M.r Barry aqreed the tenas of a 

stat~t: to the press (attached): Hr &rry said t:hat he woul.d be 

briefing the press After the meeting. bu't b~ did not intend t.o 

go into de~1s of what they bad discussed. 

2SJ.. Th~ Secret.ary ot Sta~ said the he looked forward to Cl 

further meet:inq vith Mr sarry f bat it: would be necessary to ':OIl$i~t care

fo l1y the tiJd D9 of the JBeet.ing r and its agenda. Be invit:..ed 

Sir Philip Woodf1.eld to discus. this fnrther with Jtr DanlOll. 

29 Mc Barry agreed. B~ sa.id it was 1.IIlportant not to raise false 

hopes of what: mi9ht. ari$e from t.helr meetings. 

'1- NI. 4 it"

~I 
J " LYON 
Priv~te Secretary 

1 February 1983 
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cc: PS/SofS (L'B) - M 
PSj)l1nlst.ers (UB) - M 
PS/puS (LaB) - M 
PS/S!r Evar~ Bell - M 
JCr Brennan 
Hr Bourn - M Hr Gilliland - , ~ 

Hr An<]el Kr Abbott 
Kr Merifield - M Mr Blatberwlck - ~ 
Mr Buxtoa - M Hr Boys Smith 
Jlr Doyne DitlMS - It Ms D~ 
Kr Burn. Kr Eyers (FCO) 
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H£ETING BEL WiEW RR PRIOR MD IQ. BARRr 

'I'be secretary of Sta t.e for IIorthern I re laNl. the rt ban J a.t'. Pr tor 

AA today .at JIr Peter Barry 11). Mlni.tee for Foreign Aff.lrs for 

(the Jlepuhl1.c ofl I:re'laDd. at the Northern Iral&nd Office in London. 

The occasion was the first .aetlnq between the ~wo Minister. wbo had 

a cordia1 and vide-r4D9 iog exchanqe of views. 

2. They agreed on the desirabl1 ity of close co-operatioJl between 

the 2 Governments t.n .a.tter. of CQJDDOft concern 1.n the political, 

ecoao-tc and security f~eld&. 

3. Tbe Secreury of Stat.e for Northern lreUmd vaa accc>"IpUliad 

by Lord Cowrie, lIinister of State at tll.e Hortbern Ireland Office. 

ana the ~y ~. joi.ne'<1 ove.r lUl\ch by Lord Bel.&~ead. llinisUr of 

State at ~ Foreign and eo..onwealth Office. 
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