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fir BlathV"wicK 
PS/ Mr Alison (B and L) 

f1RS .r..U~"'I CE KEN~""EDY SlffilVER 

cc: 1'1r Blelloch 
Mr Wyatt , ~ 
l'1r Jack son ~ 
l"Ii ss MacGlashan 
Mr Harrington (L) 

1 . ~urther to my minute of yesterday·s date on this subjec t 

Niss Moreland confirmed today that the Minister had agreed to meet 

Mrs Shriver and her son at Hillsborough at 6 pm on Sunday. Arrangements 

for this meeting are now being finalised . 
"ill' 

2 . PS/ r1r Ali son has indicat ed that officials need not be present at 

the meeting and that t he Minister will not require any special 

briefing . One point may however be worth considering prior to Sunday . 

If Bobby Shriver succeeds in making contact next week vrith the fami"lies 

o:.t- t he hunger strikers (as he apparently wishes t o do) he may we..L. .... 

pass on t o them his impression of the Government I s positi on a s derived. 

f rom his meeting with the Minister, and these views could obvi ous y 

l::' .Lter through to the hunger strikers themselves and hav e s ome bea i n s 

Oi ... wheth er or not they give up their protest . Natural l y t here is n""' 

question of our using the Shri vers as intermediaries, but siY.Lce --;:ley 

I'Toul ~ be taking the ini"tiati ve themselves in making contact '\ '"itl: t~:e 

.' arc "lies the l"'1i nister may well feel t ha t we" sh ould no t overl ok 1;f1:'S 

P ... 0 .l..uni t y of registering our message (especially vi a a r e B"ci Vt~ l~:' 

·l..he late President, whose memory is much respected i n Iri s h Ca-cho..l..ic 

ci r c les ) .. 

3 .. Accordingly, l1r Alison may wish to draw on the points in the 

a-c' ached note (avoiding any suggestion that we are commissio ... in'-~ "ch 

S' rivers to d eliver a message) if J.i rs Shriver or her s on ra~ se "chei -

i :n:c'" nti on of making contact 
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'POINTS TO BE GOT ACROSS TO Th~ PRISONERS -
.... ,' . 

" . ~ ' , ,' 

1 . There ' is 'noth ing . to be gained by d ying. , 
.. ~.: . , .-, .:.' ) ,-

· 2 . ~ ~':, 'HMG , as Mr Atkins .. ,in'dicat,e d in his 30 June 's taterrrent ', \'1i.J..1 " 
'.:: not make any ~ . c:hanges under the. dUr'ess of a hunger-strike~ 

~ . : I •. ~ 

~ . 3~: , ',.' If the " h'unger-strike ends . "there is scope for further . 
. ; ,deyel<?pments Lin the prison regime? ' though this improvement is 

. ,.', not something that can all be accomplished overnightil . And 
. there is . no question of changes ",;,hich would ' mean a special status 

.. ·'. f pr anyone, or surrendering control t o the prisoners. 
".. '.. - .. • _ 4 ., ~ • • 

... ~ ... , 4. : ' The hunger-st rik ers are being manipulated 'by the Provi sional 
. leadership who are losing nothing .. by encouraging ·the suffering of 

., .. ... : others. St atements are put out . in . the h unger-s t r ikers v names in 
... . drafting \oJhich they h ave 'played '''no ' part. , They are no longer even, 
:". allowed to choose their own legal ',advi sors. · And their famil ies 

'ar,e kept in thrall' by the PSF. _-

. . · ·5. ~ · ' Time -is ri'ot on the hunger-strikers v or the Provis ionals 
',-'side . }~r Atkins' statement h as been welcomed by the ICJP, the 

, Catholic Church, the SDLP and by 'World opinion. The onus is n ow 
. ::' . seen to 'b-e on the hunger-strik ers ' to make the next move. Th ey 
, . will n o t be .l'etting doWn their -comrades, those ",rh o nave d ied 

:.others in the prison, or those outside. It is by giving up tha t 
'j some thing can be achieved. An humane p rison regime is there :for 
\ the taking . ' . 

6. Nobody needs to give up ~lone. It is quite c lear that all 
,,~o~ those at serious risk of dy~ng realise they will do so .fo r no 

good reason -not · even for fame since nobody now remember,S any 
name o t her than that of SP]\Jl)S. The world's press is bore'd by 'the . 
hunger-strikes and by deaths. 
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~ 
Mr BlatJrWiCk )../, 

PS/Mr Alison (B and L) 

cc: 

MRS EUNICE KENNEDY SHRIVER 

PS/Secretary of State (B and L) 
PS/Mr Patten (B and L) 
Mr Blelloch 
f1r vlya tt; 
1'1r Gilliland 
I1r Jackson ~ 
y~ Harrington (L)* 
Miss Thomas (Central Secretariat ) 

Mr Coulson (DHSS) * 
* with copy of Miss Moreland's minute 

Miss I1oreland's minute of 1 July refers. In my view, there is 
every reason to advise Mr Alison to go ahead with the meeting with 
Mrs Shriver and her son at Hillsborough on Sunday. Through her 
ffu~ily background Mrs Shriver is an important representative of 
responsible Irish-American opinion, and this potentially valuable 
oppor~~ity for the Minister to give her an informal but authoritative 
statement of the Government's position should not be passed over. 
SIL agree with this advice. 

2. The reported desire of Mrs Shriver's son Bobby to visit the 
famil ies of the hunger strikers is solely a matter for him: it is 
not for us to arrange such an encounter. The meeting with ftt Ali~on 
would however help the Shrivers to put in its proper context any 

subsequent contacts with the families. 

3. I therefore recommend that Mr Alison's office should go back to 

fJTJ.I'S Greer to finalise a meeting between the Minister and Mrs ~lri VPI 

and her s on on Sunday. 

~ 

->Rfh - -:. ,j. L..eCA~ 
S J LEACH 
Political Affairs Branch 
2 July 1981 
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LONDON COPIES BY r1UFAX 

Mr BlatheTIlick 

, /U4 ,~ 

~.,*- ~n 
I fl,.r- ~ ~ fAr 

ollw ~ ~('..J tis . ~ 

1. At the Garden Pat'?ty at Hillsborough yesterday Mr Alison '\AlaS 

approached by I1rs Evelyn Greer ~ Director of: Regional Serv'ices for 

the National Society for f'lentally Handicapped Children and Adults. 

Mrs Gree~ informed the r-linister that Mrs Eunice Kennedy Shriver, 
a sister of the Late President J F Kennedy,wQuld be visiting 
Northern Ireland on Sunday next (5 July) in her capacity as 

President of International Special Olympics. T{-rs Greet~ v{ho is 
Chairman of the North ern Ireland Special Olymplcs Committee 

has been asked by firS Kennedy Shriver to arrange a programme 

for the visit and to include in the programme a meeting ,-Ii th 
~ 

Mr John Hume and a tour of Belfast;. rJrs Gre e.1- asked fir Alison 

if she could also arrange to bring her to meet him sometime 

on Sunday a.fternoon or evening. The f"unister w'ho is Duty Ninister 

this weekend agreed in principle and suggested an inform8~ 

meeting in Hillsborough Castle over a cup of tea or a drink. 

2. ROvlever, when I telephone d tlrS Greetr- this morning re the 

timing etc of the meeting she informed me that r~s Kennedy Shriver 

had phoned last night and told her that she wa s now planning to 

eArtend h er visit to Northern Irel811d and to stay until Thursday 
9 Julye She would be accompanied by her son Bobby, a 26 year old 

law graduat e who ha s eA~ressed a desire to visit the families 

of the hunger strikers during his visit -to Nor ·hern Ireland. 
J:.LrS Greer stressed t hat sh.e would not be inV'olve d in such a 

visit, she said tha t she sari iiI'S Shriver~ s visi.t a.s a major boo s t 

to Northern Ireland Special Olympics a..nd would endeavour to fill 

the programm.e -va th visits related to he r \>/ork \!d. th the 11enta.lly 

Handicapped . HO\tJever, she did feel it would be helpful if the 

~rinister could meet rrr's Kennedy Shriver and he r son sometime on 
Sunday afternoon. 

1 
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3. Before any firm plans are made for a meeting I would 't"le l come 

y O"Qr advice and als o the views any of the copy recipient s of 

th~ note may have. I understand that Nrs Gre eT has already 

informed t h e Pre ss Off icer in DEBS of t he proposed \tisi t. 

-JJ L ~(;O~~ 
H E 1'10RELAND (r1ISS) 
APS/ I1r Ali s on 
1 J uly 1981 
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cc: FS/ SofS (B&L) t~ 
PS/Ylr Patten (B&L) tv'i 
I1r Ble l l och 
Yu'" "ltlyatt 
11r Jackson"/ 
I1<~ Gill ila:n.d 
11iss Thoma s - Cent Se c 
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