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IV JUi6<ll? ~,t ~pree~ntatiyee (It th~ Inter-national C()Jl,.~t.te-~ of the Bad Croe-.a 
, t 

8t 1~tm c-!l 'nl\2;!"Me..y 23 .1ul.y iu St<.')t·1gkVt Ca6t~, prior to theil' deyaM:\l.re fro~ 

M.r l..ll s.on 

t·h," In 0.11 0"".1\ 

Dr Veoir 

tH aJl \irl gh t 

.. 

Hr Sch l'~idt 
.... ...... , 

Xr aJ.-.apd.-d 'V-a'utoYi 11(' 

to ~ettle the hunger .etril(4t 

it\Y...rt ~.nc& to t:hs Fri~:;l;;;~r~ tll ey f(:lt the! I'rt!$t diBC\lBB it ~ Em.,.~ \,"{'<l". thl'ry ha.d 

quickly c~ntl url~d lh~t a Bit~~tion of tot&! conflict ~xistec ~~d that thu1 could 

tiot cOi1\;rib; .. t~ 6.rryt JIir.,g in hr-,il:t"! 01' n~5'..:rti~,tion. HO'.,,;ev~rf they Wer-$ prGI:.ar~d I 

on l~~?.:.w tl»"lM g:r~~1e1 tol''C!'lt e r tb" fr<---\r" e-&ain. T'ney h3.-:i concentt.<'tted ror 

the 1"6st of t.heir vitdt <>n p:d_ ..;,~~ conditions.. Th(OiT 'd.eits to pri6'Ons h~d. b-;>en 

. ~ ~"''!d', ~ r,-- f r .. ~ \; \ ~'l~~ f\. III 
tJ ~ l"l ,,<" ~Jl. I, L", . ~;~t(>fd \.\ d ...t L~\i Bt. boo 
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,6-19 J..uy 

~ JtD.y 

L1 July 

l2 July 

t--b.ze ( R ... ·blocks a nd ~\Ulds) 

Crw.u.i n R",,,,d 

Ar1M.gX1 

I4agil U ga.n .... " 

excell&nt co-Qperetioll fr.oa the pr iocm kuthoritiea, who h&d gi'>"en th eta e>1l: t.he 

fa.ciUths th~ Z'"(tqd.l'eod ~.nd - e:o 1r,ryl>rttmt point for the'" - h(!;d left tlH':ll tre& 

to till to p.r~no-r6 withou.t lJ!fi trreesea. The I~ d61et;l1.tion ple.nJi8d to r-etnrn 

to C"4'neva that. d~ M~ to ~it$ t h ai.l" report.. TiHty empb aE.rise-o tha t it yonld b~ 

an ~bje~th'" r-ep¢rt. 'Uleir b!~ W"S 8 Dot to try to CO!:j.'I-$.N prisOn conditione in 

ctitCe:::-e:nt f~-t" of the \fcrld; c.i'UCh c~ig;o-no c6uld not r-eeli6ti" F.i lly htl \Wde. 

Mr g.......hfrtdt \;(';,nt on to ~~tU tt1th OOIli>.! Bpe-dfie points arising h-o~ ths lCx-(;'8 

rltdta to ~rleon$: IY.)~ ve.ra pointe; lIthich he just '«ish~d to Utentio~ t ....nUB on 

othel"6 he- h~ Ciu~rhs. 

.. 
"'. ~-c~.ljrydJlS bloc..\:s. 

}. 

Ml'" Schet.idt &ckn~blleds~ that IJ"Um;! deprl V"atio-n~ :i n the non-co:d'onring 

b.lo.cka \£~re e~lf-intlic::te-d. '1b.e- pri8Ocn~re; htlJ:""6 had re!\.l..S-,;-d to talk to 

tht! l.~ 'lbe:- hQd lM.intai!l~d th~t theh'u~er strike vas the oTel'rioing 

ie.8"U.4 ~d th!\t their dtltentioll conditione: \o'8re 1.rrel~\'ant. 'i'he rene had 

hot tb~rerQ~ Won able t.o t~ &J;CQun.t of the ril!""'~ of the pr-1 eo;().~~ in 

~if1g their i!'e~~nt .. 

'&« l~ tbo~*,t tba.t h~rl.ng t~o p!'1~oner-a ~r ctlll in the H-block~ cl!..~(!d 

8C~ p.Nbltl-~ in the le-<;n;-n..tion rooms, bElcsUGe there was i!"lsufficiMt £i~ce. 

rut; ~M not t() Efh.y that· th~ pri6-0~e:rB otlject~d to Mb.ring their ¢el1e~ 

§3~$'! t l S::1! 
~i'i Icr..'C hAd b1::en 9tl""'t~Ct.;; by th.e lJumb-er of raQu~st5 for $eSTeg~tion. for 

l'"GloO.fJopa of per-sontU ge-curl t-y. 'l'btJ"Y felt tbe.t l.oyruitlt. prit'-\lnvt"~ l.t(:l'"e 

~al11 e.tr~.J.d vi 't>ti1ni in thG trluor-it.r \(hen the hun&er strike ended.. l1H" 
~~1 "..r 

plefl..9" for ~gN-gati(HI c~..nin pAl-ticularly !row PrOt.CSbHlt St but f'~'w&...e, alL\() 

rai~~d by t.~p-\(.blic b..ns. It MI1. (3;Ce,r.o<!l.y ru--iser. b.t l.l~~ gh. Tao IeRe (<cc-e,..-"te-d 

the politic!'''')' i~or-h~~ o! tho ~u-... e;Lion of sJ:gl.'t:S'<'!tion and thu i"'-~:""I'1; 6.n ca 

. of L-.a:.intsUning (o~trolt Q~t ~undfrred if, tI'OQ & b\lY ........ nit!l.rl$tn point of ri !' ~rt 

inte graH.on ~a..a r-,,~,1.1J' R. e,-cod thing. Id.r B).'lI"lloch il &<ced if th~ lC;~ had 

!or·li.!~ t .hc it::PI'I.'H'l.aion th~t the prisoners -va..,":ted f;sgrt't:"t!tion at all ti t: i.·e, 

.... 2-
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Cit' j UBt \o:h~n tb~ W~i'$ in the ir \1ingB' . 'Ih~ rene thout;ht the ge oer-.;>".) d~Bil"f! 

\tllS for e:.a thorough segregation 0..5 pO IL", i bl~. Th-!!re ""a.s l.\ f tiirar that conflict 

eo~J.d e.riao ~t an.: th:,~ . J.t Ct'"'.J.l'.ll in Road, pri6:onero \leI'<!!' not enjoyin.g 

~cr~!t.u.t1~ e~eT! dl;rJ h-&ett\U';" Loyalists Md Re public&:l!l cho!H~ not to ~x. 

'1'h~y prate~d to ~t&.1 in t hlii r cells and take recreatiOll .. c-n a1.tel"tlAti'V@ days 

with t hair own group . Mr lUell-xh poi nt-e-d put that although tho prifJDr.e rs 

olai~d that th~ir f'0ae~n tor l~s.nting (>~gr-eg8ti on '.oI(a6 fe~r, in f act thifl 

Idgnt b-G eo..n EPttt~ for try ing to tJ;.>tintain l!l pa.rrucilHtU1' t co~..artd· 6tnldu~ .. 

1I0'rI eV"Gr thOl"'e 'Ior'ti:N$ adr.rl. n1 !tt~tive &fs well C~ political difficulties - for 

exa~p10 the qUG5tioo of duplica ting !Qcilitiee. 

~-int$ proc~~~:r! 

~ lCf;'C hlt.d had ~~ .§ppl"Ct.!:Lches Btrout thia. PrisOM!'"s ... ere 8fr.!dd of 

brinsing eo~laiuta tor r&~ of being charged ~ith ~~ing fa16~ el1~gat i0ng. 

hi GCtn rilh e --------.-
~~ 1(;00 thought th&t pris.enere. t:Jtcu.ld have- re&6,ils flvailt'l.ble t(> th~1li copit's 

• 
ot :C";,tlt)tJ find 1'~s~ation8. Th~y li.tn~e1'5 iO'-od f:!;;Om 50ltle GO\>ernors that an f;' ):t r-e.cl 

~a!3 t -$ ing ~I""~?R.t-e d fO'l" .... tne prit50n~5 t liIld they hopad that Ul l IS could be 

htwten&d. 

!he Ic.t~ M.id tl..&.t th"" had b~e:Il ltrlonis..~ed to find that life ,s,e nt~Jl\ce p-ri&on. 

era eould not tun+e- lesve. 'They had hear-d mAnJ" c{)~nts during t.heir vlr:;it 

aoout the crlh~b. t()r decidir:g on ",,-,'J~th*r til" not it should ~ &llcw-ed and 

on th6 length or the ~:r-iod in\'ol'f~d. Ir, lXtrlic:ulru- th~r@ ... e~ SO~ life-

~~ntenc~ pri~'~nel':5 in D-.. "in:g of lXllftlBt pri&Jn _ho \Jere ful~- c01)to:n.;:;ing~ 

and c~ai~d t..1;~ h~d t'-er.h~>~~ d aU clttims for poli ti.cal 5ta tns. ):(r Alie;cll 

t;xplcln$d tJ.t&t )jo~~ly & prlBl:>neI' on c02>!~s6iQnate ho~ l6b:"\'e ~uld be 

~~or,e.d by a ~~i&on officer, but in ~ caseB a ~ri50n officer eotud not 

EO to thG pril>oner- 8 locality he-c$.\l.se he It'ould be e:qx)st'd tb a 5erioua rjek ~ 

of a.~I!>~1~'ition. 'fherefot'e ouc;h prisoners h~d to be t':!.llo~¢d out On tr-ti~t. 

YOI'll li'f(! t'ie-ntcnco pri5:0D:"er the tt':l';pt2ltion to abl;cond C\:iUt:;t be ~Dorroo'U!S. W1C 

too i} .... \'~h frtrtdn rtJu.ld be pl8.c ~1 On thl'f tnlut involv-ed. J..1 though e.bu!'J !'I of 

co~~e.$i~nste ho~~ 1~~v6 ~as ~ar~ (F~11 ~cauge of tbe di6Cit~in~ i Sp08ed 

by tilt- par~litru-y o.r'6".l.'n.i~tio..'1s) ~ casu o! abuse 'Would put the fe.ir-ly 

Hberal Ng1~Q at risk beC 8tln~ of Hie preasUJ.~s of public opinion. But 

t.ll~rQ '\f.!U~ no inhnti on to. W rloe.'VIl-.'\tic ~bout thi s 1 S~; there ve.3- a need for 

bal.t!:nc& tt~ d JHdb't';~ nt. ~.{r Jl;\.ck&~n pointed out thst on CHI. the Nort.hern 

-~-



~ecel.l~ t; O he COJls.eioU8 of this. 'lba Go~ern t::r~nt had for s. l ong: t:1:il0 

grttFple~ tdt.h th~ ru~.ti3' of Ufe a:~uteo-C"¢' pri8o~er!.'! not (x>ir.g ttllo'J'f @d 

l~A'N) . and the d~.c;irrl oD linti1't ~ erbitr~.r ttp to a }'Y.iint.. R~C\.S.CW1~ t or 

~fusins ~e t..ve could not btt given. and. by Nttusing one C B.e-~ and ellorin,s 

anoUH r tbe &utborUies ~tl"Nl li~ble to bd accus-ed of u.nfnirne&G on e'.~ct;. l"..ri :!1 f'l .... 
groundS.. It h~ to be rel!';;~reb~~ th~t li fe ~6nt~IlC!?e .... ere i~:,>&cd. tor the 

IiJOBt horltic cri~a and th~re 'lfould b@ a pvlHicel risk in ~11oL.rin~ tr.lcn 
• 

prlson."l"G l ~a?'e . fio\!-e...-or. the 1>oint ~l'l.d.t: b,- the lC1tC ha.d alr-ea d,. biJ f":n given 

74 ViB1t~ e%-priront..!! 

!n~ JCRC &sked ~b-ol.rt th~ r~lo b'hich pt"6vente d ex-pr1M;~er8 trom vi l'> iti.f'.g

Fhon~r3 . E4'ld ~~~d i1 th&re could be 60~ flexibilit,Y in th e c~M of cloae 

l'~l8.ti va:Jl or trieud.B . t-'~ Jncial.on thought that incm c.h casf,s the rule prob~bl}' 

did not ()r-..err'lh i.D fif!J' <;8Ete. Mr Alison erplained nat the need for- this rul.<l 

W&S flot Dft s-t:-d on a f\W.d1l..~Il.te.l principle b:;:.t 011 pt'Ctct iceal Eiecu.rity con~idRr-

atione. ~ el~lloch ~oint~ out that ec~~tions of di&cri~e~ticn 

el)uld f'...rl.&4 in Cf: ... Ga-a where rlm.\s- ha.d t9. ~ N't'us~d because of <::ertab infor11r-.. 
&.tiOD 1'~4iv~d; t:.lh~Jlo:ltJ of \trtf3.irnesa coul:! be made which vould ~ 

1~8.Siblo to c-ounhr b0eauee the ird'oru:.ution c¢ul<i !lOt ~ rev~H.1e-d.. ihG'rE} 

lrould ha f!;f'av-I! ditficult1elS about AdJrltting to the pl'i&on u:-pri$ont1rs vi th 

terroriL1i't e.trili~ti¢.nth ~ lC£C $ppr~iatea thi G and lot€tr(j gr-e.totul to bear 

' the "othtu" sid6 ot the C1)i!J.11 • 

8. ~n~ for prl~:)n .ttC~ 

. The I~>C t-aid tb6lt they lu!.d r&C~iv6d '&a..1rJ" 8pprO&ch~s about increli.81..n.g the 

~ount }Y.dd tor p-ril!?O:l 1tro~, ~8 it was rela ted to hOil( Guch a p~1~er could 

~nd. l{r Jackf!:O!.! IScld th~t thif> !-Oint h t.< d. been ex.aminl!d - on Ii UK-l1i&e bs.s if 

.b-j ttEl K"\1 Cc.~lltt~et fmd ths t l-1orther-n lrel<tnd h$d to follow Gr~l1t Britain 

pt'{!.ctict... Tb~N ""~e no ~~~!S1bility of ever reachittg a r-e-a.llstic ~sa le",{;l, 

cmd difticultief;! U-oM o'ter, for e:x~plet troCinl MCurity ~~nt.~, but th&-

Mtl-dicru. PT'Ql'le;ion 
• « Gc:: .. ·-...... 

Dr R~$btlch eaid that ~d:tC'.El.l proviBion ill the prisona WaB vel'J SoW !l1id 

~nera.l~ s}>er-Jd.n.g he had no c.{)!\71!l.lnt. n,er-~ \fe~ occf!.sional pr"blee-~ Qr 

~ ? 

- ~dtdn1. ~tre..ticn s..od pRr'tic~.lfl..r Cta.5~6 in ~&ch pr5.san had been d1sclli~~td \<Ii til 

- tho dodc,l'" in. chtj"Se . ~e p.ro~le8i6 had be.1!Il ~l Mes and had bc~n de><'llt 

~ith. 'f'b6 lCRC wc.uld ~ k.~ S}jln& ~ r~cord of p--«rticul~r ~tientB ftD~ '5(-ou1<1 

likl!l tQ l;-s e th~ ~gcl. 11 "'h~~ t hfr.1 visitf'd North e rn I::-el&lld t\t $. !'\tt\U'O Gata . 

~-
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~!o-et of t h~I':H~ u .sa,a ~~re rraople vith ~dicL'tl pl'oble :t.1!I ...-hieh ..... ould 8.leo he 

difficult to deal rlt.h outai d~ }'r."i ~!1 . ~el"e h~d been e. compll'...int about C~e 

1n.dirld~.l dQ-Ctt>l"e; attit'Uda~ but Dr Slol;ltJ had ~.aid tbat he \lould follc1: thi& 

~. D-l' Veir &aid th~t h0 ·,,'.:m;ld \lIelto~ ans a\.i.&8~stio~8 which th{) !C?-C ttig'at 

han for Ch~~6 in :runrdn..tt th!1 prison ma'dic..'it ~~rvic@" . '::'''l1 ~.r Alieon 

f)nco\U"~~d tia& to e~ l>&.clt and rono~ )."1' ap~iric case-so. 

Dr Sch!tldt t!lsud that t bil JeRe ~:'>nld hop4 to be able to h a nd over their l"e):>Ort to 

the Govert~ut h. tl SO;lth.· B Ut~ . TIler had a1.~dy .explained the »Os;' tion on 

publicAti on , 1\!t thllt t he r~porl wQtlld 00 confideY'l ti £\1 b ut would becc~ tbe prope rl; 

or nMQ "'ho 'lto t .... ld. he, etltitl&d to p uhlifili it if they v1ehed. ,The lC~G 'Would. \Oicl\ t o 

b~ contmlted mhout }:'uhlic ~ ticm Ef.nid ~"u.ld vMt. pvbH (f;\tiOfl 1;0 b-e in full. Ofi to&! 

l'tu>tl c:tion of p'~blicity tor ti:eir rl ~it to }lorth@T'll lr~l8.nd, ther@ would bs &. ~gntio 

~.n tbe ~nt:hl;r lCrW bullutin, sj.ep.ly €;;iving dates of viRits and numbers of prt fi0.if: 

~~a. ~p!'ndi .n.g on the ~unt of PTes3UJ"e in ~ne'rGt th~I'e tcif,ht b", ~_ s.'1orl 

fact.\4!ll ad ho-e p:-e~ cOire'dul.C{ul 6trcl gbt a'tu:.y .. 

'l ~ • 
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~ ~ 
M:- ilieon. th!~t.i..'>:e c1 the th.r~e repr-(.lls::;:ntnthes of th"e !Cfl'C ror hn.ving C-OI"I'~ to 

r:~rthet'"n 1,-e l aud 1 Md to. tu~ir l;o'Uccinct; report on thair rir:;H. He hop,~d it ¥.ou1d 

not \".3 ar!iS5 to ask ona ql1eati"n. Obviously the~ lIa8 gr'Mt COnCE'rn over the hung 

stri1~e @d he Itonder-ed. if th~ JCRC hfld !orm-ed an , impreBsiOn of the hUDger strikers 

thl ni;.1ng - \f~1""t1 th~ nul,. concerl'!$d vith ~trgin~l technicnl chang~c in the T egin 

or \ie~ thtYir fll.1. ndB g~d t.o ¢iOr€1 6'~eeping ru::bition6? t.t.r Schmidt &f'~d that it 

\oRS &.iNicu.lt to ~LS>ier thi8 ~etl..u.f)e those ®st cl()S~1y im?licat~d, ie thou on 

the proh~t t \,,.ot1J.d pot lip~~ to the lene and it wa'S not po$e.ibl~ to kraQOl it thv 

f"l.;.llt ot the h~r striker-a them.s~lve8 W~8 r-eprl'!~ntati\"e. The bunger strikers 

(rule! l{J;" Hcf'e.rlW1e) wen not i~t~r65ted in ~ginning tn talk al.~\l.t t';ctW!l.t c~dition5 

u.ntil th. ~de of d.it:.'>c\!~:rlon with th~ Uo ... a-rnsent had been a!>T~ed. lR'hen th~J' \f(:r-e 

&hovn tbe Go~e:rt.~nt'a tt.'\.i~ their- re-a~tion \:'~a that they had hE'C<~d. it ail 

h-3tuNt and t~~t thi6 \4'1.$ a dilt.r\:iol\ or t.heir oi'mande. 8.$ i!l th~ caM of the.ICJP 

t<r lllcll().(:h ('.sid that th~ p~~<ct (>f fltr'th-=t' \'is1.ts by the lCz;.'C \>'8.8 'ot'elcoae . 

Mr- Scbridt ' ~?liod thll.t. 6.5 a general 7"Ule, th{>ir \-j,gits onl~ start"d t.o ~C(r~t 
~~~ ...... t--

Uf~~!tU CIon t.. vi~ts. Th~ e~de.&ged returning nfter Boout I;ix: re<mth6, but 

th.is Irl.ght l:.ro Q.ff~chd ~ ruzs dow;lop-~pt6 on the hUnger strike ifmill:. Althou.gh 

GC'v~rMt'lnt8 did net ott e-n :--eply to tbeir N-IXl1-ts. tl'ley ",(.")lUd encourage t.h~lJ to do 

00. 

HI" J ack-tlon crpN8t.:ed COdcern thlS.t if tbe IC1?C en tic:ie.~ d overcro'idlng in the- M.~.z.e l 

eolleagtte B in Gt'IS'at !trittdn ~hor{, the pr-obli!'r.l "'as out: of a.ll comp.'i!"iuon v.i th 
J 
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r;orthel"ll II"'oS' l v.:t.d, Iie.~~t b-a Amh~.l:'1'[:U;G:sd. Xl' Scnr..idt B-.·ud t.hs t this ~:'>i!J.t ,",ould 

not f~&ttL~ ~~r~ pro~nently in th~ir r~~~rt. 

.In c one lttsi cn ~ N~ Sciurldt ~erld thCtt t ..n. thout ",1 ehin~ to prejudice the r4.<lport. the 

lct'C feU t.h~t thflN t ftll N :to\! vl~l~1I::13 in No:rthe.r-.n :fl-d a nd pri lSo.~8 or tl ph;pJic&1 ... -

Or rea.hTitJJ. nAlture I Md tU01'''' "~re SO~& $uperb racilH:ieg ( @g the b.·or}(a.~op.8 lit 

tJ~l1is;an) . But thi:N veN t~endou.s pN>bl~t~ eof a p~JchologicB.l tlnd. pWitica.!. 
< 

n::lt~? le-adir..g to a . rllB4l of tehsiol'l a.."ld .15b-u.gglQ. 'I'Cese ... ere $Sr~tB of det er<tic 

condiUonn ~hlc:h. \If$l'~ di fficult to defina and about .... hich it 10,'"8.3 difficult: to 

hk~ aped.tic ~o~send.aHo-na . t~ A.liOOD poinbid out ths t the pl~i&Cll BC~D& iu 

Norl.he1"ll I~1.and ~!l \'~r:r Y0U!l.5 ( not jU.Bt in te-re8 of the ,.~ o f the- ~-.t'~jo.rltt ot' 

the prit;otle~$). Tho ftroublea* hfid m.de it xH.'ct:"ae-Al'y 07er Ii dI!!CB.dl!' to 6.l\p.ruld 

t.he p.~e¢n b'"3'st.em f'!)\16111:r ri~ .. told, e.nd the re k'gs ~t.ill a lot to leru-n. 

J ){ VRHilll' ( !'IT SS) 

1>S/rtr .u i ~on 
?7 July 1981 
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	proni_NIO-10-13-2A_1981-07-23_p1
	proni_NIO-10-13-2A_1981-07-23_p2
	proni_NIO-10-13-2A_1981-07-23_p3
	proni_NIO-10-13-2A_1981-07-23_p4
	proni_NIO-10-13-2A_1981-07-23_p5
	proni_NIO-10-13-2A_1981-07-23_p6

