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TEl,EPHONE CALL FROM DR ('J....\RRF.T }-"ITZGl:RALD 

Or Ga rret FitzGerald, the n0w Taoiseach , telephoned the 
Pr1me Yinist e r at 1800 yesterday evening. The 1 i ne ov(.~r which 
the conversation took place was par tjcula.rly bad, and I am 
a fraid t hat there we-r e per1o<1s \\'nen Dr Fi tzGerald \f;l ~ inaudible, 
but I think that I have pieced together the essentials of what 
he had to say to 

After thank tng the prime Yl nisler f{)~ her inessa.ge of 
c.ongratula.tIons on his a.ppointment ItS Taoiseac.h t Dr FttzGerald 
said that be was looking forward to co-operating with the Prime 
Minister And to continuing the lL'Ork whic:h she had star ted wi th 
his prede~essor. Nothing but good could come trom tbis process. 
Tbe Prime Winister said t.hat there were now Tcgul&it" bilateral 
meet1ngs between her and the Taois~ach and the next one was due 
to take pl a ce in London. On the a~sumption that Dr FitzGerald 
wi shed to continue with t hem , she ~as rea dy to try and find a 
('.on ven ient t irne f o r the ne xt mee ting. but she had to ,,:arn him 
tha t the present moment was fl very busy time for her, as it 
~8 no doubt for him . Dr Fit. 2..0 e ra ld rf:plied that hl"! ",a~ anx lou~ 

to ave on to t he next bi la t eral . m{·(~t. i ng a~ :soon ~s appropriate 
and as soon a s it \tllS convenient. He bad to pic k up the reins 
in Dublin. Bu t he hoped that his office a nd t.he Prime Mini ster's 
could agree upon a da te for a meet ing. In the meant ime he was 
a nxious to have an e a rly word '\t'i-rh Lhe Prl~ \.IiI') i st~r Oil one 
part icul r matter, tbe H Block situa tion. He had seen Sir Leon a rd
Pi gg about it earlier in the day, and there 'ere tw'o points he 
wi shod to pu t to the Prime Minister. First, speed ~as ~ery 
1m oc t ant. The hunger strike which had ended last DeCember 

·had been reso l ved at a very l ate sLage indeed, 4iod he did not 
believe tha. t this wa y o f proceeding could operate af:!ain on this 
occasion . The work wh ich ha d been done alrea dy sbo uld be pushed 
ahead. He did not know the detai ls of the {~ont~c t~ bet ween 
the N·orthcrn I re l an d Otfice and 1:he Irish COfllr'n i ss ion for Justice 
and Peace, but be believed that the Corom i ssion ~'er(~ \\-'ork 1 ng 
along useful li nes. The second point tha t he \!\un ted to make 
~s tha t the C~ission Rhou ld have the o pportunity to e xpl a in 

t o the prisoners in the a ze hat wa s propoS€d so that the re \lia S 
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no misunderstanding. He hoped that if the Commj~sion could 
be allowed aCcess to the Maze. the prisoners would end their 
protest on the basis of various arrangements ~hjch be bcljeved 
w-ere desirable in order to improve their condition5. 

The PriJD6 Minister said that Mr Alison had <llre a dy me t the 
Commission and had had a useful exchange of views \d ttl t hem . He 
could certainly ha.ve another mce ling with them, although be 
probably wou ld not be able to do that in the next t\\-e nty-four 
bours since be would almost c e rtainly be attending an i J.lJportan t 
debate on Northern Ireland in the Hou!:>c of Commons the followin g 
d a y. Nor could she agree that tbe COO'.m 1 $Sioo should be allowed 
to meet the prisoners. Prisoner5 we~e allow(~ to see only tpelr 
relatives, their solicitors and their priest.s. If t.he Commission 
were given access to them. 1t would look as t.hough they were 
acting a.s intermediaries in a 'uegotiation between tile British 
Government and the prisoners. and this \\.1l.S something which she 
could not accept. It remained her earnest hope that the hunger 
strikers wou ld end their protest. and sbe thought that the state
ment issued by Nr A.tkins the previnus day mjght be sufficient 
to encourage the f ami lies 01 the prisoners and the clergy to try 
to persuade the hunger strikers to end their protest. 

Dr FitzGerald said that be saw the difficulty of letting the 
Commission have access to the prisoners, but he hoped that the 
Prime Minister would be prepared to consider further her position 
on his request. Another meet 1ng between Ur AI1!->l)n and the 
Commission would 'be very helpful but it would peed to he held 
very quickly. Friday might be too late: he wa.s conc(.~rned a.bout 
the deteriorating condition of the hunger striker Mc.Donnell. 
He wondered whether tbere was any possi hi 1 i ty of Wr Al ison 
meeting the'Commission lat~r that evening. _ 

The Prime Minister said that she did not believe lh~t Mr Alison 
should rush into a meeti ng a 8 Q\tl ck ly as that. She Wtl U 1 d, hou'ever t 
see bow soon a me-et 1ng could be arranged but she had to repeat 
t hat she tbought tha t Frida y morning would be re3.$ona.ble. She re-
i terated her hope that everybody would urge all the pl-isoners 
on hunger strike. to e n d their protest, for to continue it would 
be a futile waste of their own lives. 

Dr Fft ltGe r a ld concluded by saying that the Prime Mini ster 
did riot have to convince him ot tha.t. He wa s grateful to her 
for agreeing that Nr Alison should meet the Commiss ion again a s 
soon as possi ble. 

' .~ 

I am sending copies of this letter to Stephen Boys-Smith 
(Northern Ire l an d Office ) and Davi d Wrigh t (Cabien t Office). 

1~ 4!Il'J, 

Brian Fall Esq., 
Foreign and ComIDonwcotllh Offi ce. 
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