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COVERING 
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co Mr \rl E Bell - M 
Mr Marshall 
Mr t'loriarty 
Mr Wyatt - M 
~U'" Abbott 
Mr Hopkins (L&B) - ~ 
Miss V~ight (L&B) - ~ 

I attach, in final dr-art form, the lUO brief for tbis oeeting ~ 

It.'hieh bas now gone across to Cabinet Office. 

On tbe point about the parallel ~ith Corsica, PUS beli~ves 

we should leave this for the PM to originnte if ste se~$ fit. 
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NORTHER!J lRE.LAND 

Brief by the Northern lrel~~d Office 

-
1. lie feel some concern sbout the efforts beiq; ~e.de by the ProvisionaJ 

IRA and others close to the.£!! to secure support for their c&use 1n 

innuential circles in France. 'We are aware that thes,e activi ties 

are putting pressure on the French Govern~ent 1n relation to the htmf,fT 

strikes in Northern Ireland and are gl'eteful for its restraint in not 

commenting on recent developments there. Nevertheless) ~e are anxiou5 

that the true posi tlon should be fully lr:1derstood in France. 

2. We have done a great deal to brIng the hunger strikes to an 

end but cannot concede the pri soners I d er~and s which, if gran t ed, wo1J.ld 

gi ve effect1 ve control in Northern I reland prisons to the prisoners, 

s ou:ething orLich no responsible Government could a ccept. 

conceding ~~e Rf1ve d emand sr. ~~uld enable the pri soners to cla i m tha~ 

they had been gl yen pol l tical/prisoner of ",,'a r sta tus. 

3. We have made a number of i mportant changes f or all prl soners on 

hw can1 tar1an grounds and \\'t? hope to i m}J T'Ove fu r ther t he ~lr€-ady very 

hig:h standa rds In Northern Ire land prls1)ns. 
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f. HMG has nothing to bide. So far this year ~e have f& c 11itsted 

v1s1 ts by. among other:\ J the European Commission of Human Rl ghts. 

the Interna tiontU CoQuaittee of the Red Cross, the Irish Comm ission 

for Justice and Peace, the Pope's personal repr&sentative ~~d ~embers 

vr the Irish and &tropean Parliaments, as well as the m~dia from home 

and abroad. 

S;sckground ( Note : 1nforoat ion ~<h ich sho ulc not be c1 i ~'C 1 05i:.Q 1 s s idelined ). 

1. In recent months PIRA and other hunger strike suppcrt~rs have devoted 

a good deal of effort to the protaotion of the ir cause in in f luent1al -

including governmental. - circles in France. President JHtterrand's 

Gove:mment has come under steady pressure both from within the Soc.1alist 

Pertyand from the F.Nmch Left generally to take a publiC $tand on tl"te 

hunger $trlkes wlch is critical of HMG. Although individual socialist 

parliamentarians have criticised HY.G's handling of the hunger strikes , 

the French Government' 8 pos1 tion so far has been that j\orthern Ireland 

1s an internal UK matter. But in view of t~ese pressures (I •. nd since the 

French Government's restra1nt is based less on conviction than on thei r 

p~rceptlon of the conse quence s for Anglo-French relations. it would 

be sensible fo r the Prime Hinister to reinforce thi s peI'ception with 

the President. ~~oreover, there have been indioa tions that some of 

the Pres1dent's senior coll€>agues - and p erhaps t.l)e Fresid ent himself -

have some s ympathy for Ute prisons protest. At the beginr.ing of July 

the mother of Kieran Doherty (one of the hu.'1ger strikers wr.l Q haG died 

and by then 6 member of t..l)e DaiI ) and Father Denrl. is Faul who 1s clo ~e 

to the Prov161onal s ,.e re received by members o f the french Prime MinistEl"t 

£..abinet. On 31 July three French Sociali s t Pa rli amentari ans 'e.nt to 
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\Northern Ire1tmd hOping to see pl'lsonera on hunger stri~e. Th.ey 

~ere not allo~~ into the prison but we~ giv~n a briefing hy ~IO 

offlclals4 

2. Dur1ng his zeetlng with Sir Robert AI'rnstrong on 20 August, the 

SecretarY General to the Presidency (M. Be~govoy) explai n~d that 

the de11ths of the hunger strikers were a hi ghly elI;otional issue to 

which French publ1 c opinIon was very sensi ti ve. Both the Pl"'e sident 

and Mme • .M! tterrand were re-cei vlng many letters on the subject. 

Speaking personally t M. .Beregovoy hoped that H}~ 'tt':>uld do 6.11 thtit 

1 t could to bring the hunger strikes to an early end: and he made it 

clear thet in his view that did not exclude conceding ~~e ~ive de~s. 

The campaign in France is mainly communist inspired and is well organi5~d; 

the main manifestations have been demonstrations and :H,tl tlons and 

letters. There have been 8 :fev violent incidents but norJe of 

significance. Ttle Paris Embassy has countered hostile propaganda 

through correspondence and by securing publication of articles putting 

HMG's poin.t of viev. During July two Northern Ireland i'~ ini sters 

E'xplained the Government's c as.e during visi ts to France. Every 

opportunity had been taken to brief French journalists and TV crews 

in London and Belfast. 

5. Th~re has been specul ation t.~8t the Irish Covernment m1gh t have 

lobbied the French Government on t h e htm8er strike; and that P-residen t 

t-ti,tterre..no ml~ t h ave cl eared his lines "" 1 th Dr Fi tzGera.ld before 

a ttend1ng the Prince of Wal e s'Wedding. TI1is speculation appears to Le 

without foundation. 

NORTH.ERN I RELAND OFFICE 

3 Septe.mb~r 1981 
3. 

CONFIDENTl.Al. 
• • • • . •.• •••••••••••••• 11' •• ' • • , .... , •• ,·· .. •• •• • ••• • ••• •• ••••••••••• ...... .. ...... . ................................ . .... . . . ...................................... .. .... . ..... . .. . ...... . . .. . .... .. . . . .. .. . 

c PRONI CENT/1/10/62 

,. 


	proni_CENT-1-10-62_1981-09-03_p1
	proni_CENT-1-10-62_1981-09-03_p2
	proni_CENT-1-10-62_1981-09-03_p3
	proni_CENT-1-10-62_1981-09-03_p4

