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Tho meeting began and ended 1vith a generhl discussion ' about t he 

political F economic and s ecurity s i tuation in the provinc8o Tho 

S.£cr ~.!-8,£'y. of st o:te saie! that in hi s vie;; J::;il8 SDLr 1'Tere m2.ki r~g a 

r~ ,~. s take .by not engaging in talks on the poli ti cal and consti tutional 

position. .£1rchQisho'p OtI'j. aich said that he had an impres8.:"2n of' 

more relaxation a.nd co~operation bet,veen polit ici ans at a 100aJ_ 

. level. He recalled that he l'lad had the no\V' Lord 112Y'or of Bel f2.st 

and his 'fife to a gathering in the Archbishop I s residence at 

Armagh. He said that he ,-ras more hopeful of peac? and a good 

r1easure of positive co-operation t ha1.'l he ,'[ ould have beeT). 6 months 

before. 

Archbishon OtFi iich said that he considered the position _in the 

Maze was still fairly explosive. He was hoping to visit the Maze 

on Sunday. He had not been there since the 'dirt' strike had 

startcd. He understood the difficulty of m~king any sort of CO rl -
; 

cession but he ,·rondered 1'lhether it ~.,as possible t o mal-c8 a move :":1, 

say, not having the prisoners locked up in theil" cells for S"C.C}l 2~ 

t~_me or v;hether "choy could be allovred reading material or rClciio ~; . 

The S 8 cre ta~"L.9f State said that the prisoners Here depriving 

t hemCic lves of thef:>e privileges and he rec o..J.J.ed that cells hc.d ::) CeL 

cle aned out only a few weeks beforo. He said that so far as ho 

'~~~"' ~, ld ~~ec no concession \{8.S poscd.,blo on tho Government I s side. 

'-:,. to affe ct a man ' D ho 8,1 th over a lonG period hr.l.cl t o be 
t"'" 

·r i . t h () U t too 
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;.~: . i ~~ }: ,,0'.7 .( ;'~o ro ' Has no ("i r;n of 8. proble m ov c :c h e a lth yot In;.t h e: 

',';0 ' If. to C1".c1 t o r c c c~:.vc D. 1"opor-[; f i om the Arc h b j_ uhop a f ter h iD 

vi~;i '~ 0:: ~jl.i.rJ (;.atv . Th e Ii.:! chb :j . ['·~ l l () r ; s a j,d t h C"t s o far a~} h.o coul <.l :Joc 
,) . - ---_. -~-

tile pro J0 c ;-, J~ ·/ould. cont inu e on and on ·u.n.l e i~ [ ':; tho Gove r nment c ould 

f l tl.Q ;; 0 ;-;-,<:: i'orlTl of bait t o cnc()\,u"8E~ e tho p r i E;on8:ts to droll t h e 

·r;rct.;;st f · : ':r J:lncs s a id t nat th.8 issue ot' political s tatu:::; 1,1as 

c le ar CU7, . I ny sort o f con cos~) ion would b e an encou.r aecrJ1c~ nt to 

t h e pro t (~ ;~"'c cr 8 to c;o fo Y.' more until they h8,cl obtained ,full n~ld 

u r e quivo c :-.:._t.. poli t ical status . Th e A.rchbi i3ho 12 said that he might 

1) e mcl.k ine f:30 m e public comm ent after his vis::L t to the I'/laze 

acco r ding t o how he felt when he had seen th~ current state of 

the prison. He mOl'1+J· o Y'l c., r1 +'ha+ 1"'1 "' C' 'Y' a l"'<"e' ~ + +V'AV ,-/ v ~ L..L. \,J v.. v .. .L- V ..L J,.. _l... U ..... v \..i V(.. .. __ U meet Gllsty Spence 

h ad been turned d01-<Tn. · rr he Sec r Gt::>vI'V o f St a t e said tha t he kne\{ 
---~~----

that he had hoped to meet Gusty Spence but that must be a matter 
f~ ... 

foi'-the Governor to decide. He did not know what view the 

Governor had taken of the requeste 

T'he ArchbishoD said that he had received the draft Order on ------'-
Hom.osexual Lavr Reform$ This 'vlould probably be discussed by the 

next meeting of the Northern Bisho ps and their vievJs '\,roUld be 

reported to the Northern Ireland Office . 

. -..... --

The Archbishop said tha~ he had seen Monica Craig 

Armagh~ Her condition ' seemed a little improved -

more talkative. 

last 1'leek in 
", 
she had been 

The Se c r e t a r y: .. o f Stat e l~ entioned 1 }'A ... rtA a nd the Archbis hoD s a id 

that tn at h a d \'lorked out be .J;:; t cr' t hem h e hClq. e xpect e d. According 

to ~GPorts he had recei.ved from peOI)le in South Armagh 1 PAllA 

had seemed to lean over backvlards to establish better relations 

'vI i th the; community • 

. ~ ".:; /L"' cLI) isl1clJ DLlid tl... 3.t 1-: e :t2....Yltc cl t o r;~c nti on ..Jchc Cp i.3 0 dc '1h ore c;. --------------... ... --' 
·' :> :; 0 ~'t h ad b eon' c a rri e d i n n c of f i n bu t, he di.d not 1.'!q.n t t o rn8.k(~ 

~· "-r" ' o:C :L t beC Li.U E1 0 ho unde r stood ;th;at no .... o n e h au been i.njured. 

i-\8l<.: cc1 tho GO C CL1)out the 
-.... " ..... ...... 
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(,~ .i lC A"I.'Cl' oj .. ::;hc,;/ r ;~~. : ~(; d the quc~:;tion of lone; TeIn8.nds in cu utoc1y . . 
.I e; '\·,o;~cJ.(;r· cd " il:c~}H; l" (, .. nythinr; could b l..-' don~) to i:;ho:ctcn t ~lc period 

tl 8.t IJ(;oplc "fe r'" ~'j c J. c1 on rcm~.:. nc1 . SOlll e people in Lrm:JGh and. in 

the ~'.D.Z(7) h~.<.d b e en. Le lcl for p8r io d[:; o f 'up to 12 rnonth~~" (j~hc 

80 C;."o t ;:\T r of S t ~J,tc ~;u.i cl t hat there w'as a revicnr 0 :[' thj_;J in h and" _. - - ----... .... . ~~~ ~- -_.-
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The Archb i s hop ra~ sGd the Amne sty tntcrnational Report but said 

that he understood that it was HO'Il in effect · sub jt.ldi ce be c ause 

of the Bennett CorM .i ttee and he elid not expect the Secretary of-

State to say much about it. The Secretury cir state explained t~e 

background to the Re port . The Archbishop commente d t~at whatever 

sDrt of Commi ttee Has set up there would al,\'lays be a suspicion 

?-bout vri::at Amnesty Inter11ati.onal had alleged particularly ¥-Then it 

affected one side of the cowillilllity. 

In conclusion, the Secretary of State outlined all that the 

Government had done over the las t 2 years to help the miY10ri ty 

co mmu,ni ty and emphasised the clesirabj.li ty of members of 't he minority 

comnnu1i ty join ing the securi ty forces and , in particular, the RUe. 

'rhe Archbisho p said that he sti11'·-savl it as 'unlikely tho. L the RUe 

'Hould be accepted in some areas \'li thout some form of structural 

Cll&"1ge. He regarded policing as a big and continuing pl.'oblem. 

He vIas glad to see so many of the tOvrDS opening up Hgain though, 

thi s ,had not happened completely yet in Armagh \Alher e he aS3LL1Ued 

there hud n o t been a big push from the trades people. B~t in 

general thGre was more normality and relaxat ion, more cnt ert uinmcrrt, 

peo ple we re more prepare d to go out at night and there seemed to 

him to be mol" C friendliness about the community. 

J6r(to 
J G J!IJJd~ NG ~\ 
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