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Thank you for your letter of 28 February in which you recnrd 

s ome of the point;s which you m.ade d uring our r.o.eetin[~ on 18 

lTebrtlary and regist;er. your concern at the possible consequ.ences 

of a second hunger strike~ 

(a.) the kind of mee ting that you had mind might 

actually serv~ to streLgthen the hands of the 
tI 1 e ('3d e r s !1 Itli thin the 

t heme. 

(b) The prison authori ties Dud the Gov~rnEent do not 

in fact re~ui r0 tha t R pri soner be deprived of 

following t he authori ties i initiAtive , 96 
1)'f'i ~;one:r:s accepted clea";.} cells andfurni"ture i n 

t he rate of loss of re~ission halved, and the 

addition of an eX.t :r"D. p B:C'cel pe~c rG.ontb .. iJ:hi s 

reduction was notified t o all p~otesting prisoners 

h3ve given practical, , and public, exp~essio~ to i t. 
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This scale is curently being appl ied to all those 

prisoners who have stopped fouling their cells~ 

So far as leisure clothing is concerned, I am afraid 

it is simply not the position that the prison 

authoritieri refused to allow the pro t es t or s to wear 

their O\>ln clothes because the lat ter refused to "\lsar 

prison issue c ivilian garb in \-Jorking hours . As I 

said 1.n my statement of 23 January~ the 20 prisoners 

in question refllsed .iI2kE_.....§i·li~ to take part i n Vlork 

othe r than that of cle an ing the ir O~l cells and 

receiving f ull- time education. In other words, this 
" 

group sought to bring about a situation in which they~ 

not the p rison authori ties ') de te:r:TIlined Whclt tb.8Y s hould 

and should not do; and their determination ~as to the 

effec t that they be rel ieved of 3.11 the communal chores 

f 
. . o . runnlng a prlson whicL 'r!OD..ld to 

continue to be spread among the balance of the 

popul ation while at the same time they enj oyed the 

privilege of wearing their own clothes6 

(c) While, obvious ly, I would pay close attention t o wha t 

people of goodwill had to say about the c ircumstances 

in which a h unger strike might be ave rted, and the 

protest ended, I had to pay attention alqo to what the 

protestors themselves said or~ apparently, allo'wed to 

be attributed to them. They had made it only too clear ___ ._._ u 

\ihat kind of status , and vlhat rind of prison regime they 

\vanted: neither V'ie:re matte rs which the GO'"rernment e.ould 

concede 

Cd) There was no dif ferenCt3 of subst.aDce between the tv!" 

statements VG ' refer'led to ... i:I:he poin~- 'flas stmply that OD 
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avai lable and thB.t prisoners ending their protest 

then would have to be issued with the old-sty le 

prison uniform.. The unde rtaking was t o provide the 

new-style civilian clothing as qlickly as poss i ble 

and, as you know, that undertaking ~N.as fully 

honoured~, 

As regards your final paragraph, I wholehearr,edly s har e :lour 

coneern fo r the innoeent in the comm.uni t::r .. I am bound to say s 

hoitJe""er ~ that I do not think you do ,justice t o the efforts 

t hat the Government has made over the past year towards easing 
the si tuati on i n the I18.Z~ and. A:cmagh Prisons ... :.rhis second 

hunger qtrike h as been entered' i nto exp l ici tly in pur'suit of 

an ob jective -- political status .~ which c ommands no suppo ~ct 

from. any respons ibl e quarter that I knO~1- of, and which the 

prisoners themselve s must sUT'ely r ea.lise the Government cannot: 

concede ... It is my belief that the great majority of the 

communi ty who b ehaved vIi th s "u.ch res craint and good s ense last 

autumn - !10t least beca u s e of .l~h8 example set by so many Chu.reh 

and poli t ical figures inside and outside Northern Ireland -

understand the pos i t i on very cle a:,e l J and. \'There the responsibi lity ' 

for it really rests", I t is my belief also that that sar e majority 

expec t the Government t o main t ain i ts stance no \~ to yie ld s ound 

prineiples in the fac e o f "<;ti olence., \1hatever form thc~.t v'iolence 

count on your support i n so doing .. 

h I" 

;;- " 
,:~~ ' , . ' -+ ~ :'-~ . 

r 
/ . 
, .< 

~ ". " i 
- r 

\. 

, ~-;-"'A 
• 4 ! ~ 

l'" .......... t 
" , , 
I 

.. .. 


	proni_NIO-12-121A_1981-03-18_p1
	proni_NIO-12-121A_1981-03-18_p2
	proni_NIO-12-121A_1981-03-18_p3

