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F~chru1ge 0 t .:~.B . 3C,-OO 

----_. - -----
P K C 'Thomas Esq., 

Our rderroce Republic of Ireland. Department 
FCD 

Date 8 April 1981 

HU1'-JGER STRIKE : LORD CARI~INGTON' S -----------................... ---..;....;..~~-~-~- .--. r\1EETI:NG VrITH 

Since Clive Abbott wrote to you on 27 r·1arch we have decided 
that it \·.rould be as vrell to include In the Forf:: i.gn and 
Common\\feal th Secretary t s brie f for his meeting next Friday 
vIi th Secretary of State Haig a short piece on t he hlliLger strike 0 

Not ol'l..ly will Sands have been on hunger strike for £1-1 days 
on 10 April, but the meeting 1.8 to take place on the d ay 
fol1ovling the Fermanagh a:nd S0uth Tyrone by~ .. e l.Gction .. It seems 
highly probable ther{~for'e tha t the matter \~!ill be raised at 
some s tage .. 

I attach a short line to t~-l1-(9 and an on1y s l i gntly longer 
background note \'!htch Vie ,,.rould be grateful if you could ?rrange 
~o I)~-S OTl to t"t)(iCOP re""-~on-l·'\.-"l ~ f'0,"\'~ T'·"t:ti -n c- +O (7'~+ I'·'(;)r> L~·O'rd \of _ __ ,::; ... .. CJ t.:, ~ - U IJ .. ;:j .• lJ..L. ';"" .... ",.L .1:-' 1...4. - ~' '' J-O '-' 0· ... >of ...... ,. '" ~ 

Carrington ' s briefing mater ial . 
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NOR'l'HERl'I IRELt,J~D: HUNGER STRIKE IN HAZE ~RA?OI~ 

Line to take, 

Vie cannot accept that those '''ho cor...m i t crimes for political 
motives should be treated differently from other convicted 

. prisoners in Northern Ireland. 
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rle wtll not negotiate on 'politlcal status I • 

'l'he Northern Ireland prison reghne ts fair and equi ta ble. 

We are al\'lays prepared to discus ~; improvements in condi tiona 

on humanitarian grounds. 

;?ackgr.ound N~c.e 

Over 400 prisoners ,in IvIaze Pr:ison and. 29 i n Al"'magh conti-nue 
to protest in suppor t of demands for tpolittcal sta-r.:1..1S 1. 

Four prisoners in Naze are on hunger strike. One of th.em ~ 

Robert Sands, has r efused food since 1 March (41 days on 
10 April) and i s a candidate i.n t he Ferroanagh and South r.I:yrone 

by·-election on 9 Apri l . None of the hunger strikers is yet in 

a critical condi tion. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

M 1 6~~~ 19St ., " ·f 9 Q 
~---'---------------HUNGER STRIKE: LORD CARRINGTON'S MEETING WITH SECRETARY OF STATE HAIG 

You requested some background material on this subject for the 

Foreign Secretary's meeting with Secretary Haig. 

"Northern Ireland Prisons Situation 

1. Republican prisoners are continuing protest action in support 

of their claim for 'political status'. This would involve 

Government accepting that crimes committed for political motives 

should be treated differently from other crimes and permitting 

such prisoners to enjoy a more lenient prison regime than others. 

At present there are over 400 male protesters in the Maze Prison 

(now on a 'clean' protest) and 29 female prisoners in Armagh 

on a 'no-work' protest. In addition as part of this protest 

there are currently 4 male prisoners on hunger strike. The 

first, Robert Sands, started to refuse food on 1 March. He 

has now been joined by 3 other prisoners. The condition of none 

of the hunger strikers is yet giving cause for serious concern. 

2. A recent development in the protest has been the candidature 

of the hunger striker Sands in the Westminster By-Election 

for Fermanagh and South Tyrone, which will take place on 

9 April. The election has ended up as a straight fight between 

Sands and an Official Unionist,Harry West. Sands supporters 

are claiming that a vote for him will strengthen his claim to 

political status and will force the Government to concede on 

this point, thus bringing the hunger strike to an end. 

Line to take 

3. The Government's position is that the present Northern Ireland 

Prison Regime is fair and equitable but that it is of course 

always prepared to consider improvements. However, it has 

remained adamant that it is not prepared to negotiate on the 

question of 'political status' for prisoners, whatever the 
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form of protest action taken. The Government's position has 

the full support of Parliament and is in line with the European 

Commission on Human Rights' decision that prisoners are not 

entitled to special status. As far as the election is concerned 

CONF ENTIAL 



2 

E .. R. CONFIDENTIAL 

the Government has not made any public comment pending the 

result. However, there is no reason to think that present 

policy on 'political status' will be changed even if Sands 

was to win." 

AI> fYla<-~r' 
A B MacKAY . r 
PRB(l) 

8 April 1981 

cc lVIr Blelloch 
lVIr :Palmer 
lVIr Jackson 
lVIr Buxton - lVI 
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