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. NCORA : STATEMENT IN THE HOUSE OF COMHONS BY SLX;R.t,rARY OF STATE FOR NORI'HERN 
IRL.LA.ND , Rr HON JjlJ1ES PRIOR, HP 01 KINCORA CHILDREN ' S H01E AND RELATED MATTERS 

As a r esult of intens ive police enouiries 5 penoDS in posi tions of responsibili ty i n 

Ho~es and Hoste s fo r Children and Young Persons i n Northern Ire and have been 

sentenced t o impriso~~ent fo r sexual o ffences agai ns t those in their care . 

At th~ conclusion of the tr "al s I se t UD a Committe e to inve stiga~ pas t managemen t 

of the Homes an d t o make recommendat ion s f or the future . I also said tha t the7~ we~e 

still some outstanding matters being pursue d by the police . Three of t h e members of 

the Commi tte e hav e since said that they felt unable t o take par t unti l all pol ice 

enquiries were completed, bu t added that they "lOuld be glad t o serve on a Commi ttee 

afte r tha t . 

Th e cases ha e aroused widespread disquiet in Northern Ireland and have been accomDanie d 

by allegations or suggest ion that there ha s be en a cove r up t o pro te c t o the r guil t y 

people f r om b e i ng p r osecu t ed. It i s b ei ng urged that a publi c judicial inqui r y should 

investigate these and similar rumour s . If such an inqui r y did disclose ne'Y! criminal 

o ffence s it would i n th e process hav e made it i mnossibl e f or an offenders to be 

nrosecuted e i the r be caus e i rnmunit i es had had t o be given or becaus e th e publicity which 

t he disc osure would have re ceived when the evi dence was given i n a publi c inquiry 

woul d mal<e it impossible t o fin d a jury "'hich would not b e seen a s prejudi ced . It i s 

essential t o hol d t o th e principle that allegations of criminal activities are 

l vestigated by th e Doli ce and that o ffenders are dealt wi t h by the courts. 

The_ Chie f Constable has stated that furthe r investigetions are being pursued vi gorous-y , 

that i t i s the duty of any p erson 'Y h o has evid en ce or informat ion about any relevan t 
• matter indicating a cr ime t o come f Or\o.fard immedia t ely an d assis t th e po l ice in th e 
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certainty that i t wi l l , be fu lly i vestiga ed. He has also announ c ed ha t he has 

requested RH Ch~ ef I nspe ctor of Constabulary t o appoi nt t he Ch i e f Constable of an o t he r 

force to investigate allegations about the way in which the Police have conducted 

t heir enqu i r i e s a nd in a ddi t ion to ha ve ge neral overs i ght o f the continuing inv esti ga tions. 

In due cours e he will fo rward a report to the Chief Constable of the Royal Ulster 

Constabu ary an d the conclusions wil l be mad e publ ic. I am p a cing a copy of th e 

Chief Constable ' s statemen t i n the Library . 

I do no t propose t o re-constitute the existing inqu i r y into ,Homes and Hostels fo~ 

chi d~en and oung persons, but the need remain s t o in estigat e the failure t o id enti fy 

earlier ma lp ra c tices in som e of them , an d t o examin~ and assess present pol ici es, 

urocedure s and prac tices f or thei r administra~ion. In th e c i rcumstances , a ft e r th e 

, current po lce investigations and any consequent criminal proceedings are comp ete , 

I intend to appoin t a Committe e with a High Cour t Judge a s Chairman , sitting in pub l C. 

The terms of reference of such a n inqui r y and th e powers it mi gh t nee d cannot be 

detern1ined unti l the resul,t s of th e present ":'nvestigations are kno'ft"Il . Bu t I a m 

anxi ous that there should be no lasting caus e for pub i c disquiet that the truth ha s 

no t been ""holly discovere d . The powers o f the High Cour t t o compel the attendanc'e o f 

witnesses and the production of documents can only be con f erred on a tribunal annointed 

under the Tribunals of Inquiry ( E idence ) Ac t 1921. Because o f its wide ranging 

inquisitorial powers this Rouse has traditiona l y been wary of approving the 

appointment o f a tribuna l under the Act . In cons":' dering whether there is need for 

such a tribunal I will take i nto accoun t both the ""idespread concern about thi s affai r 

and also th e views of this House and th e recommendations of the Ro a l Commission on .. 

Tribunals of Inquiry o f 1966. 

Meanwh i e , as soon as e iden ce of ma nract ' ces cam e t o light i n 1980 , steps were t aken 

t o i mprove the supervision and management of Homes and Hostel s fo r children and young 

nersons. This process is continuing vigorously , and my Rt Hon Friend the Se cretary 

of State for Social Services is making fur~her exuert advi ce available t o me. 
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