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VICE PRESIDR~ BUSH 

In response t.o your request of 26 June t I attach a dr"ft of Ii 

personal letter 'Which the Secretary of State might send t.o 

Vice President Bush in Washington. 

I under-st~nd thet the normal crill 'WClvld be for you .... 0 f C,l'"\\,uro 

th~ l etter. via the rco b3~. to the Ambassador in 'fhwhington 

·under flying seal", so that he might send it on unless r.~ sa", 
Grav~ o.bjection to doing so. 

J. A. ~rARSHAll 

3 July 1981 
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statement 
V1c~Presldent Bush 

Copi~S to be ~Rt to 

(Warne t>f SiRsu:OI1· . 

I was delighted to have the opportunity of meeting you last week. 
I undertook then to write to you sbout the Br1 t1sh Govel"'rllrlent' s 

InS.in concerns in Northern Ireland. L You kindly undel"'took to ensure 

that this letter ".laS passed to President Reagan. _7 

Otl)"' policy on Northern Ireland is both pragmatic and found £.-.d on 

certain principles. It 1s pragmatic in that we deal with the 

existing situation. ~~ it is, not as it might have he~n had past 

history been different. Ireland 1-~ parti tloned. and has been tor 
60 years. Northern Ireland is part of the United Kingdom. The 

t~o sides 'of the communIty in the North ~ divided in their political 

aspiration~. Had the politicians ot 60 - or even 100 - years ago 

behaved differently, the situa tion could 'b'e ll be different today; 

but we have to begin "With things as they a re now.\\' Our pol icy is 

founded on principle in that we seek to be €'ven-hn.-qued ana just 

in our attitude to the 1; million UK citizens who live in the Provin.ce . 

We fully understand the desire of those who l ook to the hope of a 

united I~land, an a.sp iration wh ich they are fl"'CC to pursue by all 

t.he l eg1t1!Jlate means available in a iree and democrntic society. ' 
~--" 

Equ~lly. we unde rstand the f eelings of the J!ajori ty \IIho cling 

u:>naciously to their connection with Britain and the Crovm. We are 
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~ prepared , agaIns t the will of that ~ajority. to move towards 
Irish unity. This is n~ more than a si~ple recognition of the 

political f acts of lite in Northern Ireland. Sclf-detet-mina t1on 

1s a widely acc~pte.d concept.. Chang& in the st~tus of Northern 

Ireland needs the consent or its inhabitants. Nor docs the British 
Government believe it to be part of lt$ proper role to try to persu~de 

1 million of its Northern Ireland cit izens that t hey s hould become 

citizens ot another country. It is tor those who espouse that 

cause - in Northern Ireland or outside - to persuade the unIon.ists 
'there that unity with the Republic of Ireland ... .'QuId bQ in their 

best interests . 

Seme, I know, see this as unduly protecting ruld favouring the 
position of the Protestant population. I would not accept that 

view. Our eve-n-handedn~ss is clearly demonstrated by our refusal 

over the last nine years to set up any kInd of devolved ad~in istration 

. in Northern Ireland which doe s not have the a c c e ptance of the Catholic 
minority. The experiment of a power-sharing Exc:cutive in 1974 was 
b rought to an early end by extreme Protastaf1t oppo!:>ition. '!be 

unionists would like us to revive the devolved system - with a. 
permanent unionist majority - ~hich prevailvd for 50 years be~ore 
1972; but that we ~ill not do, since it would be totally unacceptable 
to the C8,~'J.olics. Any system must protect the position of the 
Catholics, and we are not prepared to return them to a continuing 

Protestant doml nat ion! Hence the conclusion. which I expounded 
in the House of Cocmons on 2 July, that in the absence of r~reement 
a.."Cong the loca1 political parties 'de cou ld not devolve executive or ---
legislatlve powe rs, but would se0K to in.volve Ul::;tc rmen .. t in 

responsibil ity for the Provincets aff airs by sotting up an Advisory 

Council. I enclose a copy of the relevant extrac t from tD.y speech 

'Which provides a fulle r statement of wl12t we a re proposing. 

I know·-there 1s also deep c once rn in the US about the hunger ~trikers 

in the Maze prison , and the iru:reased te.l:sion and viol ence e;u"ising 

f !'Oill their deaths . It 1s s ometi mes al l eE,cd t hat the Bri tl~h 

Covc rnment is l ettlng roen d ie just for leiRnt of a N':'tvHnp.s o to m.1ke 
alinor am~n~.illts L"1 prison c onditions. This is r: gross distortion 

of the t rue situation. FiI'!1t , the str1ker-s have I';'peatf.'d 1 y stated 

that ~llat they want is tfpolitical stattlt, U as e mbod i t.u in five 
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dt'mand~ t wluoh add up to a recogniti on th t they should enjoy a 

specially lenient reg ime bec ause the y claim that t~eir crime s -

murder, attempted murder, bombing, a.rson. wounding - were politic ally 

motivat ed . To conced~ this c laim would be an i mpJ.ic lt l egitimi s a t 10n 

of t erroriSDl .. hlch no responsible government c ould cont emplate (and l 
no government in the western world has p resse d s u ch a cours e on 
us). 

FurthermoN . the c ampaign in the prisons is simply an ex tension 

ot t h e Prov i s i onal. IRA's c ampai gn in the PT-ovince 3t l a r ge to fDake 

Northern I rel and ungovernable , force the Brit i s h t o quit I a."1d l eave 
the inhabitants at t~ mercy of a parami litary force which ~ould 
then seek to ove rthrow the Dubl in COvBI'nment and set up an all

Ireland ~i11tary dictatorship. Aga i ns t this background we are 

'bound to res i s t the mor al blackmai l of the hunge r s trike - el.thQugh 

we have continuously made it clear that. we remain ready t once that 

blackmai l 1s removed, to i mprove tbe gene ral prison regime for all 

prisonerS; I 1s sued a full and c arefully con~ idered statement on 
this subject only a rev days ago , and I enc los e a copy for your 
information. 

I t there are any poi nts on which you, or Pres ide nt Re a gtJn. would 

like more explanation or information pl~3se do not hesita~ to let 
me know. 
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