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. - +' t: ' . . . . t' . , " 58.J. el :na v l D d 1. SC' :' ': S lon \-'7 1. ,I n 1;1:8 nunger stri ke!'s, during 

the 

t he 

c.ou r se of \'rh i . }~ 

t a l k i ng , 

vhic h a more 

h i s colleagues , l 

n 8.Ct explored possible ~:ays i n 

the Government and the 

p r ote .3 to r s co'u:c be est ab1ish ed . They had dravm on t he irlforr~ation 

g iven t hem in thp p reviO'lJ.s even i ng f s discussion '!·.ri th off'ici8.1 s . They 

had sUfSge sted. t h8.t it migh t be valuable to seek to produce a doc'..rrnent 

to \ .. hie}], both side s \'Tould be part'y, or t o produce a.n TeRe document 

r ecording the basis of an agreement .. They r erCl8,ined ready in the mGCUJ.

ti'l e to talk to '-h e pri soners ' families, a1 t l10ugh they d5 d not t hink 

at the E01~e!lt that the time had a rr i veri for them to do so. 

2s Th e hlJ~lge r st-r.ikers had sho~·.rn some i.nterest in these i deas but had 

not rea~ted favourably to them. ~I'hey had i ndicated t hat in their v ie \a.J 

t he int-~: :r'lention of the rCRe vIas no more likely to produ ce a satisfactory 

outcome to the di spute than that of the ICJP. Ivloreover they did not 

think t hp t the I eRC offered 8.1';.ything that t h e ICJP had !lot offered . 

ll'he hunger s trikers did n ot believe that the clarification of the 

Secretary of State's statements \<[ould ·advance discussion or that the 

statement of 5 July provid.ed a basi s for a solution. The preparation 

of dOCU_11Jents of any k ind i,o,ro u ld h ave to be preceded by discussion ': hich 

':, ~~f~ t:f. ::' f 
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'\ ou ld be op en to mislL."Ylderstanding vlhether or n ot the I CRe \'ias 

i nvolved as a go-bet1lJeen . They had also expressed t heir apprehension 

t hat even if a:.t1. aO're~ment ~!as arrived at the Government 'li)uld reneo e 

on it. But they noted that nr Schmidt 8..;."ld h is colleaGues 't/{ould be 

ready to pay a serie~ of yisi ts during v!hich an 8.9're ement couln be 
.~ ,4 monlvOreu. . 

3. L'IJ. t hese circumstan .8S the lCR:; were not clear "t.vha.t ste:-) s cO'L.ld. be 

t aken to move t o an underst Ylding in t h e light of vJhich the hunger 

strike could be ended.. The rCRe noted ths.t the Government '\,I8.S read:~ 

to send i n an official to clarify stateme'lts to the hunger strL1<ers, 

blJt 1. at to do s o in the presence of J1cT;iar' an or the PlRll. Command and 

not to enter into negotiations whether under reRC a~spices or not. 

They understood too that the hl..:mger strikers \.,rere unvri.lling to see}.

clarification ui thout f1cFarland being present . Th e I GR.C VJere used 

to meeting representatives of prisoners a though not those claiming 

p osition as pol iti cal le~ders wi+hin the prison establishment . They 

"Tondered if t:!le Government 1'10 lId be ready to meet T·,ri t h a group o f 

prisoners o f \Thich McFarland '1; as a ' .. ember but not the spoke um.2~"'1. 

L~. The lCRe did not find it e a~y to offer a judgment on the substance 

o f t he ' 5 demands' because of their highly political nature . But they 

did not think that the enti tlement to vlear ones 01\rn clothes \'laq: vital .. 

They vere hOvlever satisfied that more important t haJl the content o f 

t he demands '\flaS the need to e sta.blish a dialogue bet"leen the Govern.rnent 

and the protestors. In the light of thi s they Tdished. to i mpress t1'·O 

points upon the Secretg_ry o f Stat e vThich t hey felt vrere necessary if 

progres s was to be made: 

( i ) . t here was a large element of mistrust on t h e part 

o f the hu .... 1'J.ger strikers 'which vlould have to be dispelled; 

( ii ) a means of e stabl i shing more effic i ent dialogue should 

b e s ought . They recognised the "rider context of the 

d i spute and the p olitical problems facing the Govern~ent, 

but these did not d etract from the desirability of 

e stab lishing better c ommunication in some vlay . 
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5. The fo llo'Vling furthe r points vJere put to the r ORe r epresentatives: 

© PRONI CENTI1/10/52 

(i) I1cFarla.l":1d "\.<Janted to be present t o establish formally 

the position he cIa · med i n the prison and to seek to 

ensure th.at any talks wer~ sUbstan tive negotiations, 

( 0; i ') 
..J...-,,-/ 

not sirnp ly a process of clarification ; 

The Government r emained adama nt in its refusal to enter 

into negotiations over the dispute. If the p r otestors 

11ished to use t h e :,rocess of ~c.tt lement as a moans o f 

obta.inin.g I:l.ore tha.,.l'} the Govern ... "'lsnt VIas nOitl ready to 

offe r then a dialogue would be bou':'rJ..d to fail . Devices ~. 

SlJ.ch as the lCRC hr d p roposed ~ lilre l-cee.l. i ng ~ oth parties 

in separats r ooms and us~ng Red era s r epre sent,..tives as 

go-betv.!8eYlS, amounted to negotiation ; 

( iii) ~:he GoverY"'.JTIent had shovlD it s good fait~l in the past., and 

t l e ex-perience of t hoE;e"i/lnO had. come off +:he protest vIas 

evidence of it ; 

(iv) The Govern.ment vJas .J. ot pre~8.red to give formal recogni tioj._ 

to the PIRA C0::11Jnancl str uctu:r'e i n the prison . Th e 

produc t ion of an agreed document could give s u c h recogni

tion and it cO'J.ld be Belen t o indicate t h at the discussions 

vTith t he C'ravern...rnent hari effective ly been negotiations ; 

(v) J·ust as t he Oc,-rernment had to c onsider carefiJ~l ly the \' i der 

consequences of the dispute 1....'1. Ireland and els8'1;Jhere so it 

had to b ear in mind the consequerlce s o f !.? Yly settlement and 

of CLTly metbod of arri Iring 8.t 8. settlement , on for eX8.rnple 

t h e maj ority c ommunity and t he prison staff; 

(vi) The Gov ernm.ent had issued a number of statements an d 

although it vias re ady as the reRC kneF to clarify them 

it should not be as suJ.lled that t h ere ·was a great deal 

more detail vlhich it con ld gi'le · a t thi;3 8:; age .. On Eo~~e 

r:~ 8.t.lcers it \'Jas impo s sible to be !l1ore specific: for exaf:1p le 

penalties vlere imposed 2 .. t the d iscretion of the Govern.or 

and only the range o f penalt i es avai lable c ou l d be describe ' 

( v i i) In addition to the GoveITh'l1ent ' s \·,illing.ness to clarify i ts 

statements it \..,ras open to any prisoner to ma1-ce i ndividual 

application to the Governo·r and to seek clarification him

self; 
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(viii) The protesting prisonerq did no t possess the basic 

acc epta~1ce of the prison regi!!le arid of the entitlement 

o f the prison authorities to iilli ose pUl1i2.hmen +s yhich 

vras nece Qs ary if di. C!cuss ion 0 _. the kind that t he leRG 

envisag ed V;3.S l i kely to mc~e progress. The p rote sto . s 

vere not re ady to tolera t e a reg i me "<Thich did not g: v e 

( ix ) 

t h e recognition of t he politic a l nature of their 
. , . 

nn s o. eeCiS 

to 'hich they he l ieved they w~re entit' ed. This r B.ther 

t han means of establ i s h ing a c1 i::1.1og1J.e V,re rs t Le heart of 

t he presp~ t difficulties ; 

E~rlier improvements to the pris n regi Tie ~ .:.8d led to an 

i ntensific a tion of demaYJ.ds and it could not -bo assu .. led 

tbat t l:1ere 1:Jould n ecessarily be 8, different reactio!l on 

t h is occasiorl .. 

6 It AfTEr abreak in the di sclJ .. ss ion t he Seeretary of Stat~ t old t he IeRe 
r epresentatives he had tak:en f ull note of tnei -r vie'VJ that It -v,ra s 

important to ests.blish bette r COmmlUl :l. Cation . It r emained his vinvl 

that t b.e Governm:;nt could not meet t h e h1Jnger s trikers i:l the presence 

of T1cFarl ar1d and that there c ould be no ne gotiation . But any prisone:r , 

acting in his own right and not as a repre sentative~ cou ld make 

applic a tion to the Governor fo r clarification o f aspects of t he regi ~e, 

and i t vas o})en to t he Governor to be acc ompanied by a ll officia~l of t he 

NIO. If r-IcF'arland VIas to ma."k.:e such an application for clarification o f 

the Gover:0 .. ..TD.ent I S posi tio!l he might expect t hat it ,,;ould be speed ily 

granted Ch'ld t hat a senior o ffic ial vIould b e p r esent. Suc h 8Jl i n t eryie'ti 

should not t ake place in t he presence of t h e rCRe; it v!as i mportant t hat 

it was s een to be as orth odox a move as possible . Nor could t he 

hunger strikers be present. The Secretary of State still believed 

hov/ever that I"Ic .Far l a..nd ~Jould wish any such application . t o lead to 

negotiation . Th e Governor could not enter into discussion of t h e 

prisoners' statement but i:Jould have t o confin e himself to matters for 

",hich he had a responsibility; this 'V-Iould not prevent I>lcFarl~Y)d from 

referring to the prisoners r statement. The Secretary of' State agreed_ 

that a messag e to this effect might be passed to McFarl and by t h e IORe 
representatives on the visit they were proposing to pay to the prison 

later than evening. 
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