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Hle Itef: In 1/93/36 

ROT! OF A · IIEETING OF TIm POLITICAL DEVELOPIl£HTS GROUP: 

0~~ : 
(0 1"0 L- .1/11

. : ~ 

~AY15 IilOVDIBEJt 1982 D StoRNOtrr B'J9SE 

'!'bose present: 

Brennan - CbairJaaD 
S1.r: 8 Bell 
Mr lkRl.rn 
Mr .Angel 

, M.r Buxt.on ( f or part o f 
aeetinq) 

JUs a Davies 

·Kr ~ Ditma.s (for part o f 
IIee t.i.ng ) 

Mr lterifield 
ar Abbott. 
J!Ir Boys 5 • ..1 t:h 
Mr J a ckson (for part o f 

, e ting) 
tis . E.lliott 

1. Ilr Brennan recalled the qenesis of the group, as set. out. by 
, 

PUS in his aim:lte to h1a of S Haved:>er . '!'be Assesb.1y·s progress , 

the election i.Jl the Republ ic: o fIre.land and the possibility f r oa 

, next. year o f an election .in the Uni~ed Einqdoa, .sueant that it 'iOUld 

be difficult to chart a consi.stent. pol.it1cal course f o r the Govern

wmt. :It -..cu1d therefore be especially hsportantto pool Belfa s t. 

office expertise in ooul rlnq advice f o r the Secret:ary 

o f Stat~ 0 a r anq.e o f iB&ues; ~1 g-roup p ro ropria t e 

an I t 1 not: he e eat 1::0 i1_ . y ~t:t:ecs 

n te res , w t over e next f~ nths 

i.t coul inpoint r nslbllity for e ration 

o f a o f l.on e. concerns . 

2. Dr .8r 1d tha t the Go~nt vas to seeing 

the ly work f u lly. I.f p rOgress towards vol u tiOil ~re t o 

~. , S rt1c t.i.on vas n eoes sary . atnst t his policy ck-

g round. it: was f o r cons!. rati on e e r re s anything which 

the Go~t could or should (and referably wi thout a ntagon1sinc; 

the aniatal to enco1.llCl.qe e SDLP to take their seat s . It. vas 

f\ • . t ·t.A-)At 
t, r\~ ;-U} ,_ r·! i l 
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worth 1deD:~fy1Dg' . tllbat concessions to the SDLP alght have to be 

ma.d.e .~ . att8llptlng to est..laate how. atUblde.s a1¢lt be Affected 
~ . 

by t:he election o f ~ d1ffe.rent ~rmDellt ~ the ltepuhlic. 1fbe~r; 

the GoverDll'Sllt: · ou1dadopt. a pos..lUve ro1e or vail: on evenu 
< 

4ur.ing the C"'QMing l!lOnths hould also be assessed. 

3. In dlacuas1.oft 1"t. vas arquad that Arn]lo/Irlsh relations had 

been stable - even .if in a aega tive f:Oen.se - for the past few lDOOthS. 

A new 9OYeXllIIIent . particul.arl.y one headed b y Dr Fit~ra.ld , vcutd 

ehan<;e t:b.1.s J 1 t a1.ght 1nr:rease lnf'lQeD.ce froa Dublin on the SDLP , 

and therefore 011 the future .of t:ha kseJlb11'. ~ were two 

tra"teqies open to e Govermaen~. First, "1-t could seek opportnn

ities for qreater co-operation with the Republic~in the hope that 

gradual IIIOveaent vould induce a softenlnq of .t:ba SDLP' 8 oppos1.tlcm 
. ./ 

to the Assel!fbl:r I and their even tual ~c1pat:lcm. A second 11.ne 
.~ -

Dight be for the Gave~tto obtaJ.n ~~..nt vith tbe ~b)Js, 

on an . rtant packag-e of measures vh!ch "WDU..l..d direcUy corr.ve.rt 

the SDLP to ps.rtici.pati.on. 4J'he .ingredients of su package were 

u.no.lear, for "aspl ~ al l -Xrela Dd court "ght vell antagonise 

, 'the Unionists 1t vould attract the SDLP . This second 

strategy d risks . BUt 1t was .necessary to study the options 

before the of risk coul.d be as~. 

4 . \r'eEal s::embe..ra o f e qrou c::onsidered 'tha.t:. ~t. 

n 

r 

o/lr 
if 

·rthern 

after the 

e ffort 

r la t:1-on d to be pursue in its 
e~t polic:~ t -teJ:D prahl 

d and 

ever 9O~t were reh l<1r-n.!>.ri to office , 

y atlIrosphere e to r: .ene.rate the f.r 1. 

1. the last s ts . In . the 1 t.ht.s vas ill 

Nortl rn Ire • $t 1ate.re It vas pointed ut that ~ 

~:.o..r·tant f act.or in our thinking Sboa.ld be the stab1.11ty of the 

'Ie t. 1 s iqn.s· e that ' DO sing rty woo1.d 

9 11 j ority t:ha.t r Party ~s' 

y vould a e it. dl.ff cult. t;O drap u str eat 

to whidl botb Flanna FCJ.il and i.ne Gole1 'Were tt.ed. A DeW 

govert . th~ sort. o f difficultie s might not fi.nd it :to 

c: 1 advCUltage to seen to co v1th the tJi{ , 

- 1 -
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eg on the creation qf em, An91o/I~isb parli~t.a.ry~ . Although 

i.t ai~\t a~ta the 9ElMra1 ,idea, ' (it ~la not do ~rv1Se) , 
i t raig'ht find l.t all t:Do easy to renege lIIben~tJ()IlS 1]ot: to 

-
detailed points, ' eiJ on the grouDds that. the proposals di4 DOt. 90 

f a r enough . 

5. It vas Su9ge~'" that J.t 1t'ils unrealisti.c 0 consider what sort 

. o f package aight t.empt the SDLP to talce rt. in the Assembly . 

They opposed it because they s.w it as B Utdonist body . ~ change 

the.1r attitUde , it would be nece.s.sary to change til$ ..mole context. 

of the sembly , . ch meant angbg Aaq o/Ir.i.sb rel.at...J,.ous . :r~ 

would so he important t:.bat the GOV\'!rnment.· d.1d not umrlttinqly 

i.nteDs .lfy the perception 'that dle A&seabl.y vas a Uni.on1.st body. 

The screforthc:omfDg ita treatllent by the secretary o f State aM .. 
:u...-u.~rs • . t...~ ~rea!"~r tl'-.e d~-:ter t:.hat ~le ~ld consi the .. - - ~ 

1Astii:uti.G-n 1a .its prasent .fanA as ul t ima te ly acceptable to the 

Gove.r:maent. If t::b Unionists behaved in a reas onable and constructive 

maDner . the SDLPlld.qht: 1 eay that they ' vere only so doinq in 

order t.o t:.rap thea 1nto the Assembly and then rewrse course back 

• t:.owa.rds the res t10n of JDajorU:y rule . (On current as..eeSSlIIleIlt , 

the Un.ton1.sts. except Kr ol.yneauxts 1.nq of tl . WP I were likely 

t.C) u the Assembly construcUve1y in this i.ts ~"Olution phase , 

hut d1.fficult1ea lay over so that. tel's treat 
with ~"'" ...... over secarity especj.s.l y f 'any lo/ I r i ins t. i t u 1.ons 

~ l a r could ea 

a t the ~t 0tA\ to , 
iln.1on su ' stance) • 

fi. of ' actica.l it. neoes o 

to 0 the range of options 

pout o f the Gave 11.cy CD Anglo!!;ri re ations .. 

aight 11 have short-t.e11oations for' rtbern Ire 

IS elected i'aoisea £t.J.ght veIl an r ly e t wi. til 

at! 

a t ween 
,Dr t1t~d _ . d a1r 

e 

of S'tate (" 

ladi~ a nuSbe 

'. It. vas f o r co.nsider-

i.nit ti 

t.b& fo r .. 

i 

! . , 
, 

. . 
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be intended to pursue with the Government 1.f · he gained o£f.ice. - . 
He aight outline :sore in hi.s '-i_l~t pol.lCY ~ .~ Morthern 

Ireland . we ould be ready .a.t;hour views.. . IOnpre5entp1a.Ds , 

Dr FitllGera.ld intended U> be preaent a t t:.be Briti..$'h-Ir.ish b sociatic:m 
. . ' 

Conference later t:hls month iCb the Secretary of- State .Dd othe:r 

Mini sters were itt: teDding J • Bu~ throogbouJ~ th is work, it tIII)lIJ1d be 

1 rtan t to r emember the Govenament· s l ong-t:erIII political objectives 

in Northern Xre1and and also e dancJe rs of tryinq to derise too . 
careful it path of a ction; it shoul not be forgotten tha.t development.s 

WOil1d tog place siDll t:aDeously in the y .. 

7. SURll jng up this pilrt o f the aeet1ng1 H.r Breooan asked 

Mr Boys . tb to prepare it paper on Anglo/Irish re.lau.ons ~ . and the 

related question o f SDLP participation in the As~ly, whl.ch 

lIli9ht. .00 considered a t the group f S next meeting. 

that. the Gove~nt'8 post:nre would be slow but ~ and that. .its 

ai.m would to keep the Assembly ti.cki..n<J over 1.n a usefnl yew n 

v i out 

Acces 

8 . Xl: that the particularly sensit.i.1ft! questi.cm o f 

~~:ti.Q;j~y rs to the rl d be ccmsi aex:; d 

Sec.re ~ o £ State d ~eady sta 

~t.s would 

·pu))l.icly 

with 

S ' Fein A5.semnly berson constitue buS~a.8. -rhe r inci.ple 

not. 

Dut e ~..a.uJ~ 

over 7 

wor 
a 

~,~t: be that • Sinn Fe co: t.ituent sbou1d 

b y the Govenme.nt .eq aD Sf)LP constituen~. 

.in leb these lings CIa need DOt 

gen.ia.l . 

, . s t. o r Bleat: s about a variety o f t.ters had al..ceady . 

rom Sinn Fe1.n' · :to CJ.v1.1 RepreSent:at1.ve~., 

co;m.'landers. lre.a.dy been coa.cb$i by 

t o l to trea t with courtesy care , 

~ld 0 eX' Asse 11' B . Cl ' pos.iti.on 'as 

-
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( most ('espects s1-.Uar to ' that pf a · Depa.rt;me:Rt:a.l. pff1c!al, 

eq tmSS. . The..i.r pr8ct: leal bu.s1nea was ' carried out '~tly a t 

aeetinc,;8 . 

-
'10. Hr Ang'e l a r9ue<l on the liDes of ;his droitft before the ~tin9 

that t.he.r. was JJt.n>ng case . for ~at.iD9 sUm fein l ess favourably. 

In ract1ce fUn1.sters did not a ceord lIPs from different part1.e$ 
• .f. 

exact quality of treatlaent. Af discussi.on , however , it. was 

COlls1dered that t:h1s 1.1ne of t. <U.d DOt detnt.ct from the . 
s ic principle of not penalisinq ~e ci.ti.zen f o r the ~coeptahle 

policies ofhls el.ected :representati 

11.. Hr carron ' s st:atWi po-seG d been 

elected Parl.i.8.JIlIent on -an &nti-B Block- ticket: he was retnrn.ed 

t.o the A.s..sealbl.y for PSP .. :z:t s decided tha t i t would be unrealistic , 

Cind ptlC}i'UiJeS fir carr on va A PSP But: a d l rt.i.nct l should 

st.i ll be dra beble.en the tre.aUllamt afforded h in h is s t a tWi 

a an lIP and that givea h as an sseftlbly aan . 

Mr :&our rehea 12. Di scussi.o n turned to cce. s to prisons . 

briefly t:h arguments ga.inst pri.6Oll visits 

aeGbars set out: .ill J!o1r Jack son t s te o f 9 

by sum Fe sembly 

!klt"/eDi:)e.r, hi S ·of 

11 e 6 no of 11 ~""'~="'er t o 

e o f Sta e consi matte~ 

on t.ed s Hr 

qht. it: ., g1.11 ga . Until 

this rivi eqe. 

13. ~-=...:t of tir Ca.rron ld ~ ent 
f o r any thel ess it 'wonld 11tically 
di£f ropa~A~_a q i f t:. to \ii~dra Hr carron his 
exl~t.inq 

g'eneral 
d i scuss ther 

personal vIs1ts 
varran dIfferent Ee4 t . I t ight 

a 

off ce.r I to tb 

v!.Dlt 
1att.er . 

- 5 -

l a 

restr1.cti h owever 
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( 
dUfi.C\tl t , to c.a.rry co't by any b~t the 8)st $enl.or ' prison officers , 

voul.d have impl.icat.ions for visit. froll the representatives o.f the, - ~ . ~ 

other polltJ..cal pa.rties w icb_re stirring up t-rouble in :t:he 

prisons , and Vould $ti.l l be used .for propaganda purposes . 

14. It that d i st:.1.nctlons were drawn betvec:m seAibly ' \ . 

me!1!!DEU: S f o r a Vil r i'" o f r ea between those who atte nded and 

s e who did not , e GO'Ve t need not , reforebe hes1UJat 

about. d i sti.nqui$h iog in this aatter between S inD ' Fain Itrmo openly 

advocated terror!. and Aaseably rs iIIho did DOt do so .. 

Go rnment open to a success 

on the grOUllld.$ o f discr :nat 

Conv~tion) • 

e ther such oil dec s ion would leave the 

chal lenge y PSP f ore 

(o r any o ther g-rounds 

.. 

..... that , aga.inst 1';he back'JZ'OUoo o f t h is 

I 
d scussion , should p repa.re <i!- S'Ubm.i.ssion to PUS about: the 

, gfmer a l a.spects o f access to Government by S in.n Fe.1n a:nd 8r Bourn 

I 

ou separa t:e ion to the Secretary o.f state on 

e c:oap.1i.cation affecting v ls1.t:s: l'Il!leamthi e Krcarxon 

au 1 d s t:.al1 wi 1 a VA."'"" reason. 

1 .. ~ ~p'r~ 

ll.1ty o f seUU-!~ 

r -COD~ned . 

orter r 

Ev.tt 

1 7. 

t 2 ~NGvamb:er 

S~e.r;e ry o f S t 

~ the j/ 

e draft 

lt11f 

Mr K! lf 
l d .meet 

.# ......... .. ... ... ......... - .. ..... ~ ........ ... .. ......... .. .. .. . ~ . . -.... ...... ~ ........ - .... , ... ......... ... 
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bUlOniiiLtt.ed to Secretary o f S tate .• 

s irah e for 

e text t o. 

o 

States . 

o f e tel e 

ssa e to 

terUie .ld so 

etary o f Stat e 

co ve.r ti.ml 

r , r es1.d Offi.cer , tl 

r d said t h Ad it .in a 
. 
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t~ I \ ... :~ . . 
r 
h<* the Secretary o f State voui~ +cons:lder a pnIpOsa~ that o~ 

Northern ~re ~ . fUnls~ ea~ ~ should at.t;ePd the pl.enary 

si,oIi ~ 'Question '1' aDd that. ere sllottld be one ac1jourmaent 

debate, re to hy a Mi.ni.ster each ~ . .~ Secretary o f 

State had no eormi n t but indi cated tllat be would be prepared 
-

t.o consi der t:betically be se proposals i.f tJ ey were 

enerally aqreeabl e: "to the eaders 1.0 the S'eRlbly . I t was 

etgreedthat to accede to this ~st would raise serious dl.ff1cult1es 

about the Secretary of S . t e es acoountahility to Parl nt rather 

to the 11'. 'In addition, Ministers d ve no party 

support 1nd as y did in the Bouse of os could 

expect. to be '9 i ve an eJZEly rougb ride w1.th reqularlty .. 

1 .. 'rh Secret:.ary of sta bad g i ven DO t this :matter 

dUrl ngpar1ia.menta iXmSideration o f ' the orthern I relaBd Bill,. 

Be off. e lI:l.sters 9ht go a rom t. 

~iDe to plenary s of the ly for cllscussi.o • 

agre a t th1 re erence n8eoefi t o be cneC:ke<1 e%aCtly .. L 

Ce.ntra1 Secretar.1at ~"Ou:ld 

Secretary o f State,. which wo d 

to his fa1 1 inq in with Hr . If 

.of a. .be.1nq 1Dt.erpret 

tnt out the parliame.nt:a...ry object.ions. 

r ' s SU9gesti. and 0 t e danger 

overnmental step (;;O~~~ 

the re ti t on o f a. Uni.oaist ParI! n t . 

1 • co faren oe , .. 10/ . 9 r~latlon$d . 

:it .bas ~~ t tl Secretary of Stau 

nd 

lreJ.an .. 

f 

scr ib1.nq . Co~1 ~nt t s policy . 

Be o · CPt. a draft , i~ ld be 1 f 

ware any art eul.ar S ouid 

esh o f S 't..ate I t ~ 

to t e 

bo 

CCtm10n. prob 

t: q t it 

,T ' 

- 1 -

fiel ~ f cing 
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