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. DRAFT SPEECH FOR -BOOSE OF COIeDIS 

x beg to a:>ve that the draft JIorthern Irelanc1 Asa£~ly (Day o~ 

Election) Order 1982., which vaa la1d before th18 Boustt aD 14 

July, be~. 

Tbedraft Onier appoints trednesdar, 20 October as the date on which 

the election of .. hers t:() a I)eV Iiorthern Ireland AssHlably will 

take place.. The Asaeal:)ly VB$ diuolTed with effect fraa 28 lCarch 

1975 under SeetiOJl 1 (1) of ~ lIort:her:n Ireland Act 1974. and the 

Order, 1.£ approved, v1l1 be made under Section 27(7) of t:be Northern 

Ireland ConaUtution Act 1913. 

Aft.er -.any ho~ of $e.a.rch.1nci debate, thelIIorthern Ireland Act 

1982 is nov ()D ~ statute book. :I firmly believe, U I have s4id . 
before in this Honse, that the opportunity which the prQYls1on~ of 

this Act offer for the peop~e of Northern. Ireland. through their 

,; elected representative-sf tQ work ~.Qt a.ong t,beaselves at tbe1.r 

own pace arrangeJDen~ for an ~cc;:eptAble fOnJ of devolved g~"'ert1Xlent., 

must be 9r~$ped. But the Act does ~re than thatl it also provides 

the QPportun1.tyfor the AsaeJltbly u.ed1.ately to becoae IIlOre closely . 

involved in scrut1.n1s1n9 the day to day <}OV'erJUlellt ' of the Province. 

~d with tbe ur~t proble.N that fa.ce Nol;thern I.rela.od., it 1~ 

right that the voices Of 5o.rt:hern Xre.1and'. elec~ 

repr~enta.Uve.8 ~bould be h~ ~ 15000. as possible, nspons1bly and 

constructively deha.t1.ng the ...un issues of the -.ent.. 

De.&pi te the doubts of SCGe who have spoken l.n tb.1s Bouse. I all 

convInced that the;-e is A grow1.ng expectation of,ancl a clesire forI 
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proqress iD the ProYi.nce. ~re has bee.n auch SpeculiLtion about 

how the Act v111 vprk out in pract1ce. But we aboUd now put a~h 

speculation behJ.Dd as aDd turn our .und~ t:o put.tiDg the provlsions 

of the Act int:o effect at t:.be ear11e$t reasonable appQrtun1ty _ That 

iii why the Go~t bas decided that the e1ectlOQSw the Assembly - . 

should be hel\i in the aut~. ~ choice of 20 Oct.ober 1s desi£ued to 
strike a 

Palane.: betveeD allCl¥irl9 suf"lc1ent t..1ae f~ the Chief Bl.ectoral 

Officer and hi.s .taff to prepare for the electi.oa and the Northern 
QI1 the one hand I . 

Ireland parties to CUIJlWrl.gn effectively after the hol1day season I 

and avoiding the a~n>ach of t:he winter pn:lod ,,~th its l1.Jaited 

boUrsof dayllght, the risk o~ bad weather and usoe1q.ted ~iqt 

problems t on the other. 

We have decided that the electi~ shou1d take place on • Ifedn~sday 

- li.ke ·local. ele.ct.tons in Bortl)eni Ir~l.and - SQ that the countlnq . .. . . . 

of votes ·1vh1.ch viII be a.lenqthy proc4!S4 1n Ute larger COIlSt1-t~nc1es) 

~ be completed before t.he weekend. 

A,s bon MeDbers know · the e~ect.lons will ~ p1.ce CD the basis of 

the present 12 parll~t.a~ cc;matituenc1es and wU.l ret~ an: 

AaSSlbly of 78 IDeJltbers.. 'l'be Order aettin9 out the election tiJlle

t.ble and the ru1~ for th~ conduct. of the e~ect;.1on will be aade 

thus provittlnq slilflcient ti:me fOf" 

preparation by the ~lec:toral staff and by the puUes. 

Z commend the draft Order to the Jlouse .. 
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